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Chapter 3

A grumble of thunder and a

splash of .rain awoke Martin to
the new day,

Opening the outer door a

crack, he stretched a bare arm
into the hallway for his Morn-

ing Record.
He leafed through the twen-

ty pages of the first section.
Then he repeated the procedure
more slowly. At length he let
the paper slide to the floor,
where it spread over the car-

pet. Not one word about Searle!
Martin was not given to the

indiscriminate use of strong lan-

guage, but in his mind was a

composite picture of two men:
Sarle, who had warned him,
"King, you're going to get the
surprise of your life," and En-ni-

who had killed a story about
Searle once before.

He scuttled into the Record
building, Doran saw Martin,
but did not look up when Mar-
tin stood beside his desk. He
spoke out of the corner of his
mouth.

"Front office, son. Ennis
wants you."

"What happened to the sto-

ry?"
"He killed it."
"What went wrong, Bill? Did

Searle find a rich friend?"
"Ennis is going to see about

settling his debts and giving
him a fresh start."

The reporter stared.
"I think," Doran said, "En-nis'- s

daughter was engaged lo
Searle once upon a time. I think,
Searle got hold of Ennis and
threatened to involve the gal
in some kind of scandal unless
he was protected."

Ma tin's eyes were bitter.
"What a lousy publisher I pick-
ed to work for."

Turning from the corridor in-

to the anteroom of the publish-
er's office, he collided violently
with a young woman on her way
out. He halted, fumbling for
words of apology, as she gasp-
ed and stumbied backward.

She was a pretty girl, about
twenty-tw- small and shapely.
Her hair was a wavy russet
brown with glints of copper
falling in a short bob about a
face remarkable for cinnabar
lips, a faintly upturned nose
and eyes of hazel.

Whei. it came to hauteur and
petulance, she had them, too.

"I should think," she said in
a voice as even as a razor's
edge, "you'd get yourself a dog
or a cane."

He said, "With what your fa-

ther pays me I couldn't make
the down payment on a tin
cup" and glared just as haugh-
tily as Barbara Ennis swept past
him and marched down the cor-
ridor, her spindly heels rap-
ping.

Martin to the L.: ;r sanctum.
At the far side of a massive
desk, set before windows that
framed half of New York Har-
bor, George Ennis faced him.

"Ah," Ennis said. "Come in,
Martin." He was a plump little
man, round-face- with oily
strings of hair plastered against
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MAYBE THERE'S NOT
MUCH AROUND SMOKY

Doran to release you from our
payroll."

Martin drew a long breath . . .
"I'm going to get your job,"
Searle had promised.

Martin said, "That's all right
with me. I may starve, but I'll
feel cleaner."

Back in the newsroom Doran
fixed Martin with an acrimoni-
ous eye. "Why did you argue
with him? Didn't anyone ever
tell you he's the boss here?"

"I don't like him, Bill."
"You don't have to. I'm not

in love with him, but I'm polite
to him. Now I've got to beg him
to let you come back."

"Don't bother. I'll get along."
Doran rubbed his chin and

scowled'. "What about those
notes you got?"

"I'm keeping them among my
souvenirs."

"A good idea. Keep 'em safe
Ennis must have forgotten them.
Maybe you can come back on
the job with a raise in pay."

"You mean, maybe I can
blackmail the old buzzard?"

"Who said anything about
blackmail? If I happened to
mention that you'd kept the
statements, and might peddle
them to a scandal sheet like the
Star, would that be blackmail?
If he calls you up to apologize,
it will be strictly his own idea."

Doran became absorbed in a

proof shee. "Meet me at your
favorite ginmill at ten, when I
get through."

"The Gold Mine," Martin said.
"Morrissey owes me a cham-
pagne parly."

Marty went lo his apartment.
His clothes were clammy and

he started to take them off, em-

ptying the pockets. When he
came to the sealed envelope in
which he had placed Clara-belle- 's

and Morrissey - written
promises to prosecir Searle.
he put it between the aves of
the largest book on hi.-- , shelves.
And when he had stripped to
his abbreviated underwear he
stretched out on the studio
couch to consider his situation.

(To be continued)

New York is planning a $201,-000,0-

highway across the
state: loll-fre- no traffic light,
no intersections, six traffic larnw
and a view of at least 1.000 itt
ahead all along the route.
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Side Line Rounded scallops
parade down the side of this
wrap-aroun- d dress with a fitted
waistband piece and . gently
gored skirt. Buttons on the
scalloped edge make it easy to
get into.

No. 2901 is cut in sizes 12, 14,
16, 18, 20, 36, 38, 40, 42 and 44.
Size 36 requires 4 yds. 39-i- 2J4
yds. 54-i-

Send 20i for PATTERN, whicn
includes complete sewing guide.
Print your name, address and
style numbe- plainly. Be sure to
state size you wish. Include pos-
tal unit or zone number in your
address.
Address: Pattern Department,

Capita! Journal.
552 Mission St., San Fran-

cisco. Calif
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and is planning a trip to the
states.

Hart Barnes started building
a house this week on Third
street. The building is 24 by
28 feet, and will have four
rooms and a bath. The Barnes
family is living in the Evan-

gelical parsonage.

Mrs. Leisy Victim
Of Freak Accident

Lebanon Mrs. Earl Leisy of
the Crabtree community is in
the Lebanon general hospital
as the result of a freak acci-
dent at her farm home. Ac-

cording to reports, Mrs. Leisy
was putting a cow in the stan-
chion, preparatory to using the
milking machine, when the ani-

mal slipped and fell against her,
pinning her to the barn floor
and breaking her leg.
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Jefferson Properly

Changes Ownership
Jefferron Henry Hochspeier

has sold his farm, five
miles north of Jefferson, to Mr
and Mrs. Mills of Independence
They have sold their farm there.
He will give possession about
October 1.

Hochspeier and family wil
move to his mother's farm, and
will do the farming there. Mrs.
Carrie Hochspeier and Henry's
family will occupy the house
together.

O. E. Sherman has sold a
small unfinished house and two
lots on North Third street to

Dolph Payne, who plans to build
an addition onto the house
Sherman built a trailer house
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a polished scalp.
"Doran tells me you've kill-

ed the Searle story," Martin
said. ,

"There are ah certain rea-
sons why it would be undesir-
able to print it at this time."

"I know of none."
"They needn't concern you."
Martin crossed to the inner

sanctum. At the far side of a
massive desk, set before win-
dows that framed half of New
York Harbor, George Ennis fac-
ed him.

Martin's anger overwhelmed
an unfledged instinct for diplo-
macy. "You can throw away our
best local story in six weeks,
you' can shut up Clarabelle
Messmer and Morrissey with
cash, you can impress upon
your daughter that it doesn't
matter if she was indiscreet, be-
cause she has a rich father
but you can't conceal from your-
self or anybody who knows the
facts that you've fallen for
blackmail."

Ennis was shocked, "It occurs
to me, Martin, that you may be
dissatisfied with the way things
are run here."

"I am."
"Very well, Mr. King." Ennis

stretched a pudgy hand toward
the telephone. "I'll instruct Mr

Room and Board
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