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doing. Finally I made a bum

play and Reed hit the celling. He
threw in his hand and went up
to his room."

"Well, there's nothing so ex-

traordinary amout that," Susan
pointed out. "A lot of people
take bridge seriously and fly off
the handle when a partner
makes a misplay."

John managed a grin, but it
was not a very pleasant one. "I
haven't finished yet. Walt till
you hear the rest of it. Mrs. Tre-
mont took his hand over not
because she wanted to , but be-

cause she was trying to be agree-
able. But she hadn't finished
dealing the cards when Reed
came tearing downstairs like a
bat out of hell, yelping that some
of his golf trophies were miss-

ing and accusing everybody in
sight. Gee, can that jerk be nas-

ty when he wants to be!"
Susan clasped her hands to-

gether in dismay. "Oh, how
dreadfull He found them, it
course?" Susan all but held her
breath while she waited for the
answer. She recalled Mrs. El-

ton's remark about the likli-hoo- d

of things being stole?,.
"Sure we found them." John

nodded, but his expression was
still quite grim. "But not till
this morning. And you'd never
in your life guess who had
them."

Susan thought a minute. "I
can't think of anybody who
would be at all interested.

"Believe it or not, it wa
Mansfield, Jack Mansfield, the

"Oh, no!" Susan protested,
"I never was more serious in

my life, baby. He didn't actually
steal them. He Just borrowed
them."

"Borrowed them? Why, that's
incredible. What on earth would
he want to do with a lot of silly
cups? Give them to his wife for
vases?"

John laughed, though it was
clear tht he was not too happy
about the affair. Evidently Alan
Reed had been quite obnoxious.

"That's the pay-off- said
John. "If Reed hadn't made such
a to-d- o and made everybody else
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Chapter 23
When at last they were on

their way, Susan said. "I've been
an awful fool, John. I m sur
prised that you'll even speak to
me. I did slip away when no
one was looking, and I dldn t
even bring my clothes. I was so
mad I Just didn't care."

He nodded. "Well, you were
pretty dumb. However, it's a

good thing you did leave your
clothes. Otherwise my story
wouldn t have made sense.

"What would you have done i(
Id refused to come with you,
John? I almost did refuse."

"Oh" he grinned broadly "1

probably would have dragged
you out by your pretty blonde
hair. However, I knew you'd
come positively."

"Petty sure of yourself, aren't
you? " she teased.

"No. Not so suie of myself.
'

John's face sobered, and he add
ed with obvious earnestness,
"Just sure of you, Susie. I've
always known you were swe
gal. A little on the impulsive
side, of course, but regular as
they make em.

"Thanks, John. I don't know
anybody I'd rather hear say
that."

"There's another thing too
Remember my telling you once
that you weren t in Steve Gel
lis' class?"

"Yes. I remember. It made me
pretty sore too."

"It shouldn't have. Steve's a
fine fellow, but you're so far
ahead of him that it isn't even
funny. How's that for an orchid,
sugar?"

"Wonderful! Not that I'm
vain enough to believe it, of
course." She made one more
feeble protest against returning
to Oceanview.

"I'm not backing down or re
neging," she told John, "but
they don't really need me out at
Oceanview. Steve's fiancee said
yesterday afternoon that she'd
come to take over all the head-
aches. What'll that make me?
Just another daisy-picke- r, that's
all."

John looked puzzled for a mo
ment. "Steves fiancee?" he re
peated. "Oh. You mean that
Murchison dame that brought
Alan Reed out. Gosh, I'd feel
sorry for Steve if he got mixad
up with that female. But I think
he's got too much sense for that,
baby. She came out for a lark if
you ask me."

That's what I thought, but
she said she intended to stay."

John laughed. "She left tright
and early this morning. Reed left
with her."

"That's strange. Linda said she
was staying for the duration.
Naturally I thought Mr. Reed
would stay too. After all, it's
his home."

Nothing strange about it,
Susie. One night was all they
could take, so they said. It was
about all the rest of us could
take too. Steve was tearing his
hair, and I was scared within an
inch of my life. I was positive
poor Mrs. Tremont would have
another one of her er bad
headaches."

I'm still worried about Mrs.
Tremont. She didn't say much,
but I knew she was fit to be tied.
Good grief I wouldn't have her
gum up the works at this stage
for anything."

Susan's eyes widened in genu
ine distress. "Oh, I'm so sorry, I
do hope the poor woman's not

indisposed, like she was that
first day. What on earth hap-
pened? What did Linda and Alan
do that upset her so? I hope the
daisy-picke- didn't act up too."

The daisy-picke- behaved
beautifully," John assured Su
san. "Believe that if you can. We
turned them loose in the music
room and let J. Howard Crans
ton show the movies. They seem-
ed to get quite a kick out of the
fact that one of their group was
doing the honors. Sort of com--
munity pride, I suppose. Anyho w

they had a rip snorting good
time."

"That's a comfort. But you
still saven't told me what Linda
and Alan did to upset Steve and
Mrs. Tremont," Susan prompted

"I was getting around to that,
he said grimly. "We played
bridge in the living room for a
while Reed and I against Steve
and La Murchison. It was pretty
awful. I hate bridge, and I did- -

n t have my mind on what I was
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mad, it would have been down
right funny. Mansfield simply
wanted to be photographed with
the trophies. He called me aside
and told me so; that's how we
happened to locate them. He
wanted to take the pictures back
home, just to show his neigh-
bors his wife wasn't the only
big shot in the family."

(To be continued)
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Fishtail Fashion Making a
new approach to fall is this cbd
sleeve charmer with the peplum
tnat dips to a flirtatious fishtail
in back ... the new high hug
ging neckline that makes such a
perfect foil for jewelry. SynJtlines easy sewing. '

No. 2275 is cut in sizes 10. 12.
14, 16, 18, and 20. Size 18 re- -
quires 3 yds. 39-i- -- 4

Send 20e for PATTTCR N mhik
includes complete sewing guide.
Print your name, address and
style number plainly Be sure to
state size you wish. Include
postal unit or zone number in
your address.
Address Pattern Department,

Canital Journal RS9 mi.cImm
St., San Francisco, Calif.

By Gene Ahem

R2808
PATTERN NO. RZS0

Sew and Save A plain market basket easily can be transform-
ed with gay chintz, dainty net and ribbon Into one of these lovely
bassinets. You'll save money and have Just the colors you wish
by making baby's bassinet and matching curtains yourself.

Pattern envelope No. H2508 contains complete instructions lor
lining, trimming and finishing the abnve bassinets.

To obtain this pattern, send 15c in COINS, giving pattern num-
ber, your name, address and zone number to Peggy Roberts,
Capital Journal, 828 Mission street, San Francisco 3, Calif.
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