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Chapter 21

She had come to this decision
rapldly, but guite deliberately
“No one there would do e
any real haem” ghe thought
“They can't afford to, because
they're hoping to get Unpcle
Rufus'  money through me
I've pol 'to pp beck and find
out whal's happened to My
Fennel ™

Sho was

perfeetly thil
hatl  happened Lo
Fennel, and that Miles was te-|
sponsible for I1: she was pro-
foundly alormed and troublod
yet in her hearl there was still
that unshiakable vonfidence in
Fennel.

Her ‘ehiel molive was loyal-
ty. Fennel had come entirely
on her aceount; any mitdven-
ture thal had befallen him was
due to his wish to help her
And now she would help him.

“I can't wvery well go to the

alrn

poliee,” ihe thought. *“I have-|
n'l any evidence that anything's
happened. And Aunt Emma
would know how o mako
things Took all right. She eall |
cd in that detoctive hersell . |
I wish I'd kepl that other letter
—the one with the mones In it |
It wus a forgery, of course. Whao
dld 17  Miles? Is that what
he's so wretched aboul?"

“If anyone load ever cared for
him," she thought, “had ever
taken any trouble over him, he
might  have been—a decent
man."

And that, in a way, was let
requiem  for Milez.  She haa

pitied him and had done what
she could for hinm and now she
had finished with him

“I you'll

ve to the Eust

Hazlewood tion," she lold
the ehaufleur 'someone there |
can lell you how lo reach a
lwlhr: called “The Chalet,'
"Paying for this taxi Is-going
lo make an awiul hole in my
ten dollars,” she thought, “But

Mrs. Frick's turned so amisble

They were going up the hill
now, alobg the woodlund road |
The sun was gone, the sky was
drained of color; her Among
the trees there was omber
twilight, The Chalel was «
house casy fo get into, bul not

£0 casy o leave,

*I'11 see to Lhut!" she thought

and leaning forward. spoke (o
the driver

“Please  wait  for me,'" she
sald.  “And if 1 don'l eome out

in half an hour, pléase go to the
door and ask for me."”
He turned around o look al

her, and in the guthering dusk

his swarthy face had, sae
ght, a atrange, seerel lnok |
she sald 1o hersell
Ly 'iml s ridiculobs . . . "\ud|
alowd: “Please — don'l go away
without me.” she wEald,  “No
matter wial anyone =i
Even if someone comes m1 antd
pays vou and says I'm not com-
ing, I—Ilpm go Sh
stopped, akhames and  hall-

frightoned by the lremor in her

voice, the unmis ble note of
appeal “You he  sald
“I've—lefl my bag there l—
i * o sia

i - 50 ll

vou 1] please ‘\.ul aleia |

*Why don't yez leave m
and ask for yer bag?" he
od,

The kindness  in hils vole
nearly unnerved L

“Thanks ever so muely but
I'vo—got to—gu' in.’

“I'l) wail,™ he said. “And i
they won't leave z come out;
will T tell some  fricnds  of
yours?

“Yes!" she gried PIL give |
you an address — [ you have u
peneil”

He stopped the cab, halfwas

up the hill and not yet in sigh
of the house, ani f

an a bil gl
paper she wrote Mrs, Friek's
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Pulling the paper in his pook-
¢l, he turned awny again,

sWell . .. " he “May-
be they got a right to keep your
bag. but they gol no right to
keep you. Thal's again the law.™

‘Oh—" =he began, and stop-
he thought this

saidl.

,u d. Evidenlly
\ an pffuir of unpoid board;
let him go on thinking
S wadl, aworigna" he add-
ed. “Don't vou worry!™

But she did worry! As [hey
furned the corner, and she sow
the house agaln, 50 desolate, ani
bleak, such o fear swepl oyer

her that for a moment she was
paralyz
Thore was nothing really o

be alrald of: the cab would be
wuiting for her and the driver
had Mrs, Frick's address. And
even without thal no one would
wiant to hurt her, for only
through her could they get Un-

| ele Rulus's money

14
whole  thing'
“How Miles acled
Mr. Fennel's letler. I'll teli
her that i she doesn’l lel me
know at pnee what happenefi (o
Mr, Fennel, she needn’t expest
me 1o help her out with any
maoney ever.  lve got the up
per hand I must pemember
that.”

Light was shining from the
windows of the lounge. Bul all
other dark rooir
“I hiave lthe upper hand!® §he
sald 1o hersell, “Pethaps I'm
the only person who can find
oul what happened (o Mr, Fen-
nel Perhaps  they've

tell  Auni

e

Emmga the
thought.
ald  about

done

| something—horrible . .

N W

5 very rd o beliove
thiat, when she stood again in
the shadow of thal house,

“Unele Rufus," she thought,
will o shoelk. L promizsed not
lo Teave him!"

She stopped oulside the door,
appalled.  How was It possible
that she had f:-n..ntlt.n that? For

A moment pair. seized her.
Then she began tp think sanc-
Iy and lucidly.

“I'Hostand by him I won't
desert him. But [ will not—

I cannol live in thal house, 1
must gee lim and explain if.
There must be some sort of lo-
in. the village: TI'll stay
. and come to see him e
¥ until he's woll enough
tn leave, Ul beg him to in-
sisl ‘upen having a nurse {for the
nights. "I do it all quite open-,
Tyt A
she glanced buck at the cap
that stood square and solid in
the driveway, ils lights shining
out elearly, Then she opened
the door and entered the lounge
“AR!" zaid a bland voiee, and
Mr I‘u.\:s rose from his chair
“Mizs Diana . We've been
walting for you!™
Ty he continued
e
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