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Still Unexpluined

Secretary of War Stimaon's elaborate explanation of the
ineident over Catania, Sicily, ast July in which 10 Ameri
planes and their 44 ogcapits were gshot down by “friendiv”
fire still lenves much to be explained to the satizfaction of
the hume {olks.

For the most parl the people ave willing to fccept Lhe
word of Stimson or anyv other qualified authority that the
incident was unavoidable, one of the wnpredictabile h
of the highly complicated tacties of combined operations in
imodern warfare. But many of them are not satisfied with
the reasons given by the secretary for keeping news af 1he
doss seerel for nine months—aml then admitting it only after
a Washington newspaper columnist had dug wp the fuety
from unofficinl <ources antd exposed them,

Nor does the fact that a similar incident over Gela, Sicily.
two days earlier, I which 28 American transports and Q10
men were shot down, was only recently brought to lHght in

dhe spme unafficial manner add anything to the wavering
‘unl!fllln jee of the public in the accuracy and Tranknd
the afficial waire Hiformation being given out,
b There ik a growiipe feeling that the whole story i nol bejnge
Mald that more than s justified by reasons of military se-
curity is heinge held back,
Y Stimson's statement that “all operations in the vieinity of
Catanin were under British command and it is not onr eus
tom o report their operations any more than it woulil he
for them to report ours!” may sulfice as an explanation for
not revealing the details of the action in which the plines
were shot down,  But it does not angwer the question as to
why not even the bare fact of the loss of 33 planes carrying 454
Amerienn Tighting men waz ever officially reported. The
secrelnry ntlempts to dodge aodireet reply 1o that guery in
these worils:

"

A dozen differont reagsons contribufed (o the losses, J,|||-_
Ing all the way from Unexpected enemy actlon diring the ha
bf the complleated ale, soa and ground operation al night. to 1In
Iehsariess of thousinds of men under enemy Five for the firse thoe
I s dmpossible toogive o complete explanation ol sl of 1he .-

eonfeibuling fuctors without, as 1 hove said, giving the enemy a
tehifirges continie Lo pap up oc-

plueprint of our methods of conducting sueh an of fepsive
|
not yeported for nine months, and leads w4 o suspeet that
i i f

olher disagreenble news concerning Americion ronps e
hapk i bejng suppressed out of consideration for the Britizh
or for other reasons,

Revolt Against Our School System

In an nddeess on the T60h anniversary of the University j—

Nowvelties
In the News

qu of the Hour

of Californin, its president, Dr. Robert G. Sproule. eallod for
a post-war end of “so-called | sive eduention.” whise
“helpless victims,” the students, were doscribed as sufforers
from “all muanner of educational dyspepsiaand malnoteition.”
He deciared the movement hins "run itg course™ and alter the
wir, it appeared cortain that “the long-time interests of the
race’ would peccive some protection ageainst “the devasta-
tion of vampant adolescents and sub-adoleseonts" He warnod
that Yentasteaphe™ lies abead unless Amervican odoacition
teturns Lo "fundsmental=" in “the digeiptined edueqtion of
out sludents"

Dy, Sproule treaced the change of the educationn] zvstem
fo the leadership of President Eliot of Haevard dniver |
About 30 years apo, he stated, higher odueation swung ovey
almost completely 1o the free election sys<tem, and primary
and. secondney cdueation transferred control of the schools
in large parct from the ténchers to the pupils,  He continued:

“Students of all ages were engouraged (o (ollow their highly
efficient noses into soap courses and vocationnl courses, ol
eourses that came in the afternoon amd thus peraatted ong
morning naps, or doto eoirses thinl came o the moenbng and felt
the afternoon fvee tor play,  Faculties, and particularly depart
ments, withoul any contral by competent educational dictitinges
waore epeotrsged o multiply the Gghos on the glopoy table of by
ecuontionn] enfeteria. No wonder the Helpless vietins suffeced all
matiner of educational dyspapria and  oalduieition

D Blob may have starfed the ceaze bt it his been in
dugtvionsly extended and enlaeged by the Teachers Coll
of Columbin university which has creafed a0 nationawide
tencher machine to promote the capse and the vesalt s ap
parent in the insufficiont grounding o essentials of o
graduates. The disciplined mind, velated do0a porpese. wore
abjective of education, has been lost sight of in the undis
ciplined enrviculum.

