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“The Papers”

And, allbough Asey hadn'l
eonsidered this particular an-
gle of the situation hefore, he

8 couldn't stake his oath' that the
gont was the only thing Alfred
had buried, And, after all, Miss
Olive was siill missing,

Y1t that goal was a rod her-
rin')" Asey murmured lo him-
golf, 'U'm goin' Lo/ Jook one
plumb’ dumb fooll"

He' strode over
kitehen ells

Thie lghts wont oul befare he
got lhere, and as he peered
around the corner, Washy, In
a belled mackinaw and with his
1ille blue lnilled cap'on his
head, sidled oul the kitchen
door and started down {he palh.

He didn't exactly run, but he
walkod so rapidly on tiptoe that
Lhe effeet was the same, and he
held his head down and his
ghoulders erouched n liltle, as if
he were trying lo make himself

. small

3 With a puzzled look on his

1 face, Asey walched for & mo-
ment, and then quiclly-sel off

toward the

¢ down the path oafter him.

He heard a erackling sound
as: Washy left, the path and
gkirted the brush pile; and then
{he safl crunching of his sneak-
ers a5 he hurriod along down

| nnothor gravel path,

Kooping  well behind  him,
Asey [ollowed him: around o
sl pond,  through: a plhe

woods, and down o lilble slop-
g [ A the by shore

Washy paused for a moment
al the edge of the heach grass
and then eontinued more slow-
Iy toward the gaunt outlines of
a bathhouse thal logmed oul of
e fog.

Waves lapped

on. the shore

_ beyond, and a boll buoy rang
hollowly from Quissel Harbor,
nntd then Asey heard the ral-

e of Keys and the click of a
padlock,

Washy swung apen the bath-
house door, emerged o moment
laler with a shovel, and then
began Lo dig Indusitiously In
e sand,

Afler a fow momenls he Stop-

ped, Jabbed his shovel upeight
o the sand, ol ook some-
thing Iraim the podkoel of hig

maekinnw,

Rep'lar Fellers

Asey strolled forward.

Hiz hands were In the pock-
els of his ecoal and he almost
saunlered up to Washy, bul he
was repdy o meel anything
from a Irontal allack wilh (he
shovel {0 whal usxed to be
Washy's plece de resistance, a

a =orl of elementary flying
tackle.
“By gorry, it's you, Ascy!"

Washy said in avoice of pleased
relief. "1 must say 1'm glad! I
been tryin' to get hold of you
alllevenin' long o see whal you
thought was best for me to do
aboul these cussed (hings, Here,
You take 'em."

He held oul a flal Hfly eigor-
etle tin,
Asey ook It with eaulion,

Washy was also a past masler

of the exlended hand and the
hearty grip,  And when  you
eame Lo and pleked yourself p,
you.  found your arm Wi
broken.

"Whal's this, Washy?!"

“It’s them cussed papers.
Honest, Asey, I becen like o go
crazy, with them cussed cops

atickin' thelr cussed noses inlo
evorything, for fear they'd find
‘e an’ start askin' my wife—
say, you mel my wile now,
pln't yout"

“Uh-hul.

“hen you know, if thoy Lind
these papers an' ask hor nboul
‘o, U'nva gonee! 1 kept thinkin!
e Be all clghl as soon as Miss
Ollve come back, Bol with her
awiy, o one wouldn't ever be-
lleva me.  AnMhow, fbw you
gol el e hooked his ogicm
ehummily in Asye's, “an' overy.
thing's aleny. My, my, 1U's good
to got them cussed things off
my mind, 1 can tell you. Come
on back up to the house, Asey,
an' lel's us lalk aboul the vle
days—"

‘Wallt up,'" Asey disongagod
himzelf warily. He still didn't
trust, Washy even in Hhiz mood
of benlgn good huamaor, “What's
all this about papors?”

"Qh, fhey e In e i, Come

an oub of this damp an' fog
an-—"

“Hold on, Washy! Come back
here! What arve Lhese paper
an' whal's the ddea of buryin'
Ty

Tolold poul Washy sald [m
putlently, 1 rlmll witnl Hhem

Hy Gene H:.'rnl!n'

wife an' ask her any questlions
abouil 'em, because then 1'd be
a goner! 'So 1 thought 1'd just
bury ‘em oul of the way till
| Miss Olive come back, because
then people'd believe me—say,
Asey, wou don't think nothin'
happened lo her, do you?"
| “1' ‘hope not., Washy, slop
dancin' around, an' 1ell me
| what these pipers are!
“They're Just the notles”
Washy look Asey's arm again,
“She wouldn't never take 'em,
you see, She sald she trusted
me. Bul 1 said, '‘Miss Olive,
with & sum of money llke Lhat,
you gol to have & nole.! I told
her thal ten yvears ago, So I
miukes oul a nole. N'en as I paid
hor back, I made out other
noles: She gives me a recelpt
every time I pay her hack. The
receipls is in that box, too.
“Do I understand,"" Asey was
honestly bewildered, “that you
| owe her money?"
| “Only two thousand now,"
Washy sale with pride, “I paid
back Lhe other five"
“"Washy," Asey said, "come
aver here an' sit down on these
bathhouse sleps an' let me gel
this siralghtened oul, Miss Ol-
Ive onee lenl you seven Lhou-
&and dollars? What for?" Asey

asked,
Washy understood his ques-
lion. "You gce, len years ago

the bank foreclosed. Kind of
hard, times was then. An' the
vussedesl part was, Ascy, I had
the: money to pay ‘em willy, on-
Iy it was all tied up in this
schooner, Ever know Sim
Smith?"
Al Six Per Cent

"I wag pariners with Sim
Smith in this schooner,” Washy
sild, "Thal's where my money
wis ted up, I knew I'd gel the
money back all right, some day,
but the bank, It had to get pald
cpsh money lhen, see?!

