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Chapter IS
It was lunch hour at Childs.
Jigger slid into a seat at one

of the six tables tended by
Irene.

Jigger said, "Coffee-and- ,
sweet. Where you been keep-
ing yourself?"

Irene looked inquiringly,
passing the ball right back.

Jigger tried to look wornout.
"I been running myself ragged
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the dector. Could be that he
killed the Doc."

Joey showed no enthusiasm
whatsoever. "Could be. Then
who killed Birdie?"

"There doesn't have to be a

relationship between both mur-

ders, does there, Joey? A hun-
dred guys could have been gun-
ning for Birdie for a hundred
different reasons if you add
up the enterprises. Birdie
found time for."

"Talk straight, Jigger."
"Okay. A good 50 percent of

what you've told me are lies.
And tl.ere's a lot more you
havn't told me. You're too old
a hand to let yourself get ma-

neuvered on a spot where two
killings lead directly to you.
You see, Joey . . . there's the
whole flaw in your routine to
date. Your record makes you
out to be no chump. The fact
that you're still alive and oper-
ating proves it."

"Am I? Why are you pass-
ing out big hints that you're
being framed and maybe from
the inside? You even planted
one with Irene."

Joey looked frightened. "You-ar- e

outa your head, Jigger."
Jigger looked amused. "Don't

look so scared, Joey. I don't be-

grudge you Irene. It was obvi-
ous that you had the hook out
for her and Irene is susceptible
to promises. Relax. Jealously
won't be the reason I drop your
case."

"You're not going to pack me
in, are you Jigger?"

"That depends on how you
deal. If you keep on from un-

der the deck, I won't play."
Joey was a harassed guy. "I

told you all I can."
Little Joey wanted to cry and

make a friend out of Jigger but
Little Joey got in the way.

Jigger said laconically, "Be
seeing you, Joey. Send out for
the funnies and take your mind
off your problems. You're look-
ing a little pale around the
gills."

It was the only time Joey
could remember that he wanted
to shake hands.

(To be continued)
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on this case. The fog hasn't lift-
ed yet."

Irene set the coffee in front
of Jigger.

"You're going at this case all
wrong."

Jigger sipper, gurgled. "How
would you know?"

"Joey's being framed from
the inside. It's as simple as
that."

Jigger said inquisitively.
How did you arrive at that?"
Irene turned to leave. "It's

my womanly intuition. Ring
me up tonight."

Jigger wangled his way in to
see Joey with A'hearn verging
on an apoplectic fit.

Joey was pettish: "You're not
doing so good, Jigger." His
hand labored a circle at his
cramped surroundings in proof.

Jigger repressed a desire to
laugh in Joey's face. "You
didn t hire me to create mira
cles, Joey. The cops didn't tag
you as an afterthought. You
were slated for the can 30 sec
onds after the cops saw the con
dition Herz was in.

'They can't hold me. My
lawyer's arguing bail. There's
nothing tying me to the killing

no evidence."
"So there's half a handcuff.

But how about Birdie, Joey?
That's the other half."

"I had nothing to do with Bir
die croaking."

He was one of your boys,
Joey. The cops know he's the
guy that started the rumor.
There's your motive for erasing
Birdie to boot."

Joev spat the words: "Birdie
wasn't one of my boys. I gave
that rat the bounce months ago.
When he was up for peddling
reefers."

Jigger studied his fingernails
minutely. "Just who are your
boys, Joey?"

Joey's eyes darted. Are you
kidding?"

"No. Who are they? I don't
keep your personnel records."

'Rocky, Munsey, the Perrottl
brothers, Big Joe, Bill Lederer,
and a dozen runners young
punks."

"What does Rocky do?
"He's controller like Mun

sey. Good kid. I gave him his
first buck."

'I know the Perrotti broth
ers act. Who is Big Joe and
how did he hook up with you?"

'IHe hit me up for a job when
T was in Miami two years ago.
Big Joe made his in alky during
prohibition. Made a deal and
paid a million bucks in income
taxes to escape a federal rap.
Lost the rest of his bundle in
Florida real estate just about
the time I hired him."

'How about Bill Lederer?
The name is vaguely familiar."

Joey wore his dislike in a
sling. "You might've heard of
him as 'Toughie about 10 years
ago, Jigger. He had the North
Side of Chicago sewed up. Even
Capone kept plenty of space be-
tween them. Bill did 10 years
in the pen for shooting up an
assistant D.A."

"Do you believe that Munsey
paid off, Joey?"

"Yeh. Unless the guy was
raised on beatings and they
don't mean nothing."

"That was no beating, Joey.
It was scientific torture. Who
took the bet from the Doc?"

"Big Joe. Our Yorkville run
ner was drafted and Big Joe was
pinch-hittin- g until we broke a
new man in."

"Who checks the slips?"
"I do and Bill Lederer does.

Lederer checked Hertz's twenty-do-

llar slip."
'Then to all appearances,

everything was in order?"
"Yeh."
"You got any theories, Joey,

about who killed the Doc?"
"That's what I hired you for
to find out."
"Do you know a guy named

Leeds, Joey?"
"Never heard of him. What's

he got to do with this?"
"His wife died on Herz's sur-

gical table during an operation.
Leeds used that to blackmail
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A new petroleum research
development is a machine that
not only supplies an octane
rating for fuels, but tells un-

der what conditions an engine
will knock, how much it
knocks, and gives a record of
knock characteristics at various
speeds.
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Tailored Playsuit Cut to give
vou room for summer snorls.
this playsuit with a separate
smrt can De made with the
square neck as shown, or with
a convertible collar.

No 2881 is cut in sizes 10, 12,
14, 16, 18, 20 and 40. Size 16
requires 27s yds. 35-i- for play-
suit, and lii yds. 35-i- for
skirt.

Send 20c for pattern, which
Includes complete sewing guide.
Print your Name, Address and
Style Number plainly Be sure
to state size you wish. Address
Pattern Department, Capital
Journal, 552 Mission St., San
Francisco, 5, California
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1'atlcrn No. It! 112
Dressing Table Decoration As a freshener for a clressinR table,

this beautiful design of butterflies and daisies can't be beat. For
b companion bed-line- n design also order No. H207!).

Pattern envelope contains hot-iro- n tranfers for 3 designs, color
chart, stitch illustrations and full directions.

Send 15 cents (coin) for each Pattern ordered Nos. and
R207D to Capital Journal, Needle Arts Dept., Ill New Montgom-
ery Street, San Francisco 5, Calif.
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