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chair fell forward with an ear-
splitting clatter. Vince saw then

P what they had missed before—

the door to Simeon Mannley’s
bedroom had been unlocked and
opened!

Vince Bonnsy awoke to a
sodden world, The rain was
almost tropical in force and he
could hear it rushing and gur-
gling In Kalanii's gutter pipes
and smacking solidly agalnst
the great leathery leaves of the
madronas,

The ascrid odor of charred
emanating from his
scorched clothing brought back
last night's scenes with vivid
intensity. When finally they
had aroused Warner, the young
deputy, he had grinned and
told his story in a sick
It shed no
light on what had happened,

He had been sitting outside
the game room door facing the
Samural armor when a queer
scuffling sound near the pan-
try brought him to his feet.
It had seemed too loud for =
ciat and too odd for a human.
He had explored the wing, then
recalling that he wasn't to leave
the game room unguarded, had
returned to his post, his chalr
tilted mgainst the door. The
next thing he remembered was
Bales cursing him In a bullish
bellow.

Yet nothing seemed to be
tampered with and Mannley's
safe showed no new finger-
prints. Vince kept thinking of
Hugh Mannley. But Hugh had
seemed childish, not clever
enough to distract Warner then
run around and hit Warner over
the temple. Yet he was the
only one present at the fire

Vince shook his head as
though to remove acctumulated
cowwebs, arose, dressed quiet-
ly and slipped downstairs to the
living room.

He found Johanson
wearing his fringed suede hunt-
ing jacket and gazing wistfully
through the obscuring wall of
rain toward the game preserves
of the distant Olympics, The
golden stubble of his unshaven
jaw lent him a curiously downy
immature look yet his eyes were
old beyond his thirty years

“Morning Bonnay, up early
aren't you?"

“For me, sleep at Kalanii is
as elusive as a will-o-the-wisp.”

“Still you look pretty fit for
a malaria patient,”

Annoyance creased the naval
officer's forehead, "How did you
know?"

For answer Johanson slapped
his pocket and the crackle of
paper followed. “¥You'd be sur-
prised how much 1 know about
you,” His eyes gleamed mock-
ingly.

“I guess there isn't much I
can tell you sbout myself then.”

“Not much,” Johanson agreed.
“Tell me how you met Mannley
though."”

“Thal's easy—four years ago
in Honoluly I ran into a former
senior officer of mine, He was
throwing a party at the Moana
and needed an extra man. Man-
nley was at the same party and
we discovered we were both
keen on swimming so he invited
me out to iry his private pool.
Said he loved to swim with
company but all his contempor-
aries had glven it up.”

“I went mostly out of curios-
ity Vince continued, “but he
was decent {o me and quite en-
tertaining in a Rabelaisian sort
of way."

“From what I hear he was
pretty much of a scoundrel.”

Vince nodded, I've heard tell
+ + » but I can't speak from ex-
perience.”

“I mean in a business sense.

j| Our reports show he was ruth-

less in his transactions , ., , I
was wondering if he treated his
family the same way."

Julia's oulspoken denuncia-
tion on the raft rushed to
Vince's ears;:—There's no use
pretending I'm sorry about
Uncle Sim, because I'm not,

He hesitated, a moment too
long, he realized later. “I don't
know."

"Do you think it could have
been suicide?” Johanson al-
most whispered,

“Suicide! Judas Priest! With
the weapon back on the wall?"

still | d

“Someone could have replaced
it to make it look like mur-
der,”

Vince stared at the Investiga-
tor ineredulously but Johanson
ignored him and went on talk-
ing. “It's all in the point of
view—Tao some people self-kill-
ing is more disgraceful than
murder, It Indicates a weak-
ness of will"

“Well I don't think that ap-
plies to Mannley. He was too
much the voluptuary, He grab-
bed at life with both hands—
wine, women and song, hearty
laughter, magnificent surround-
ings. No, he found life too good
for sulcide.” ’

The smell of coffee was begin-
ning to seep in from the kitchen;
Johanson sniffed the air appre-
clatively. “Look here Bonnay,
I'm golng to have {o quiz every-
one and as long as you're here
I'll begin with you, Suppose you
tell me everything you can re-
call from your arrival to the dis-
covery of the body."

Vince began to tallk but he
spon became aware of the an-
noying squeak of a hard pencil;
it came from an alcove protected,
by a massive Chinese screen. |

“Perhaps if we move over to
the alcove your scribe can hear
better,” he pointed out. <

Johanson winced then
laughed.

Vince went on then. He told
Johanson about everything he
could recall except Hugh Mann-
ley and his talk with Julia on
the raft. When he finished the
investigator sent him a keen an-
alytical glance,

“Do you realize you've in-
criminated everyone but Julla
Mannley?"

Vinece's face burned, He was
alibling his consclence and he
didn't like the feeling, Weil that
talk with Julla had happened
after the murder,

“Not very gporting Is It. But
I've only got {wo weeks
leave and I want Lo get this thing
clear.cd up just as quickly as you

0.’

‘““Wou haven't told me every-
thing though, have you Bon-
nay?”

Vinee made an effort to sound

nonchalant, Johangon was get-
ting warm,

"Yes, there s something,” he
agreed,

“Well?™

“I'm not going to tell you, I'm
sure It has no bearing on the
murder."

Johanson's eyes blazed, the
hot-cold blue of flame.

“Withholding evidence is a se-
rious offense, Bonnay."

them doesn't tell you, I will, to-
morrow,"

The investigator grunted Irrl-
tably. “See that you are not
murdered in the meantime.”

(To be continued)
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Swirling Skirt — Be wise in
the ways of the whirl — with
this bow-catching basque frock
that blends the smooth snug
bodice with the new sweeping
skirt! And note the clever 1t

cuffs on the cap sleeves, ‘}k

No. 2446 is cut in sizes 10,112,
14, 16, 18, and 20. Size 18 ré-
quires 3% yds. 38-in.

Send 20c tor PATTERN, which
includes complete sewing guide.
Print your name, address and
style number plainly, Be sure to
state mize you wish. Include
postal unit or zone number in
your address.

Address: Pattern Department,
Capital Journal, 552 Mission

St., San Francisco, Calif,

ROOM AND BOARD . .

By Gene Ahern

PAHZ Ty
EARL SAID THERE
WERE A HUNDRED

NICKELS |N My WELL,
+=: AND THIS (S ONE

THE KIND OF SLUG
PUNCH

 ACKE=THIS
THE MISCHIEF OF
OUR. NEIGHBORHOOD
GAMINS «= -« DRAT
THEM/

“Ii's a famlily affair, If one of '

L)