Asey nodded,

“Well" Washy conlinued, "I
was leelin' pretty blue aboul it
all when Miss Ollve came lo me
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orte day, nul In the Kltchen, an'
sald she knew how things was,
an' she'd like to léend me (he
cash money Lo pay the bani.
Only she didn't want Mrs. Doaneg
to know. So—""

YWhy not?'

“Miss Olive said Mrs. Doane'd
make a lot of fuss pver her, an'
things wouldn't be the same, an'
nothin' but hard feelin's ever
come when one woman lent an-
other woman money—I think
ghe was right, don't you, Asey?
An' when them cussed cops
starled pokin' around lonight,
I thought lo myszelf, T wasn't
goin' to have this spoiled now
if I could help iL. It'd look awful
Hunny II they asked my wile lo
explain aboul the noles an' she
didn'l know, see, an' nobody'd
belleve me if Miss Olive wasn't
there."

“Washy, where in lime'd Miss
Olive get this cash money to
pay you wilh? They told me she
was & schoolleacher.”

"Oh, she's one of them care-
ful ones; I guess,"” Washy said,
“Think of it, my wife not know-
in' about this! When I get the
last cent pald up, I'm goin' to
lell her an' show her Lhe noles,
an' that's goin’ lo bea great day,
Asey, 1 can lell you! Asey, you
don't think anvthing's happened
to Miss Olive lonight, do you?"

“I don't know, Asey opened
the tin box, struek a maleh, and
held up one of the papers, It
was a nole, all right. Washy was
apparcenily telling the (ruth.

“I hope you noticed," Washy
said  proudly, "“that I pay her
six percent inlerest, too, I pay
that regular, out of my own pay,
an’' what 1 pick uyp shootin' crap
with fellers like Rankin around
the Inn"

“Where's thal gun of yours?"
Asey asked. “Gol it In your
pockel now?"
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Patlern No. 1446

Home decoration for the duration may meanh hothing more
than refurnishing the things we have. To some housewlyes, i1 may
mean adding some cheerful embroidery to the houschold linens,
Here is a pattern to help brighten up the kitchen towels, or {o
change a set of plain place mals into luncheon set for gay affairs.
The seven fruit motifs are ralnbow-hued and make interesting
needlework in a combination of embroidery stitches. Pattern en-
velope contains hot-iron transfers for 7 designs, each about 5 by
6 inches; eolor chart, stileh Hustrations and full directions. Send
11 cents (coin) for Pallern No. 1446 {o Capllal Journal, Needle
Aris Depl,, 149 New Monilgomery St., San Francisco, Calif,
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harmed Miss Olive, T don't kiow
but what I might cul loose en-
oligh (o make up: for all them
quiel years. l'd like lo locale
her, Asey, an' be sure she was
all right, Can’l you figger out
some way we can find hee?"

"l done my best,!" Asey as-
sured hinm, “Tell me opne more
thing, Washy. This feller Alf-
red, Licdy Boop's chaufleur. You
2ee him go inlo the Inn this
evenin'—"

More On Alfred

“I lold them cops Llook a
pol shol sl Bim," Washy said
with a dnicker, “Ieouldn't lielp
myself, I always wanied lo, an'
there he slood oullined agalist
that ell, big az a barge! T Knew
I'hadn'lought to af, bul [eauld-
n'l help mys=ell. 1 just had lo,
Asoy.!

“Wasn'Leareylnanythin!

Wils

he?" Asey asked, "Like a large
bundle, mayhe?"
Washy laughler. “Say, you

couldn’t tell; with him? Opee |
seen him wallk in that kind of
a wacddle of his" [rom the garage
to the ecar; an’ 1L waza'L L ten
minules later thal I realized he'd
been luggin® a lre all the Lme!
He aln't such a bad shol, Used

to be u cop, vou know."
“Alfred? He wis # chp?
("o be cantinued)
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Because of thelr low cost,
beans, which never were popu-
lar in Turkey, have become a
principal food In that country,
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By Gue Edson

Gold Is Where You “Find" 1t

LISTEN TO REASON-
FOR YOUR FAMILY'S
SAKE, STOP LIQUIDATING
YOUR VAST HOLDINGS!

COME HERE- I WANT

50 | FOOLED Yol), TOO0? |
TO SHOW YOU SOMETHING - )LZ

CAST YOUR PRETTY EYES
OVER THAT MOUNTAIN
OF GOLD- IT WON'T BE LONG
TILL YOU AND | WILL BE
READY TO BLOW THESE
& ~\. PARTS, BABE !
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