De, Sproule states Chat the University of Californin i
alveddy abandoned the Troe election svstem i pranciply
ancl it 18 to b hoped higher educational institutions gonorally
follow the lead and return 1o sanity,

Unity of War Command

There jx considornble demand ncongress wod elsewhiore
for teorganizution of all wrmed geevices tooattuln complet
ity of eommund, instend of Dmprovising oftey the wia
mnterinlizes, 2 Is being lokeed how I woulll elftminite
feiction betweeny the Dhegnehes and make Tor effieioney sl
harmony,  And it would be el 1o aveomjilish in wartinu
thactl 1 peace Hine

Thie problem of unity of commnnd” wie ontlined e v
late Goneral Givllo Diidiet of [ealy, who hits beon callind
“Mahan of wie powee™ in his prophetic Book *The Cony il
of the Ale,” wreitben in 1928, He ranks slong with the Int
MRl Mitehell in foresecing the uphenval in military or
ganization brought about by the advent of air power Hy
sl

he am sthdent will deal essentinlly with B prins T
vy Atunent 1 WD e naxyl The aeronantionl stadenl
with - the avrin i 1 they deal with war i generenl
wach enphianive U wWhien w8 of more antevest too the e
foree toe whieh he & There are army SXpeei= vy expert
ane weriad ex it Bt Hhe are o, WHr experd And war
foddivisiinle, and sols s pu The vew war docteine showdil
of cobirse e baered g the combibaed pmplos e of e carnid
{foree L thee i whio dicects Yhie combined @mplo
mient il g all e armied lovdes ns parts of o singla whols
digected townrd a Bl min

Pronhiot (1SE909800 was treated in taly m as Mitehell
was inAmerica by the army amd naval brass hat e o
committad to prison by a militars tribunal in 1006 Tor critis
vl apalysis of operations of war, which v
the debuele at I':||-nr-

TustiCied by
to.  He wne reenlled to the army in
1018 to hewl ral direction of aviati il e 19621
promoted tooge He advoested the extablistiment of
'|l1(|u;||-l|dllln1_ e unil having sutonomy aqul ta that «
Al navy and ds eredited with the Tlest expoumding o
BritzReieg, Tater utilized by Germnny,

Std” Suys Oregon o maivtan (B oW vital pre

4 duction sehedules,
Cﬂﬂt Spure Men Hin stalement came In to
Portiand, Apell 21 0L C sponse (6 queries ¢
Stoll, state manpower direcior, | war production hoare 1
snid oday that Otegon cannol | workers gt a Paseo, Wish , Wl
spare men for outside projecis | project,

The Secret Weapon Our Enemy Fears
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Cause for Alarm

il Serving m

Uncle Sam

‘shan, 5 4/'¢c
slationed al Norman, Okl
altend aviation mach

schonl Hiz  wile formerly
Emyl Kipple, has arrived there

Douglas: Ruppe, [lnished

boot eamp. s home on o 15-doy
leave. With him is his huddy,
Donnld Galyven of North Da-
kota. ‘Thoy will repor! hack to

