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Chapter 26

As Pam Carter atared through
the thick airplane window
glass at the spot 2000 feet below
them that was LaGuardia field

$la sense of complete unreality

possessed her.

What are time and space alter
all? she wondered and declded
that only Einstein knew the an-
swer. Less than six hours ago
she and Brent had been standing
on the rain.soaked steps of
Clearview talking to Constable
Binney while behind them In
the gloomy living room lay the
body of Rlcardo.

Then while they were repeat-
ing their story for the third
time, a police ambulance artived
from Machiass and a Coast Guard
plane taxied to a smooth stop
off the end of their pier, She and
Brent had been allowed hall’ an
hour before being [lown to Ban-
gor and a commercial plane.
Such speed was too much for
the human brain to encompass.

To reassure herself she glanc-
ed at Brent beside her. He was
locking straight ahead, almost
sleepily although a faint frown
creased his forehead. He caught
her eye and grinned,

“It's very becoming, Pel—Lhe
ten spol wasn't wasled."

“The hat?"

He nodded but hiz eyes went
beyond her to the spires of New
York.

Pam sighed genily. She had
worn the hat to boost her mor-
ale, In the short time the F.B.I
had permitted Lhem she had

il chosen a grey suede gabardine

suit, and suddenly the Kkelly
green feathered cloche had
seemed the one essenlial ne-
countrement, It gave her a fecl-
ing of conlidence tinged by de-
finnce and it went so well with
the grey suit and red halr,
Bhe stared across ihe aisle Al

:|Mr, Fielding the F.B.l. man,

His clean cut features were
expressionless and when he
spoke to them his voice was non-
committal, He wasn't unfriendly
but his manner was not exactly
encouraging elther,

At the field they were mel by
another F.B.I. man and a car
and driven to the Drake build-
ing, In front of it, while traffic
hummed around them and a few
passers-by stared curiously &t
the ofticlal looking car, they de-
seribed Suite 602 again In detall,
Then they went inside.

As the elevator hummed up-
ward the nightmarish unreality
of the queer situation descend-
ed on Pam again. Something ter-
rible was golng on, something
that had been carefully planned
to Involye Brent and hersell in
a wholesale murder plot. She
was positive now that the door
marked 602 would open into
either a completely denuded
room or a suite lavishly decorat-
ed In modernistic chromium and
leopard-upholstered  furniture.
A little sigh of relief escaped
her when the same drab browns
and greens of Mr. Spence's ol-
tice came into view.

Mr. Flelding permitied him-
self a thin smile. "Are you sur-
prised?"

“1 don’t know. So much has
happened . . ., it's all so mysteri-
ous."

“And you say you came here

{|in mnswer to an ad In the Re-

view?"

“Yeg, Just m short ad in the
September 1st issue, [ belleve.”

Mr, Fielding stepped lo a tele-
phone and put through a call
to the advertising office of the
Review. His conversalion was
brisk, eflicient and concise. He
was almost chary with words
and Pam wondered If it was due
to F.B.I, training or New Eng-
land ancesiry,

“Read the ad, please . , . I see
... Wil you describe the man
who entered it? .. . Hmmm . . .
steel-rimmed glasses , . , grey
hair? ... Very well, thank you."
He replaced the phone and

d [ tirned to the Carters. "Your

story checks and so does the de-
scription of Spence.”

“0f course it does.”” Pam felt
a bit superior. Doesn't that
help?"

Flelding sighed wearily, "My
dear Mrs. Carler, don't you re-
alize that your description ol
Spence fits about fifty thousand
men in New York City?"
Brent, fumbling with a cigar-
elte, peered at Fielding, “Look

Bl here, what aboul this suite?

Doesn't the building manager
keep a list of the people who

Without Warning

By Cameron Dockery
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rent It. He must know who had
It on September 1st.”

“He does. 1t was a man named
F. G. Hacker—short, dark and
young.”

The Carlers alapred al each
other in amagzement, *'Bub s
not quite a month yet,” Pam 0b-
jected, Doesn'l he still rent L2
He could explain.”

“This suite is what they enll
a dafly, It's rented by out ol
town business men who wanl a
more dignified background than
a hotel room. F. G. Hacker renl-
ed it for three days and reglster-
ed from Milwaukee, We checked
with that city and no one by
that name lives there.”

Pam flushed slightly as Field-
Ing's eyes mel hers doubtfully.
“Well, T slill don't see how Lhis
involves us," she insisted.

“Thera were Lwo murders, the
last committed with Carters
gun'

1t wasn'lL my gun" Brent
corrected, “Why not irace the
serial number?."”

wBecause |t had been removed
or didn't you know?" Fielding
sald,

The atmosphere of Lhe room
was tense, The other F.B.I, man
cleared his throat and looked
from Breni to Pam. “Can'l yot4
recall anything else?" y)
“Nothing but the ear” T;a_n':
sald,

The car!" bolh men stared
at her. “Whal car?"

“The one that followed uz o
the Conneclicut line. Bren
wouldn't believe me but I know
it was tralling us. It was a long
black limousine and the license
number was N.Y. 777-333. 1 re-
member wondering If the owner
was superstitious or Just plain
lucky.™

“F.BL" he announced, “Gel
me the Department of Automo-
bile Reglstratlon.” Then . . .
“Hello, F. B, 1. calling, please
trace llcense 777-333 N.XY." Al-
ter a long walt he furned to Lhe
other three and his expression
had: softened a bil, “Now we're
getting somewhere — That car
was registered in the name of
Vincenti Ricardo!"

(To Be Continued)
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The cathedral in Mlilan, Italy,
has some 3,500 slatues Inside
and out, of which only 40 were
damaged in World War IL

Double Peplum Dress—One of
those delightful new dresses de-
signed with dramatle double
peplums that fall over a slender
skirt . . . to do wonderful things
to the waistline the hipa! Pretty
in a plain—perfect for prinis.

No. 2259 is cut in sizes 12, 14,
16, 18, 20, 36, 38, 40, and 42, Slze
18 requires 3'a yds, 38-in.

Send 20¢ tor PATTERN, which
Includes complete sewing gulde.
Print your name, address and
style number plainly. Be sure to
state alze you wish, I[nclude
postal unit or zone number in
your address.

Address: Pattern Department,

Capita] Journal, 552 Mission
St., San Franelsco, Calif,
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