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hands. "What can I do? Pull it
out with my teeth?"

"You could get to a phone, call
help."

"Exactly, and that means a
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but not about you," she fibbed
and hoped he'd believe her;

'
"They should have , been,

then," as he dumped her un-

ceremoniously into the car seat.
"You weigh a ton."

"I do not."
"Half a ton, then," he com-

promised. "And you just love
being in my arms and you know
it."

"Conceited." Sharon flush-

ed, hated herself for rising to the
bait of his leasing. "Whatever
did I do before you' came into
my life?"
Stuck

"I know. You thought Good-
win was God's gift to women,"
he replied instantly. "Now you
think I am."

"Well, really!" she gasped, not
because Tom had dared say it,
but because it was true.

"And you're quile right, of
course," he went on, enjoying
her embarrassment wickedly.
"Goodwin's very good in his
way. But if you'll just listen to
me"

"Yes, I know," Sharon, inter-

rupted. "We've been all over
that before."

"Have we?" innocently. Then,
"There's a gorgeous view for
you," and he directed her glance
toward the west where the sun
was already beginning to spill
some of its gold onto the water.

"Lovely. Really, though, we
must get started back," she urg-
ed. Tho afternoon had slipped,
away so quickly and it was a
good two hour drive. Two
hours before she could get her
news to Mr. Goodwin.

Tom stepped on the starter at
once.

"Won't we have to turn back?"
Sharon asked after a moment.
"This road doesn't look as if it
went back to the highway."

"No, but let's just have a look
where it does go,"

1'Goodness! It's awfully
bum py," when the dirt road
turned to deep ruts.

"Look Iherc," Tom said final-

ly, stopped where tho cliff drop-
ped precipitously to the beach
below. :'There's our secret cove.
This road looks as if it led right
around the rim of the canyon.
I'll bet there's a direct way to
gel down to lhat cove right from
here. Funny," he mused, "this
road built in here and thai dock
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The Limp Was Real
Lifting her bodily, hp slipped

him arm around her, held her
firmly as she tested her weight.

She nodded. "It's all right.
Just turned it.'f

"A turn can be worse than a
break sometimes. Sure you're
all right?"

"Sure. Thanks. I'm sorry to
have been so stupid." But in-

side, her apologies turned to con-

gratulations. He hadn't discov-
ered the shack. His face as-

sured her of that. And he had-
n't seen through her trick.

No bad, Doyle, Not bad! she
exulted inwardly.

"We'd better get back to the
car before you break your neck,"
Tom said, teasing now.

"I'm afraid so.- Next lime I go
for a nice Sunday ride with you,
I'll, wear my hiking boots!"

Her ankle really hurt a little
so thai her slight limp as they
went along the beach was abso
lutely authentic. She needn't,
she thought, wincing, have made
11 quite so realistic. But at least
it had convinced Tom and thai
made it bearable, -

He insisted on carrying her
up the bank to the car. "

t,

"Please, I can make it all
right," she protested.

But he simply scooped her in-

to his arms as if she were two
years inslcad ot twenty and
strode up the trail.

And with her own arm curved
around his neck to help balance
her weight, her face so close to
his she could have touched her
lips to his check, Sharon felt Ihe
old temptation to forget what
she knew was true about him.
If the world hadn't gone ;mad
with war and intrigue, she and
Tom might even now bo friends.

Because they certainly weren't
designed to be enemies. He lik-

ed her, really,, Under all his
masquerading of that much she
was sure. They very gentleness
with which he .had carried her
up the bank just now, the con-

cern In his dark eyes a few
moments before when he'd
thought her hurt told her that.

And she liked him, too. Much
more than she wanted to.

"What serious thoughts those
must be," Tom said, slanting a
smile at her.

Uncannily, Sharon had the
feeling he'd read the anguish
in her mind. She wrinkled her
nose at him. "Serious, maybe,
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The High Finance In the

good long walk. I doubt if there
is a farmhouse within miles."

"And " she glanced at the
darkening sky, "it's going to. be
dark in about an hour."-"Ju- st

about."
Exasperated, Sharon stared at

him while a new thought over
took her.. What if this were no
"accident!" Had Tom, failing of
every other effort brought her
out her to get her out of his way?

That was ridiculous of course.
She must have been seeing too
many movie thrillers. Still, Mr
Goodwin had warned her she
would necessarily risk some dan
ger. And if it had been a plan it
was a good one. Not a soul with-
in five miles. The ocean lapping
at the foot of the cliff ready to
hide any secret forever.

