cthintigay

meaHMAaAnAr vTiasdoBoMan= 0

- -

18—Capltal Journal, Balem, Ore., Tuesday, April 26, 1949

On Murder’s Skirts

By TERRY ADLER

then, 1 sw

titeen. Hae seemed Very happy
“Was he the only one hered
*Yea. No, wait

Bill Gritfith was bhere, too. Ilmte lnst night He Lold me he had
did not look.” Virek sighed. “What |some Inlormation llhbit Hubbard's
& tragedy. And he wuan't such death wax not, shall we aay, dus
an old man, either,” He held u.al!ul natural causes. 1 was 1o be at
his hand to Raff. "CGood rnighl,|hia office al nine o'clock this morn-
Dr. Rafferty. We mast come lo-|ing and be would turn ihe Informa-

some time. It will be .uwluonom 1o me. Apparently he had

talk of research
Raff held out
found be was sl clutching the|
snall dark object I
wp from Hubbard's
pen . He turned it
!'l bore the initinls

watr, It
in hia hnnd!
HP"

. Penton's pen
y. He waa looking for it this

afternoon
{o

*Fenton’s pun
this is Fenton's pen

found it He looked at Ellen |

ar, don't you think we'd bet-

ber go nowr"

Elien sakd, *It will just take a
minute to get Al Vall's address”

Bhe looked st him soverly, “Do
you suppose it was Fenton?"

“T don't know. 1'm golng to find
out what his pon waa dulng In &
rootn ta which be claimed he had
no key," he said grimly

She copled the nddress and hand.
ed him the slip, In » few minutes
they were an thelr wiy.

The howse where the PFPenton's
Mved waa in the middle of & whole
blockful of identieal two-family
residences, all badly in need of o
ooat of paint,

Raff stopped the cur snd told
Ellen, “I'm golng in aloge. You

here. I%n leaving the keys,
and if I'm not out in Iifteen min-
uates you go siraight to the police
station. Understand?”

Bhe nodded nnd he kibsed her
briafly.

“Be careful,” ahe whispered

Rafl pressed the bell The house
was dark and quiet. After about
two minutes of silence he rang|

agnln

A light became vialble aome
where in the back of the apurt-
ment, Presently the porch
went on and the curtains on the
door were parted. The door was
opened n erack and a woman's
busky voioe msked:

*What i 17 What do you want?

"Sarry to disturb you ut this
hour, but I must see Dr. Fenton.”

The door opened wide,

“Come in, wan't you? Dr. Pen-
#fon will be here In a minuts,

Penton came into the ream, hur-

aa

T
Raf! mused. "So

light |

t lemat I dld not see him)it ls any concern of yours."
& w him earlier, st nine-|was & slight note of belligerency

in Penton's voloe,
‘All right, 17U tell

& minute, [ thinkjcern it is of mine, Dr, Bray called

rensons o! his own

bis band and|ing to communicate with the police.”

“But this s—wel

hond pleked the word. Is it possiblie that Pro-
wis | fessor Bray's mind was deleriorat-

ing and that this

. {to the poor man to sulclde.?"
“Ah "™ said Verek, “you have found| “T think that & what the mur-
He will be most | derer wanbed us to belleve™

"The murderer! Then
thut Professor Hubbard was—"

uldn't finlsh the s
"Yes, Dr
It

o, was anly @

|that we discovered L.
| “But, upon my soul, T dont un-

fderstand Bray's desperate deed.”
He aeemed rather unconcerned
over Hubbard's murder

“It's easler to understand if you

renlize Lhat Bray was murdered
ton,” Rall sald softly
“You mean—Iit wasn't suicide?"

Penton sald honrsely

“It waa not
definltely estat

“Tha roT
man.* ton sho
Iy from side to side
locked up at Raff
to tremble. “Why

come here—you sispect—you think

He
he

I killed them.”
wilfe, “Martha,
killed two men®

“Dr. Rafferty, just whnat makes
husband "
Fenton's voics was atill ealm,

jyou suspect my
“We have reason
the culprit had mar
& key
afrald 17 have to
Dr. Fenton oblalinec
Martha Penton )
Ralf

nhe aaid

{To Be Continued)

Fenton,
Well, I'm glid | murdered by a very clever

to  Hubburd's

then turned to her huwband
"Harold, tell him about the leiter,

There

you what con-

for nol want-

1, confusing L

ultimately Jod

ntenoce,
Hubbard was
meth-

il the aulopsy

We have

0 [OOT, DOOT
his head siow-
. Sutldenly he
His lps began

then, you've

turned to his
thinks that 1

Mra

to believe that
wged to obtaln
office. I'm
know just why
1 one”

ooked hard at

1M so0Rv/ | DONT | ASOLOGIES NEVER PORED )
ST MILX BACK INTO THE
BOTTLE/ HE'S PROBABLY unou‘r&

<mzmx

2830
SIZES
10 . 40

riedly pulled on a bathrote. He

“This man wints to sse vou, Har-
old."

blinked at the lights in the nrun[

Feriton over to
her slde Desplte  the
friendlinesa she dlaplaved townrd
him, Raff felt that she was ready
to stand by Fenton

He wns beginning to experience
& bad taste in his mouth

*Why, helln* Penten was ox-
tremely cordial, “You're that young
doctor fellow who wuns In the office
this maorning”

“That's right. My name's Raffer-
. The men ahook hands

“And this i Mrs, Fenton™ Ralf
inelined his head In acknowledge-

Mra
husband's

went

1.

“And now, young fellow, what
san I do for youiy"

D, Fenton, 1s this your pen?

“Yea, Yes, 1t 15, Well, thank you
#or finding 10"

*I found It In Dr, Hubbard's of-
fee tonight" Raft sald quiedy,

A change came over Penton's
fece instantly. It was difficult to
realize he had been amiling only
& moment before, Now there was
enly fright

“Why do yon tell me 1his?" Pen-
fon whispored

“Dr. Ponilr
. "there's somolhing I'd like
fo talk fo you mbout.” He hesi-
wided, “There's no

orp Mrs, Fenton up al
this hour with our talk”

Mra, Petiton made n move ax if
o go, but her humshand put his
arm out to stop her. “I'd rather
you atayed” he sald in a broken
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