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Cryplic Message
Then, one hand under each

elbow, Goodwin drew her closer,
held her so that ho looked deep
Into her eyes for a long, g

moment.
' ' "I think I've found a real trcas-- -

ure," he murmured. "I'm very
fortunate."

Her checks aflame, Sharon
smiled up at him happily. Smiled
until, in the next moment, she
saw the Countess standing in the
doorway behind him.

" "I'm so sorry to interrupt."
Her voice was flute-lik- e with
sweetness. "I had no idea you

,were occupied, Harvey darling."
"Come in, Edcln. Sharon has

.. just brought me good news."
"How delightful. May I hear

-it too?"
i "The lost is found. Thanks to
"her."

' Turning to Sharon, the Count- -

ess's smile altered almost imper-
ceptibly. "How clever of you to
have found if so quickly. Thank
you so much."

"That was careless of you,
Mr. Goodwin reproved

sharply. "After all, those codes
are pretty important."

"I know." The Countess sank
gracefully into a deep chair.

-- "You really shouldn't trust me
" with anything, I'm so terribly in-- "

competent."
About as incompetent as. a

-- Borgia, Sharon amended silently,
and as deadly. That envelope had

"been bait for a trap of some
She was sure of that. And

'only because she had come
straight to Harvey Goodwin, had

. It failed to ensnare her. Just
-- what the Countess had planned,
. .she would probably never know.

Nor why. Puzzled, and frighten-
ed now, too, she masked her
swirling emotions behind a calm
smile.

"I came (o tell your clever
Miss Doyle that her handsome

"escort is looking for her," the
Countess purred, clasping her

"lovely, heavily-ringe- d fingers be-

hind her head.
Sharon's glance fled lo Good-

win's, met there an amused lit-

tle grimace.
"f was afraid of Hint. Shall wo

go?" His geslure included them
both.
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Tne Countess closed her eyes
wearily. "Be a dear and get me
an aspirin. I've got a ghastly
headache. Miss Doyle will ex-

cuse' you, won't she?"
"Of course," Sharon said

promptly and escaped, stinging
under the Countess' obvious dis-

missal.
She'd have lo carry more am-

munition than this, if she was to
defend herself in this undeclared
war, she told herself hotly as
she sped down the hall. The
Countess wasn't filing any blank
shots. And yet, Mr. Goodwin's
remark came back to complicate
her thinking; ho had said the
Countess would be of great help
to her!

At the arched doorway, she
bumped squarely into Tom.

"Hello! Going somewhere?"
he said and stepped out of the
shadow of the terrace door di-

rectly into her path.
"No. I I was looking for

you."
"And I was looking for your

bag." Grinning, he drew it out
of his pocket. "Found it right
where you left it."

Sharon tried not to let her
amazement show. "Found it
right out on the terrace?"

"Yep. Hang onto it now," and
he thrust it into her hand. '

"Thanks. I'd hate to have lost
it. It was mother's. She gave it
to mo when I was sixteen." Chat-
tering like a magpie arid proving
she was nervous, she flayed her-
self silenlly.

Then, afraid lo meet Tom's
eyes and yet more afraid not to,
she finally dared lo look up. For
an instant he returned her glance,
smiling steadily. Sharon's heart
raced. Did he, loo, know that
she had left this little bag in the
guest room, and that she knew
positively it had been there all
the time?
The Sea al Night

For a moment that seemed an
eternity Tom didn't answer. Fin
ally the laugh lines around his
eyes deepened.

"You're a sly one! Sending me
chasing after your precious bag
while you slip off for a teto-a- .
tele with our host!"

Sharon flushed. "Don't he
diculous. Mr. Goodwin just
wn tiled me lo see his "

sure I'm right. I even asked
Goodwin lo fire you."

"You didn't!" Sharon's temper
went absolutely A.W.O.L. "If it's
all Ihe same lo you, Tom Staf-
ford," and she jerked erect, "will
you mind your own business?
I'm not going to quit my job to-

morrow or the next day or the
next. I like my job. I can do it
well enough to please Mr, Good-
win. So unless you tamper with
it, I'm sticking!"'

"You're stuck, you mean."
"Have it your own way. Now

if you'll please take me home "

"Even your voice crackles
when you're mad, doesn't it?"
he said, and she knew he was
laughing at her. "You remind me
of a canary mother had. She'd
warble like a prima donna in full
voice and then all of a sudden
she'd fly into a rage and try to
get out of her cage."