Farragut to n golng out unit «
April 27, Douglas'
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lough st home (his month lea
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Weat Salemy—Li. Verlln
Combs of the army nir corps
arcived Monday to spend a 15-
day furlough with his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. George Combs. Li
Comhbs was commissioned and

received his wings April 15

the  Pecos, ‘Texas, army  air
[
of

field’ following completion
his twin engine advanced
ling. ‘The young officer

ed in December. 1842, bul was
nol assigned: to tradning until
Frebruary 28, 1942 when he was
sont Lo the Fresno, Calif, re-
coption ecenter from where he
wae Aransferred 1o the 1314
CT DL Elenshyrg, Wash., for
academic training He [later
‘nining
at the Santa Ana. Callf, army
air base until aesigned In Oetb
1943, to the Cal Aot Flight
{emy, Ontario, Calif, for
tenin:

continued his academie tr

rer
A
psic and primary [light
Ing.  Hig advanced trainin

begun early this year ot 1he

lian
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the Beatler-Quistad Lumber

Fompany

Mr. and Mrz, Combs have two

olher =ong in the service, J
Combs, machinist  maie
stationed since last Octoher
Notth Africa with & nayval w

and Merle Combs, whio has pise-
e his gqualifieation teste for the
1ils s

ariny alr crope and av
dgnment 1o training I June
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rheWar Today

By DeWitt Mackenzie

An Interpretative analyvsiz of
waur developments by a fam-
ous Ausociated Press war cor-
respondent.

v

There has been widesp

aecopliance of startiing the-
gix tht Russia will emerge from
* a5 dominant r ool
itern | phere, and

evide
as we
stages of 1ne oon-

i=s ne
enter the fall
flict.

One Indication of the trend is|

the manner in which numerous
European countries are orient
wles, I greater or
townids Moscow
porticilarly noticeable
soultheastorn Eu-

al
-348 Tepre
rrnmnllh‘r of natiopal ltberation
meral De Gaulle In
dng out of it= way . o
maks nyveriures 1o Rilssia,
Dr. Benes Quoled

A potable example of this
tendeney is provided by dought)
little Chezchoslovakian — early
aacrifice on the aitar of Hitlerlan
appeasement.  One of the mile-
stones i this trend was the
signing of A pact of mulual as-
sistonce anil post-war conpera-
tionn botween the soviel and
Czechosloviakls last Decembor
Then in February President Ed-
ward Benes announced thal Mos-
cow and ountry were waork-
ing for a v alliance, including
Paland, 1o secure peace in east-
ern Burope

Pursuant to thal we have an
ariicle by Dr. Benes in the My
I= af Free World magarzine
in which he eniphasizes the need

o i

zone, for

L of Slavic =olidarity as n barricr
it the nezi and  faseist)

s of reaction. The doclor

' o oo Lig one of the world's distinguish-
Word has been received by

Mr. and Mrs. W, E. Obershan
| of West Salem, that their son,
| Howard C. Obe
I

ad statesmen and so moerits at-
tentian when he spys:
"I look on this war as an

| higtorie action to pul a finel
erman drang |
| iocly ostern (drive td the east)

stop Lo the pi

This war hins been' a vivid dem-

| onstration that there must be
friendly and loyal eollaboration
| among  Poland, Crechslovakio

and soviel Russia.”

I Shivies Involved

D, Benes maintalng that “'the
future of the Slav countries is
indisnlubly linked to a fight for
frecdom on behall of all Slavie
peoples ©  He explains he does-
n't mean that the Slaves should

Cformoa selid bloe, since o blog

excluding  nll other peoples
would threaten them and weanld

coanslitule a new power in Eu-

rope

Indiveol cmphnziz was added
fo this artiele yesterday on the
arelvil of Jan Masarvk, deputy
prime ministor and foreign min-
Ister of Czechoslovakin, in New
York from England.. He declar-
e his country trusts the soviot
union  implichly  regarding  fu-
ture relations between the two,

Of eourse, Dr. Benes" declar-

satlon doesn’t Indieate weaken- |

ing of the [friendship among
Crochodlovakin, America and
Britain.  Indecd, It may fit the
truism that world peace depends
on cooperation among the big
throe—America,  Britain  and
Russin,  However, the orienta:
tion towards Moscow iz evidemt
and it will be strprizing il
among oihers, Poland, Bulgaria,
Yiugoslnvio, Finland and Rol
manin don't follow suit in due
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