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Little Orphan Annie

By Harold Gray
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By Edgar Rice Burroughs
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Chapter 28

Howard Morrissey, success{ul
busineasman, came first.

“A twenty-five-thousand-dol-
lar motive for killing Searle,”
Cloud said, “plus a grudge that
may have meant more than
money. You made threats
against him. The night of the
murder you'd lost your lasl
reasongable hope of getling back
the money he'd stolen., No one
saw you during the hour in
which the murder was commil-
ted; you claim you were In your
oftice with Hemingway, discuss-
ing buslness, Neither of you
qualifies as an unprejudiced
witness for the other. Your
office door was locked, bul 1
happen lo know there are secret
ways in and oul. Elther or both

of you could have killed,
Searle."
George Ennis, ullra-respect-

able publisher of an ultra-re-
spectable newspaper, squirmed
with the realization thal it was
hig turn,

“You," sald Cloud, "are with-
out an alibl that can be proven
for the time of either murder,
You were being blackmailed by
Searle."”

Ennis sat tongue-tied and per-
splring as Cloud turned his al-
tention lo the next suspect,
Lee Dexter, dapper and Bril-
liant, fingered his waxed yel-
low mustache nervously,

There was sympathy in
Cloud’'s glanee and in his veice,
“I've managed to get so little
on you, Dexter, that 1'd jusl as
soon skip it for the present if
you don’t mind."”

“You can skip it forever,”
Dexter replied. “I don't fancy
the idea of being charged with
miirder.”

Cloud, said eoldly, “You're n
star suspect, Hemingway. You'd
have killed Searle willingly
either as a chore for Morrissey
or 1o relieve your personal feel-
ings. If Mrs. Messmer had been
dangerous because of anyihing
she knew, vou wouldn't have
lesitated about her, either. You

viet you of practically anything
all by ltself, Besides, other in-
dications thalt you're the man
we want are numerous and imi-
pressive.”

41 don't know whal all you've

zol," Hemingway said, “hut I'I]I
sure be surprised il you pin|
those things on me, because |
didn't da them."
Bill Doran, seated heside Hem-
ingway, ran a thick hand
through his iron-grey halr and
chuckled suddenly, His ner-
vousness had vanished; he was
anee more the veleran af the
cily desk, weighing his fellow-
men in scales counterbalanced
with type melal.

“What's s0  funny?" Cloud
asked,
vJust that Heminhgway put

into words exactly what 1 was
thinking,”" said Doran. *I
wouldn't be here if I'd mindecd
my own business, and it occur-
red Ip me that it would be quite
a joke if you decided, after look-
ing over the others, that 1 was
the likellest one ot the lol"

“Did you have any personal
reason for wanting to expoge
Searle?”

“Lieutenant,” said Doran, "I
did not. And I'm sorry 1 open-
ed my big mouth a minute ago.
On second thought, the ides of
pinning it on me doesn’t seem
funny."

“Maybe we'll come back to
you," Cloud told him. *1 can't
afford to overlook any bets"

He swung his regard 1o Lhe
next suspect in order and Doran
breathed a sigh of relief,

Martin King.

“Too cocky altogether,” Cloud
sald.  “First the impulse, then
the act, then the thinking about

it. Many a homicide happens
just that way."

*You sure are stubborn,”
Martin murmured.

"our intellect may tunciion
tardily, but it's capable of see-
ing the black marks against yon
as clearly as 1 could outlina
them, So just remember that
It 1 don't gel my bigger game.
I can always {21l back on you.”

Martin made no reply. Of
the seven on trial at the round
table only one remained to be
indicted. There was a sharp
heightening of tension which
Martin did not quite tunder-

have a record that could con-|

8y DON CAMERON: .
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face was whit: and sickly, that
Dexter had stralghtened, that
even Morrissey seemed more in-
teresied thon when his own case
had been under discussion,

Barbara Ennis sensed the
change, She stiffencd,

“I'vo | re your letlers to
Searle, Miss Ennls, as you

knaw," Cloud said slowly. “They
tell nolhing except that at one
time you expected to become
iz wife nnd L'\'E"llll!i}ll}" discov-
ered you had made a bad mis-
take. They indicale a degree
of Intimaey that could be made
to seem nboul as bad as he'd
want to ke il. Standards of
modesty nge with the times,
but @ girl’s reputation is still
her biggest asset; and there isn't
any question that your reputa-
tion would have been at stake
I he'd succeeded In dragging
yvour name into his trial,

“Nou had something of ire-
mendous Importance Lo fight
for when Searle left the Gold
Mine cluby that night with your

letters,  Me wenl jo King's
apartment and  your arrived
there shortly afterward, King

found you hoth minutes later—
and one of you had been murp- -
dered,”

“You' — you make it suuned‘
pretty  hopeless,"  she  sald,
breathing hard,

“The evidence is ecircumsians
tial," Cloud remarked, “but it's
so nearly conclusive 1 tind it
diffieult to explain even to my-
sell why I haven't asked for a
warrant naming yvou,"

Muarlin's whale heing rebelled
at the brutal logie of Cloud’s
argument ils effect on Bar-
bara., He w: aboul lo say
something, anvihing, In protest
when Cloud ehanged his taclies
abruptly, leaning back and In-
cluding all of them in the chale
lenge of his narrowed eyes:

“All right, ladies and gentlas
men,” Cloud said. “That's my
coptribution to the program. I
have several cholee suspects and
if necessary I'll take them all
to headquarters and have the
truth sweated out, But first T'11
wail exactly iwo minutes, which
will be ample time for one of
you to decide tn confess or te
squesl on someone else; frank-
Jy. 1 don't care which.,"

(To he continued)
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By Gene Ahern
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