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* Room and Board

By Gene Ahern
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XS KILAD HACE moxmcu:z EN & " ettt
N SURREY S L SHEAR my OWN FLESCE o ESPECIALLY
3 AND T WEAR T, ===+ SACKING
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JUST LIKES 'EM
On THE TABLE
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[MURDER IN TIN

By CARL A. PETERSON

Chapter 9

1 repealed. “Where is your
father? Never mind about gel-
ting down. I'll take you down.”

1 don't know," she said, look-
ing at me helplessly.

She had o do better than
that, I thought, My skepticism
must have shown on my [ace,
for she added:

Y1 don't know where my

. ather 5, How many times must
1 tell all of you that I don’'t know
where my father Is!"

1 released the elevator brake
and pressed the stroet level bul-
ton for there was no point In
listening to her stercoplype of
innocence,

We walked down the lobhy
and through the door to San
Juan de Letran,

“Your father—" I bhegan.

Bhe put her hand on. my arm
gnd removed it in the second.
T wondered whether the ges-
ture was on the level or pre-
meditated,  Anyway, It made
me remember that we weren't
exactly alone. The Gestapo and
our people had undoubledly sup-
plied anonymous companions.
Dur Gestapo escort had the
more difficult job; he or she had
to stay oul of nolice of our men.

My heart began to beat fast-
er. 1 pul my arm through her's,
Lot the Gestapo man, 1 thought,
teport Intimacy belween us,
Thalt was my conscious reason.
Halt-zuppressed was the anolh-
er, a elmpler reason,

She sald, "1 think we can dis-
pense with that."

“Ordinary procedure," I anld.
“We're both a long way from
home,"

“And we're both Amerieans,"
she added sarcastipally.

“That's something most poeo-
ple are proud of"
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"Belleve me," she sald ab-
ruptly. "Believe me—"

“Belleve what?"

"My father's In
cause he has tn he
that a dozen times.
they guestion me, 1 tell them
that. Dad’s life is In danger,”

“Danger from what?"”

“Mirtilo."

“What sbout Mirtilo?"

“T don't want to talk aboul
him."

“Why not?"

"Mr. Calder, are you ques-
tloning me in your capocity as
Bl

“As a [riend,)” T said.

hiding be.
I've xaid
Every time

“A good friend,” she added
fust ns ironically.
1 laughed. “As I see it, the

one thing you want most is the
safety of your father, isn't that
Fa?"

"Yes."

“You need all the help you
can gel, Your father has a great
many encmies."

She wans silent, I pounded

awny al her. “"You called me
inte vour room veslerday Lo
prove o Mertilo that you and

1 were friondly. Even exireme-
ly friendly, shall [ say. There
was_another consideration, too,
You wanted lo prove to him
thit you were proteoted by the
government.”

I didn't know whal T was
doing. He was threatoning me
ant you seemoed decent—"

“Thanks very muech. But you
laven't answered me, You
wanted to prove to Mirtilo thal
yvou were protecled by the gov-
ernment.  Incidentally, you
winted (o doefleel hoth of us
from your father's track.
wanted te furn the govern-
ment's and the gestapo's hunt
after your father into a hunt
of each other.”

“Did you say gestapo?”

1 glanced nt her, Her face wns

You |

“T don't helieve you'

YT tell you at dinner. You
may as well come atong.'

She smiled at me, It was her

chilly smile
“Your father Interests me
very much,' 1 sald, “Hiz spo-

cialty interesis me, Exploration
for new ore bodies has almost
stopped and yet he has contin-
ued to diseover new ore bodies
His reputation i=-almost legend-
ary."

We were walking up the Ave-
nida Juarez, past the fashion-
| able stores. “In former years,
your father wouald digcover new
ore hodies and sometimes he
would forget to report them to
his amployers. Later on, he
waould sell these locations 1o
speculators of the Mirtilo type,
It was mn semi-illicit businecss
your father was engaged in. But
we're at war now and his tin
lngation presents a blg 1=
sue."

“May 1 ask the point of this
rambling lectura?"

“Just 4 general outline!' I
wondered how effective [ was in
this dust-throwing game. “¥You
can't set a peso value on your
father's discovery, Is it werth
five million pesos? Ten? IU's tin
and we're short of tin in & war
for our existence.”

“Lionk here,” she said, “If vou
sincerely and honestly will pro-
teet my father, I'll do my best
to help youw."

“I'Il do my best,” I said,

‘Do you know who Chevalle
182"

“No"

“He's a Frenchman, the own-
er of several novelly shops who
came to Moxieo yedars ngo. I
phoned Chevaile about an ap-
pointment Chevalle was s
poor min when he first eame
to Mexico, I remeimber dad gay-
ing he had made Chevalle rich
and thot if he ever was in a
tough spot he could eount on
the man he had made rich

“You feel Chevaile can aid
vou? But why this particular
man in this particular eity?
Your father's grateful

bpckers
can be found in Rio de Janeiro,
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Pattern No. 1888
Bright flowers and butterflies smarten up the old easy chair.
The illustration ean't show how all your favorite colors are
wurked Into the design, butl the easy-lo-follow color chart makes
it plain, If you prefer, why not use the large motif in the center
and the smaller ones sl the ends of a scarf? Of you can make
a buffet set out of them. Pattern envelope containg hot-iron

Butnos Alres—"

“T don't like your
tone,"

15 it Mexico City because you |
know vour father's here ||uw1'|
Why Chevalle?™

She glared al me, her oy
open wide, her lips parted un{ll

felt whal she wanted me (o
foel, That T was rude and stupid
and elumsily suspicious.

YLet’'s gel some
sald.

She hesitated. “All right,”

To be continued
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Mutt and Jeff
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BY THE MOUNTAINATA
SRIBESMAN MEANED
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