"Really. Do go on."
"She got out finally. We found

her on the sidewalk, dead."
"How tragic," Sharon mocked

him, still seething.
"Electrocuted hy a high ten

sion wire." Then, grinning at her
so warmly her temir dissolved
in spite of her. "Moral to that
little tale is pretty little warb-
lcrs ought to slay in their nests."

To be continued
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when she hesitated.
"His pictorial maps." She fib-

bed desperately clutching at a
vague impression of highly-colore- d

maps decorating his study
walls.

Tom nodded. "I noticed them.
Look like good imitations of the
famous Covarubias maps of the
Facific area,"

"Yes, lovely aren't they?" And
anxious to get away from the
subject, "Really, I'm just dying
lor a drink. Shall we

"No, you're not," Tom denied
flatly. "Another cocktail and
you'd be forgetting I was here
Let's beat it. I'm tired of com
peting with Goodwin for your
attention. Besides, I've got to
have a chance lo tell you pri-
vately how much I like the way
your nose wrinkles when you
laugh."

Sharon wrinkled the nose
question and decided that there
was nothing in Tom's warm
brown eyes to tell her more than
that he liked her a lot and didn't
suspect her of anything more
deadly than a 'crush' on Harvey
Goodwin. And that, she admitted
with a little shrug, wasn't far
wrong!

"All right. I'll get my wrap."
"It's in the guest room," Tom

called after her. "Not in Good
win's study, remember!"

Laughing, she returned to the
pretty apricot and blue powder
room. There, face to face Willi
herself in the mirror, she slipped
into the gray fur wrap and shiv
ered. That had been a close call.
She wasn't positive yet that she
hadn't roused Tom's suspicions.
If she had, he'd be just clever
enough to play dumb.

Later, in the liny elevator cage.
plush-line- d like a royal coach,
Sharon tried once more lo inter-
pret the expression in Tom's
eyes.

Catching her at il, lie nodded
gravely. "Eyes are brown," he
opened them wide, "height six
feet two," and lie stood very
erect, "weight about one sev-

enty," and patted his midriff, "f
have no bad habits, I see my den-
tist twice a year, and " He
caught her eye and they both
burst into laughter.

"AntJ are so charming it's a
wonder the girls don't fall for

ou in droves," Sharon ished.
"Oh, they do. I beat 'en off

with clubs."
"Poor dear," and wondered

how she would ever take him
oft guard, unprotected by this
clowning he wore like an armor
over his real thoughts.

"Let's drive out to the beach
and watch the moon come up,"
he suggested as he put her into
his big, comfortable car.

"Oh, it's lale and I'm exhaust
ed," Sharon said and her
thoughts flew on home ahead of
her. Had Dennis gotten the note?
Had he needed her and been un-

able to locale her?
"It isn't lale and you're fresh

as a daisy," Tom said, and calm
ly turned the car toward the
beach. "Besides, it's too nice a
night to go indoors yet."

Ana loo wonderful an oppor-
tunity to creep into the confi
dence of this wily button, Shar-
on realized. She'd have lo wor-
ry about Dennis later. Right now,
her Job had priority,
Warning ,

Tom stopped the car at a point
overlooking the entrance a the
narDor. Biacic waters, restless.
spread from the calm bosom of
Ihe Bay out Into the mighty
swells of the ocean.

now ion me all about your-
self," he said and slipping his
arm around her, drew her head
against his shoulder.

Automatically, Sharon slit
fened. Then, a quiet little smile
curving her lips, she relaxed, her
forehead against his cheek. "No
tell me about. you first."

Homing lo tell. Been to a
few schools. Learned a little
about elcctrictiy. Got mo a job."

That sounded innocent enough,
she scoffed silently. And sharp-
ened her wits for the next try
"Got yourself a lot of buttery
recommendations and 'cum laud
es' and what not, too, if 1 re
member reading your letters."

Ho brushed lhal flattery aside
wilh a laugh. "Sure. Just a po
tcntlal Stcinmclz, dial's me. If
I were really smarl, I'd be able
lo figure out what goes on in
that pretty head you've gol."

"Thanks, mister, for assuming
something does go on!"

He grinned. "You're all right,
my sweet," and looked down at
her so long Sharon squirmed
ft little.

"Look," he said finally, "do
me n favor?"

"Maybe What?"
"Quit your job nl Sierra Sleel

tomorrow and go home and mar
ry lliat nice boy that's waiting
for you.

Sharon laughed. "There's no
nice boy waiting for me."

"Well, go homo anyway. Will
you?"

Why?"
Because you don't belong

here. I'd like to see you get out
before it's too late."

Sharon's lips lightened. "It
seems lo me you lake very much
for granted."
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