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Chapter 18

stlenee filled the

A stunned

lj'.ﬂ.rv.ri” store.  Conversation|lt bul we're always grateful

died n ough a switeh had|when it's someone we don't

heen LUy cutting [t off. All know."

eves were contered on the small|  The cool gray eyes looked sea-

harefooted boy  who stood mlwm'rl and Pam Knew she was

front of Pam Carler staring at the descendant of gen-
| sensing the effect of his starl- | eratlons of women who had

suncement he began to|paced the widow's walks of New
# bit He tucked his| England houses walting for a
Sgrybby thumbs i hls overall glimpse  of sall—women who

suspenders and  seratehed  thelhad watched a fishing [leet de-

-,-]j—-E-i,:-nu ,
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Ll her elbow and together they

[

back of one leg with the foot of part fot the Grand Banks with
the other n prayer knowing in their hearts
01 said Constable Binny wants that some one among those men
he repeated, would nol return.
Pam nodded and slid off her Another woman arrlved with
stonl 1 heard vou, son” A pot of steaming coffee and
Brent, who had been buving| Pam gulped the scalding liguid
i| adheslve plaster, crossed to take| gratefully, Brent came up a
lMl!munnenl laler, his expression
the store, the small boy strutting| was anxious. “How are you
importantly before them, | feeling now, pet?"
"Binny is not exactly the soul “Better, thanks to these kind

of dizeretion, 18 he?”' Pam ob-|women,” she shld a bit shortly.
1| served. He grinned, “Binny was deter-

CHardly, Unless for some|mined to talk to me and he
Lreason he owanted U made pube| wants Lo speak to You some

le

I suppose in g villige like| more.”
3 [Cm‘l! Polnt there's no such thing|

Pam’s stomach seemed to turn
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jas a secret.” over. "Oh Brent, 1 couldn’l [ace
vWell, it looks lke the whole that sight again.  It's just too
tawn is in on (his” mueh.
Pam gestured toward the end  “Don’t woiry, he's under can-
lof the dock, Most of the work-ivas now.”
Iurs had come oul of the sardine.  Clinging to his arm, Pam ap-
faclory and were giathered in a proaened e larpaulin-covered
knot,  Two men were work- moeund, Constacle Binny's nut-
Ing a winch used for hoisting| brown eyes turned up le her al-
cargues [rom dories, The wheel, most sheepishly.
Chadly in heed of oiling, turned “Sorry to have upsel you
| now ‘with a rasping shrick that ma'am, bul you were the only
vied with the penetrating cries person that could identify hir
af seagulls overhead, 1ell me now, where did you
It was a-gray day, The ocean say the wound was?"”
rolled In in sullen leaden swells,!  Pam shul her eves,
slapping against the pillngs and aguin the corpee in the
not bréeaking unti] they wore al- rounu
most an the beach. As Pam! L don't think [ said delinites
ilooked toward the end of thely, Constable, but the man was
ipier and saw the wineh 1t & lying face up and lhere was a

seelng
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_,__‘|lhc dead man lying in

sodden  inert bundle onto the pool of blood under his head. 1
warped planking she knew this|supposed someone had struck
was a scene she would always| him (rom behind.”

remember. Brent's fingersl  of gee Binny's lids came (o«
!Lighlcngd on her arm. His facel gaiper  speculatively, “Wal,
[ WRE. ERn. [that's right. HBut he was shot,
| "Think -‘;“” SR g through| not struck—there's a bullet hole
{melth: this, Pam? |in the back of his skull big

She shol him a quick ruefullongush to run a marlin splhe
[Little smile, I sart of have 1o, 1o
|don't I, pel®  Don't worty, can !
do."

But' when e group parted
for her and she garzed down at
widen-
ing pool of sea waler, she wasn't

(To' be contlived)
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A person will tan guicker in
mountain than in plains distriot
|because in the mountain, less of
the sun's ultra-violet rays have

so sure. The piep lurched sick-|y o0 " ainered out by the atmas
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eningly; she shul her eyes and
swallowed hard.
| *“He's nol a preily sighl,
|ma'am, but if you'll just take a
quick look."”

Constahle Binny kneeling by

sphere.

the man's head peered up at
her
The onlookers  held  their

jhreaths.  So still was It that ex-
leept for the seagull's cries, the
strain and creak of he pler In
the tide and the water [rom
the dead mans clothes seeping
throughh the eracks and drlp-

| ping into the ocean below, there
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was no sound,

Pam benl lower and opened
her eyes, .

Three days ol being battered)
/1l by relentless seds had done their|
| work, Pam's glance crept from
the scuffed shoes up the well
twisted serge trousers, over the
torn blue shirt and pea jacket
to the pasty bruised face with
the bBlurred sightless eyes. Even
in prolonged death Lhere was a
A/ cruel uplifted sneer to tihe rigid
mouth: She nodded quickly.

“It's the same man.”

Then she ¢rossed {o the side of
the pier and gave up the so re-
cently enjoyed chocolate soda,
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BUT THE BUILDINGS \WERE ALL =

DESERTED. "THEY WL RETURNM
THOAR GUESSED, "WE WILL NIDE
BESIDE THE RIVER. AND waiT, ¥

ENTERED THE UNDER|

o

UNCONSCICUS OF DANGER, THEY
WALKED DOWN THE HILL AND
BRUSH AT
THE F:NER'? EPSE . ..

ol 4
GE
CLOSED ABOUT THEM WHEN A

AND BORE THEM TO THE EI0UND

‘tsegv:a|

DOZEN HORIBS SPRANG UPOW THEM |

When Pam emerged from thel’
wave of nausea that had swept
over lher she realized that a
jackel had been put across her
/| shouiders and that a worn cool
hand was holding ber forehead,

The Jjacket was Brent's but
the hand belonged to one aof the
worten cannery workers. Her
icalm gray eyes mel Pam's sym-
\ pathetically,

“That was an ugly sight for] No. 2230 is cut in sizes 8 mos,,
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Cozy Cape Ensemble—Easy to
make twin buttoned cape has
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“Didn't it bother you?—see-!your address
ing that—that dead man?” Address Pattern Department,
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SO, WHILE ON THE WAY TO THE
BANK [ WAS STOPPED BY A
HOLDUP MAN AND HIT WITH
A BLAZKJACK -~ AH ME,

ALAS! - - TUAT EXPLAINS

THE BLUMP ON AAY HEAD —
& AND WORSE THE FLIGHT

Room and Board

THE EARL SAID HE
CONVINCED ME
THAT IT WAS SAFER
TO PUT MY 51000 IN

THE BANK. THAN /

HIDE T HERE
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OF My 41000/
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HOW ELSE COULD
BE?

POOR ,DEAR, CHILD »~
HOW COULD I HAVE
ACTED LIKE SUCH A

CAD! WHY, OH WHY

DID T MISTRUST MY

I'LL FOLLOW HER TO
THE_END OF THE +..
WHE ITCAN'T BE

MILLIE] YOU
C‘\.’EE BACK]/