(To be continued)
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Mutt Family Is the Cat's Meow

and not a sign of a building any
where.

Instantly apprehensive, Shar-
on said with studied carelessness,
"Oh, maybe it was a bootlegging
hideout in the days of prohibi
tion."

,Tom nodded. "More than like
ly. Well, we might as well turn
back, I guess."

That proved more quickly
said than done. Out of Ihe deep
ruts, the road dissolved in soft
sand. First the car's wheels only
spun futilely. Then they settled
stubbornly into the sand.

Well, looks like we're 'stuck.
''Maybe if you had a tree

branch or a rock or something
Sharon suggested. They tried ev-

erything. The car only burrowed
deeper into tho sand.

"How far is it back to lhat
place we had lunch?" she asked
finally.

Tom sat down on Ihe running
ooard, mopped the perspiration
dripping off his forehead. "Ab
out five miles."

'You would want to go sight-
seeing on a crazy n

backroad. If you'd turned when
I suggested, we wouldn't be
stranded here like this!"

"That's right," Tom took Ihe
blame

Goaded by her own anxiety
Sharon snapped, "Well, can't
you do something about it?"
. Tom shrugged, held out empty

. Chapter 15
I" The Trap
; Frightened at the enormity
of her discovery, Sharon stepped
Into the musty cabin and col-

lared the noisy little dog. She
climbed out through the win
dow again and closed it care

lully, wedging it shut with a

, piece o bark.
Just as she did, she heard

Tom's shout. Fearful lost he see
the cabin, she ran toward him
calling an answer as she did
She met him at the turn just be-

low the cabin.
"You all right?" he demanded,

striding toward her.
"Of course. Did you find your

natives?"
"No, but I thought you must

have. What took you so long?"
"Oh, I couldn't walk fast in

these shoes." She thrust out one,
now grimy white slipper. Then,
stooping to fondle the little dog's
head while she hid her own nor
vousness, she said, '"And we
.didn't find any treasure, did
we?"

Though what llicy did find
would be treasure indeed to:.Mr.
Goodwin, she thought" joyously.

"Looks like a trail here," Tom
observed, looking back .toward
where the little cottage lay con-

cealed, "Let's follow it."
"Oh, I did," she tried' to dis

courage him. "There's nothing
there. Just a cow path, I think,
Let's go on back to the beach."

"Cow trail," he scoffed. "How
.could a cow got down here, sll
ly?"

"Well, anyway, I can't do any
more exploring, today. My feet
hurt. Besides I'll ruin my shoes.'

"They did take quite a boat-

ing, at that," Tom said, really
concerned.' "Let's see if I can
clean them up a little."

And swinging her up onto a
tree stump, he drew off. her
shoes, scraped the mud off with
a sharp stick, "That's not much
better. They certainly don't: look
up to much more tramping,
They aren't .even big enough,"
and grinning, slipped them back
onto her . tired feet. "Suppose
you just sit here in the sun for
a minute and the pup and I will
just have a look up that trail.
It Intrigues mo."

Frantic, Sharon tried to dis
tract him. .."I'm not tired, Why
don't we Ipvcstigntq h,ht- - old
dock instead?"

"But we did," Tom objected.
"There's nothing to sec down
there. We won't be gone long.
xou aren t afraid, are you?"

"No 1 guess not."
"Okay. We'll bo right back,"
Her heart sinking, she watch-

ed him start up that trail, She
had to stop him. She had. tol
But how?

. Jumping down oft tho stump
she go the idea. Not a brilliant
trick, nor even original. But it
would have to do. And, with
a wry smile, thank fortune she
had worn high heels! But she
couldn't fake the whole thing.
So, scrambling back up on the
stump, she jumped again litis
time eyes shut tight and hands
clenchrd, straight into n clump
of brush. Her scream was not
entirely manufactured. Her an-
kle turned treacherously and she
Whacked against a tree trunk.

"Toml Tom!" she culled and
real tears sprang to her eyes as
She rubbed her bruised leg,

But it was worth the pain, she
decided as she saw him racing
toward her. He couldn't have
had time to discover that cabin.
That's all that really mattered.

"What happened?" ho shout-
ed.

Her Hp caught between her
teeth, Sharon half laughed
half sobbed. "My my ankle. I

-j- umped."
"Gee, I'm sorry. I should

have helped you down." Kneel-
ing, he felt the Injured foot with
almost professional gentleness.
"Those damned high heels.
Nothing "broken, though, I think.
Can you stand on it?" '
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