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tangent. But it was certain that
the projectile would not fall
directly on the moon; for its
lower part, by reason of its
weight, ought to be turned to-

ward her.
Barbicane's uneasiness in

creased as he saw his projectile
resist the influence of gravita-
tion. The Unknown was open-
ing before him, the Unknown in
interplanetary space. The man
of science thought he had fore-
seen the only three hypotheses
possible the return to the
earth, the return to the moon.
or stagnation on the neutral
line, and here a fourth hypo-
thesis, big with all 9 terrors
of the Infinite, sui- - 'p inop-

portunely.
"So we have bee e .divert

ed from our route." id Mich-

el; "but why?"
'Cursed be the thing that has

caused our projectile to deviate
from its course, cried Nicholl.

And, as if a light had sud
denly broken in upon his mind,
Barbicane answered, "Then
cursed be the meteor which
crossed our path."

"What?" said Michel Ardan,
"What do you mean?" ex

claimed Nicholl.
'I mean," said Barbicane iris
decided tone, "I mean that!

our deviation is owing solely to
our meeting with this erring
body."

"But it did not even brush
us as it passed," said Michel.

"What does that matter? Its
mass, compared to that of our
projectile,' was enormous, and
its attraction was enough to in-

fluence our course."
"So little?" cried Nicholl.
"Yes, Nicholl; but however

little it might be," replied Bar-

bicane, "in a distance of 84,000
leagues, it wanted no more to
make us miss the moon."

(To be continued)
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Chapter 23
The influence of these attrac

lions scarcely lasted an hour; the
travelers felt themselves insen
sibly drawn toward the floor,
and Barbicane fancied that the
conical end of the projectile was
varying a little from its nor-
mal direction toward the moon.
By an inverse motion the base
was approaching first: the lunar
attraction was prevailing over
the terrestrial: the fall toward
the moon was beginning, almost
imperceptibly as yet, but by de-

grees the attractive force would
become stronger, the fall would
be more decided, the projectile,
drawn by its base, would turn
its cone to the earth, and fajl
with ever increasing speed onto
the surface of the Selenite con-

tinent; their destination would
then be attained. Now nothing
could prevent the success of their
enterprise, and Nicholl and
Michel Ardan shared Barbi
cane s joy.

Then they chatted of all the
phenomena which had astonish
ed them one after the other,
particularly the naturalization
of the laws of weight. Michel

Ardan, always enthusiastic,
drew conclusions which were
purely fanciful.

Ah, my worthy friends, he
exclaimed, "what progress we
should make if on earth we
could throw off some of that
weight, some of that chain which
binds us to her, it would be the
prisoner set at liberty; no more.
fatigue of either arms or legs.
Or, if it is true that in order
to fly on the earth's surface, to
keep oneself suspended in the
air merely by the play of the
muscles, there requires a
strength a hundred and fifty
times greater than that which
we possess, a simple act of voli-

tion, a caprice, would bear us
into space, if attraction did not
exist."

"Just so," said Nicholl, smil
ing. "If we could succeed in
suppressing weight as they sup
press pain by anaesthesia, that
would change the fact of mod
ern society!"

'Yes," cried Michel, full of
his subject, "destroy the weight,
and no more burdens!"

"Well said," replied Barbi
cane, "but if nothing nad any
weight, nothing would keep its
place, not even your hat on your
head, worthy Michel; nor your
house, whose stones only adhere
bv weight; not a boat, whose
stability on the water is caused
only by weight; not even thel
ocean, whose waves would no
longer be equalized by terres-
trial attraction; and lastly, not
even atmosphere, whose atoms,
being no longer held in their
places, would disperse in space!"

'That is tiresome," retorted
Michel; "nothing like these matter-o-

f-fact people for bringing
one back to the bare reality."

'But console yourself, Mich
el," continued Barbicane, "for
if no orb exists from whence
all laws of weight are banished,
you are at least going to visit
one where it is much less than
on the earth."

'The moon?"
"Yes, the moon, on whose sur

face objects weigh fix times less
than on the earth, a phenomenon
easy to prove."

'And we shall feel it?" ask
ed Michel.

"Evidently, as two hundred
pounds will only weigh thirty
pounds on the surface of the
moon."

'And our muscular strength
will not diminish?"

'Not at all: instead of Jump
ing one yard high, you will rise
eighteen feet high."

But we shall be regular Her- -
eluses in the moon!" exclaimed
Michel.

'Yes," replied Nicholl. "for if
the height of the Selenites is in
proportion to the density of
their globe, they will be scarce-
ly a foot high."

'Lilliputians! ejaculated Mi
chel. "I shall play the part of
Gulliver. We are going to rea
lize the fable of the giants. This
is the advantage of leaving one's
own planet and overrunning the
solar world.

The projectile was perceptibly
nearing the moon, and evident
ly succumbed to her influence
to a certain degree: though its
own velocity also drew it in an
oblique direction. From these
conflicting influences resulted
a line which might become a
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Her Easter Outfit A tiny
tot's ensemble includes a cun-
ning dress and coat with round-
ed yoke and daintily panelled
skirt. You'll want to take her
calling just to show it off.

No. 2727 is cut in sizes 1, 2, 3,
and 4. Size 2, coat, requires 1

yds. .; dress, 1 yds. .,

Vt yd. 35-i- contrast for collar.
Send 2Uc for PATTERN which

includes complete sewing guide.
Print your name, address and
style number plainly Be sure to
state size you wish. Include pot-- y
tal unit or zone nur.ber In your
address.
Address: Pattern Department,

Capital Journal,
SS2 Mission St, San Fran.

Cisco, Calif.

. . By Gene Ahem

Charm All the romance and grace of olden dayscan be recreated for your home. A plain bedspread, enhanced bythis lovely design, will make your home look completely redecor-
ated!

Pattern envelope No. R1749 contains hot-iro- n transfers for 5
designs, color chart, stitch illustrations and directions.

To obtain this pattern, send 15c in COINS, giving pattern num-
ber, your name, addresstand zone number to Peggy Roberts,
Capital Journal, 828 Mission street, San Francisco 3, Calif.
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