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from the potent

odor of her per-

l'and his head grew light again|

D fume, Lotuz Petals. Hix biush- |

Sophie answered the call jpne face amused her.
from the kitchen's exiension “Something wrong, dearesi?"
and Marlo, who had Jjust en- she asked unnecessarily.
tered fo order some coffee, fNo, nothing." he sulped |
stond by listening. “Da =it down. darling.” she|

“Miss Drew’s residence.” sald | said, gracefully waviog him to |
Sophie In her bored manner. a chair. while she proceeded to
Then & sign of life came into | etysreh herself out moest allur-
her deadpan face as <he ls-lingiy an the cushioned bamboo |
tened and abruptly turned to| ghajzette |
Marlo I've just had the most devas-

“That flowery Jerk down- | jgting scene with Ben Golder
stairs savs Mr, ‘Winston wanls over you. precious ™
to came up." John managed o satieeze in

Marlo stamped her fool lm- | ‘e
patiently, “For crvin® out loud “Yes," she said, as she looked
what's he doing here at this 54 him adoringly. “Ben does
hotirr of the morning? n't think vou're woriny of ms

“Shall 1 say  youre still great, groal sacrifice”
aslecp?” Sacrifice?”

Marlo  thought hard. "Ne, John'z  question  eanvinoed
there's something serewy goltag | Atarlo 4 he hadn't read Fe-
on, Tell Dithers to send Bifn | fix Wilder's article in the morn-
up." « | Ing newspaner

“But what abeut Mrs. Wins- “Darling.” she =aid tragical-
T v, *1 have =ome marvelous

“1"11 get rid of her" news for you.'

Marla swept back inlo the And zhe let John azk. "You
living room have!

“Mrs. Winston” she a-_ckr'-.‘i_l “Yee " she sigled I. Marle
overgraciousty, “I'm  terribly | Drow. have retired from the
sorry, but il absolutely slipped | theatre.”
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“Won't you reconsider fell-

Marlo loaked at her in ulter | ing me about your little plan?™
disgust. “Look, Mrs. Winston, An amused smile came over
I've lstened enough lo your|Madge's face. “Then you're
silly prittle-praftie, and now I | willing to listen?"
you'll excuse me- | It almost Killed Marlo to say

Marln's  rudepess  brought | “Yes."

Madge to her feet, and she :pr.kp “Very well”  said  Madge
coolly, “I'm loft with only onellightly, as she returned to the
allernative, Miss Drow." divan

Marln looked at her coldly "1 npeed a stimulant” =ald
“And what [z that, Mrs, Wins- Marln, “If I have Sophie make
ton?" . some coffee, will you join me?"

41 shall have to reconslder|  “I'd be delighted.”
giving John a divoroe “I'l] tell Sophie.”

Withoul another word Madge In the meantime, downstairs
picked up her purse and start-|in the lobby, poor Mr. Dithers
ed for the door, and Marlo, | the manager, knowing Madge
realizing she was in & tight|was upsialrs., became excited
spol, grew panicky. #z he watched John Winston

“Mrs. Winston — wait!” she (come siriding up te the desk.
called. “Goad morning," said Johin

Madge turned. “Wail? For |erisply. “I'd like to see Miss
what?" Diew." -

“I'm sorry 1 lost my :r'rnnm'."| “But," Mr. Dithers choked

she said apnlogetically,

foreing

3 meek smile,

“That's
Madge
she had
hand.

quite all right,”

indifferently, I:nhwlng_

the

sald

situation well in

again and asked feebly, “do you
[ think yvou should?"”

John looked surprised, “Why |
not?"

No reazon, no reason,” he
| stuttererd, and plcked up the

my mind that 1 promised to let
myself

be

altacked by an over-demonstra-

interviewed

“Youl have?"
this

ghe lel him say |

apain

morning.  The manison hisway Joihin wanted {o tell her wihiv
up hore now. so would: You lhe was there and pol awav,
mind waiting for just a oW but instead. he foreed a slckly
moments in my bedroom?®” emilo

“Not at all,” and Madgae rose Thett, like lghining, she
agrecably from the divan | switched to a question thal

And as Madge enfered the! sunned John.
bedraom Marla called 1o her “When are vou going lo force
“When he's gone, I'll listen 10| vour wife to apply for a div-
thut lttle plan of yours” As| grep?” she demanded.
<he closed the door the front-| “Forve her?"
door buzzer sounded, ) | “Afier all she changed ia

Marla flew Into the klichen | 4 cooing voice. “she could post-
as Sophie cntered  from  the pape petfine one  indefinitely.
kitchen. . couldn’t she?™

“Sophie, let him in and el ST suppose so."
him ta ioin me on the tervace” Marlo resented his indiffer-
ghe whispered, then nodded 01 ant attitude and spoke  tart-
wiard her bedroom T would- | {v. “I have retived from the
n'toput it past Mres. Faney | theatre, vou know.™
Drawets in there to glue her ear | And John took a dangerus
to. the keyvhole™' Then she| |ppe. Saving “Maybe wvpu
guickly dashed oul on' the ter-| chouldn't have retived so soon.”
nace. [ To he vnntmuod
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