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low Lhe cabin,

“You all cight?" he demanded,
siriding Loward her.

“Of course,  Did you find your
nalives?"

“No, bult T thought you must
have, Whatl took you so long?"

“Oh, I couldn't walk fasl in
these shoes."” Sho Lhrust oul one,
now grimy white slipper, Thep,
siooping lo fondle the Jittle dog's
head while she hid her own ner-
vousness, she said, “And we
didn't find any treasure, did
wel"

Though whal (hey did find
would be treasure indeed to Mr.
Goodwin, she lhought joyvously.

“Looks like a trall here," lom
observed, looking back loward
where the liltle coltage lay con-
cealed, *‘Let's [ollow it."

"Oh, T did," she (ried to dis-
courage him. “There's nothing
there, Jusl a cow palh, I think,
Lel's go on back lo the beach.!

“Cow {rall" he scolfed, “How
could a cow gc!. down here, sil-
I}"?"

“Wall, nnvwn__\-r'.-lm;;
more exploving today, My feel
hurt, Besides ')l ruin my shoes.”

“"They dld lake quile a beat-
fng, at that," Tom said, really
concerned, “Lel's soe if 1 can
clean them up a litle"

And swinglng her up onto a
tree stump, he drew off her
shoes, scraped Lhe mud off with
a sharp stick, “Thal's nol much
betier, They cortalnly don'l look
up  lo much more leamping,
They aren'l even big enough,”
and grinning, slipped them back
anto her' tired feel, “Suppose

n't seen through her trick.

No bad, Doyle, Noi bad! she
exulted inwardly,

“We'd beller gel back o the
car before you break your:neck,”
Tom. saic, lensing now,

"I nfraid so.  Next time T go
for u nice Sunday ride with you,
I'M, wear my hiking boots!"

Her ankle really hurt a litlle
500 that her slight limp ag they
went along Lhe beach was abso-
lutely authentle, She needn't,
she Lhoughl, wineing, have made
il quite so realistic. Bul-al lenstl
it had convineed Tom and that
mude il bearable,

He insgisted on carirying her
up the bank lo the ear,

"Ploage, I can make I{ all
righl," she prolestec,

Bul he simply scooped her in-
to his arms as If she were two

years Instead of {wenly m‘u‘li

slrode up the trail,

And wilh her own arm curved
arountd his neek: Lo help balance
hoer weight, her face so close Lo
his she could have touched her
lips Lo his cheel, Sharon fell the
old temptalion to- forget what
she knew was Lrie about him,
If the world hadn't gone mad
with war aud Intrigue, she and
Tom mighl even now be Iricnds,

Beeause they cortainly weren't
designed lo be enemles. He lik-
ed Wer, really., Under all his
masquerading of thal much she
wad sure, They very gentlencss
with which 'he had eavtied her
up the bank. just now, the con-
cern In his dark eves a few
moments  before  when  he'd

went back to the highway."

“No, bul let's Just have a look
where il does pgo,"

VGoodness! s — awfully —
bum—py," when Lhe dirt road
lurned Lo deop tils,

“Look lhere,” Tom sald final-
Iy, stopped where the cliff drop-
ped procipitously lo the beach
below, (There's our secrel cove,
This road looks as If il led right
around (he rim of {he eanyon.
I'll bet there's a direct way o
get down to thal cove right from
here, Funny,"” he mused, "this
road buill in here and that dock
ane not a slgn of a bullding any-
where,"

Instantly appreliensive, Shar-
on sald with studled carelessness,
"Oh, maybe Il was a hoollegging
hideoul In Lhe days of prohibi-
tion."

Tom nodded, “More [hiun Hke-
y. Wall, we might as well turn
back, I guess."

That proved more quickly
anid than'done. Oul of Lhe deep
ruls, the road dissolved In sofl
sand, First the car's wheels only
spun futilely. Then' they seltled
stubbornly inta the sand.

"Well, looks like we're stuck.”

“Maybe if you had n iree
branch or a rock or somjething,
Sharon suggested, They tried ev-
erything. The car anly burrowed
decper intlo the sand,

“"How far s il back o that
place we had lunch?" she asked
finally,

Tom =al down on' the running
board, mapped the perspiration
dripping off his forehead. “Ab-
oul five miles;"
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you Just sil here In the sun for| thought her hurl told her' that, ¥You would want o' gh sight- 15-Lu | Abiar, BN
1 i U0 FAU 3 " > awers for 'Ihe Liv

a minute and the pup and Lwilll  And she llked him, {on: Much| {20n8 on a erazy  rul-siddend =i it et

Just Have a lodk up thal trall,
It Intrigues me."

Frontie, Sharon eled to dis-
fraet him. ''mi ol tred, Why
don't we lpvestigole dal old
dock Inslead?™

YBul we did," Tom abjeeled,
“There's nolhing o see down
therel. We won'l be gone long,
Youaren't nfeald, nre you?!

“No—1 guess not."

“Okay, We'll be right back)"

Her heart sinking, she wileh-
ed him:starl up that teail, Shoe
had (o stop him.  She Had to}
But how?

Jumping down off the shimp
she go Whe ddems Not a beillisnt
trick, nor oven originnl. Hut il
would have to do.  And, with
a wry amile, thank fortune shoe
had worn I hevels! But sho
eoulen't fake the whole thing.
Sa, scrambling hack upoon the
stump, shie jumped again—this
time eyes shut tght and hands
elenched, stiaight into n clump
al brush, Hor scream was ol
entirely manufacturod, Her an-
kle tiened teencherously nned she
whacked agnlnst o trews beunk,

"Tom! Tom!" she callotd and
real tears sprang fo hier oyes as
she rubbed ler brolsed 1eg,

more than she wanted ' to.
“What serlous thoughts those
must be" Tom sald, slanting a
smile ul her,
Uneannily, Sharen had (he
forling ho'd o the angulsh
n her mind. She welnkled her

nose al him, .‘-mumrs. lnn\'lw.

backroad, If you'd turned when
I suggested, wo wouldn't be
siranded here like (his!"

“That's right,” Tom ook the!

blame good-naturedy,

Goaded by her own anxiely,
Sharon snapped, “Well, can't
you do somelhing aboul 112"

Tom shrugged, held out vmpi\
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