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"Dad's bus?--' In his office. Can
I do anything for you gentle
ment?" Her smile embraced
them all.

"See a sorrel topped rider
around on a big roan? lie's a
killer. We trailed the coyote
up Dry creek."

"You mean Tom Curran," she
inquired innocently.

"Curran, Hell! He's a r.

Bushwhacked Curran
in the desert."

Thornton's knuckles whit-
ened a his hands grasped the
sides of his chair. His lips
moved.

"One squawk," warned O'-

Shane softly, gun gripped in a
tensed fist, "and you're buzzard
bait."

"Why. certainly I've seen
him." came the clear accents of
Viola's voice.

"Where?"'
With amazement, the redhead,

every nerve taut as a bow-strin-

heard her reply, "Oh, he
left half an hour age. He
seemed in an awful hurry.'

"Which trail did he take?"
Brazos' voice was bitter with
disgust ,

"Over there!'' Viola extended
a shapely arm and vaguely
pointed westward.

"Like I said." growled a
"he's heading for the

Dragoons."
' Let's ride!'1 shouted Brazos.

In a smother of dust, the posse
bunched and clat tcred away.

Brazos swung round in the
saddle as they strung through
the col ton wood avenue. Viola
fluttered a liny handkerchief in
farewell. The gunman raised a
hand in salute and the dust
plumes hid him.

The girl tripped back into the
silent room.

"Well?" she challenged the
perplexed O'Shane. "Do you
still want lo shoot me?"

"I'm sure grateful, ma'am,"
he stammered. "Can't figure
why you'd side a saddle bum."

"Tit for tat," she returned
brightly. "You save my life and
perhaps I saved yours. Now
we're even!'

"Like heck we are.' declared
the redhead fervently. "If ever
you need a gun hand, Mike
O'Shane will come arunning."

The force of his words brought
a faint blush to the girl's
cheeks. Thornton's brusque
voice broke in. "My daughter
displayed a regrettable lack of
judgment. O'Shane. which 1 will
discuss with her later. Right
now, I suggest you ride and
keep rifling."

(To be continued)
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O'Shnne, his un swinging.
"For heaven's sake, stop,

Vi!" implored Thornton. "This
man's a killer he's desperate!"

Hut with a challenging flash
in her eyes, the girl conlintied
to walk towards the half-ope-

door and the crouching figure of
O'Shane.

Willi a smothered oath, he
yrahhed at her shoulder. She
slipped out of reach and, before
he could intercept her, tripped
through the doorway and out
upon the gallery.

Willi tight lips. O'Shnne
watched her, poised at the rail,
as she flung a carefree greeting
to the milling bunch of horse-
men.

"Thornton around?" Again
Brazos' voice.
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tcred his tiling to hold Thorn-
ton or his daughter as a hos-

tage. Flint hard, his blue eyes
swepl over Viola's doll-lik- pro-
file as she slood. lips parted will)
excitetiieol. watching the ap-

proaching knot of riders. Com-
mon sense told him that if some
of WacUer's. hired gunnies
formed pari of that posse they
would riddle Ihe ranch house
with lead. The lite of one girl
would mean nothing to them.

The riders were so close now
thai Ihe rattle of hit chains
and blowing ol horses could be

plainly heart), O'Shane edged
back into the obseuhly of Ihe
room. Brazos' sharp voice
hailed:

So.utlon 0, Y,.r-.y- -. Pun.. 623 ll r.Ai. In &&A X fJ
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1. Cut .eiiKlll- -

2. Snpp.i: t for
liia r

Shaded by (he roof of the gal- -

lery, (he Iwo men had not yet
been sighted by Ihe oncoming
posse. O'Shane shot a quick
glance nt Colonel Thornton. The
Intter's eyes met his coldly. Jt
was obvious to the fugitive that
Thorn Ion regarded him as no
more than an accuser! murderer
and importer, who should right-
ly ho behind bars.

The led head's right hand
snaked down; his gun came up,
aligned squarely on the ranch-
er's chest.

"One squawk and I'll let day- -

light into you, misler!" le
nodded towards the open floor
of the house. "Clet inside! You
loo. ma'am."

Thornlon hesitated, eyed the
squat barrel of the 4"i and
O "Shane's trim set jaw behind
it, his shoulders and'
stepped towards the door.

With n faint srpieal. Viola
ran up the step and followed
h n

The ( 'nlunel dropped into an
nvm chair, while Viola slalioned
hrr-e- l f at a window. Tensed.
O'Shane crouched by the door.
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"Hello Ihe hoiiM'!"

Willi an abrupt movement. Yi-

ola Thornlon turned fioni the
window and stepped quickly to-

wards the door.
"Slick r a p e d

O'Shane. uiging up his iron.
"1 will no! I" Mie ici!.Mi pei-t--

"and dare oii to shoot
"me
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not repress an adminm; i;nn.
Thornlou's daughter mmhl look
a doll, but had sand.
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