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SENTLEMAN [
RESITE A
BIT OF KIPLING,
OLD CHAP/

+ + By Gene Ahern
7 ASTOUNDING -+ THING =
O 17, COLONEL ' A CROSS

RAETWEEN A HILL AYYNA AND
A WAR PIGEON FOR THE

SIGRAL COmPE - INSTEAD
OF ATTACHING A MESSAGE
TGO ITS LES, TFE MYNA-

PLEBON SPEAKS
THE MESSAGE [

Chapter )
Sour Note
"That's exactly whal I'mean"

said Kathleen. "He doem't ap-
peal lo me sentimentally.”

“Oh, well, you may change.
Even [ you don't, ane has lo
make sacrifices for one's art'!

"1awish that you'd keep on be-
Ing =ilenty" said Kathleen.

“Hey, wail a minute!" Joe call-
ocl, as she started off. “"What did
you do with that bottle?"

*1t's there by the tree"
leen answered,

“Okay!" said Joe,
deposit on It -

Kath-

“I mnade a

“Well, of all things? Worrying| Paul.

of the play, “You are mighty
easy to look at'

‘"“And you are uu:n: lo give
me n chance, aren't you?!" said
Kathleen, She leaned forward,
so that she could walch Paul's
face, "It means so much lo me."

"T know it does" said Paul.
“I'N1 bring.the seript of the play

oul to the barbecue. You ean
read it, and tell me what you
think."

YBut I know Tl love the
play," said Kathleen. “May 1

read aloud to you the role you

| have in mind for me?"

may,'" said
He pressed the hand he

“Of course you

about a silly little deposit of a| held to his lips—a gesiure he
|used In the second act of the

few pennies."

“My darling," said Joe, “pen-| play.
| and roses'"
He walched Kathleen go on husky with emotion,

ies count nowadays."

“You go with moonlight
he sald, his voice
"“You spell

her way, shaking his head there | romance — Kathleen, my sweet
in the shadow of the big old| ﬂn"

tree.

|
Such a sweet little thing;

|o look at, and such an exasper- |

ating little thing lo listen lo,
Then he put thoughls of Kalh-

“Thank you," Kathleen said
‘I love having you say Lhings
like thal to me, Paul"

She had forgotien completely

ieen from his mind, and lthe"hﬂt only & short time before,

lo greet Ruby,

“You were swell,' he sald, and]

meant i, “"You gol righl under|
ihe skin of Lietly, and made her
live."

“Thank you, Jog," sald Ruby,
She sat down beside him, "You
sound as lhmlgh you really mean|
whal you say."

“1 do
ever get a play produced, the ael-
ress will make my heroine live as
you made Letty live. I liked you
& lot, Ruby—really 1 did."

“Joe, you're sweect! Ruby
lpaned back against the frunk
of the tree. "And this is 8 hea-
venly spot. I'm falling In love
with it

“The barn, you mean?'" asked
Joe.

"Yes, And
around IL."

Joe instinclively placed his
arm about her, drew her to him,
Ruby did nol resisl, She relaxed
against him—llke a llitle girl
who was all lired out from loo
mueh running aboul., They satl
thus, silent understanding. And
Joe knew thal he would always
remember the moment, It was a
sweel moment to remember—
Ruby, with: her appealing per-
fume, lhe dark, star-sprinkled
sky, Lhe sound of sleepy Insects.
"Something for me to remem-
ber in my old age' he thought.

Presently Ruby stirred,

“Ii's dear of you, Joe" she
said, “to let me rest here like
{his. T know you must be want-
ing to get back Into the gaiety."

“You're wrong" Joe sald, 1
like this mueh betler, The two
ol us here together sort of—bl—
understanding, nol needing to
talk & lot of challer."

“It is nice,” sald Ruby. "1 like
it alss,"

And they relaxed again, gaz-
ing aff toward the barn, But
they did nol know, of course,
thal Kathleen and Paul werc
also relaxing — sitting upon a
bench, thelr backs against the

the country all

O harn's wall,

“And do you suppose,’’ Kath-
leen was saying, ‘''that Ruby
really will do something about
Joa's play, if she likes it?"

"I wouldn't be surprised
#ald Paul. "She does seem lo
want fo try starring herself, But
gelling a producer inlerested,
and [finding backing means &
lat,!"

“Yes, 1 suppose s0."" Kalhleen
was Lhoughtful for a moment.
"Has the aulhor of 'Goodbye,
Honey Chile!" gotten his back-
ing?'

“I'm nol sure about that"
Piul replied. "But I hear some
#ebuls are belng sent down from
New York to watch the pro-
tinetion here in Linville”

“Then H 1'had a small part—
the scouts would sce me!”

“Ufiless they're stone blind,”
#ild Paul, He look one of aKth-

sald Joe, "I hope If 1) get home for some sleep.”

!

leen's hande, and laid it against ;
iy eheel'=-a geeture hie was usg-! “I'm nol making any dates. I've

ing that week in the first acl.gol so much to do—digging up!

| when with Joe Nee}y, she had|!

used the exprcsnion ‘sentiment-
al nonsense.”
Sargasm

IL was 1 o'clock In the morn-
ing when Joe walked over to the
barn.

“Sorry 1o interrupt such a
charming scene,” he said, “but
I'm a working man. I have to
He
smiled at Kathleen, who edged
away from Paul, "Mind going
now?"

‘“'Certainly not Kathleen
sald, "I've been wondering what
was keeping you.

“And 1" sald .Joc. “thought
you were coming back to the old
{ree, Ruby and 1 were discussing
my play,"”

Kathleen got up, held out her
hand to Paul. “Goodnight,
Paul," she said. "Thanks so
much for the helpful talk. I'm

going o be pretty busy for the

next few days, gelting the old
farmhouse in shape for the par-
tv—but drop by whenever you

feel like it
“Thanks," sald Paul. "I'll do
that. Good-night, and good

Juck." He turned to Joc. "'Same
to you, Neely. When does Ruby
expect to produce your play?"

“"We haven'l gotien that far,!
said Joe. "Coming, Kathleon?”

Kathleen walked away with
him, "You necdn'l have bitten
the man's head off." she sald,
when they were getting Into the
car,

“What man?" sald Joe—as If
he didn'l know.

sarcasm I delected in his voice.'

“That was your imagination,"
said Kathleen,

“My imagination is never sar-
castie,” Joe relorted.

They rode back lo town in si-
jence. But Kathleen's silence
was a pleasant one—lihat 15, to
herself. In spile of the strained
relations that had sprung up be-
tween her and Joe, her heart
was singlng. Matlers were cer-
tainly looking up for her—and
she wasn't golng to worry her
head about Joe and their dis-|
REreements,

Coty Plcture

“You and Paul made = cozy
pleture—sitting with your backs
to the old barn,” Joe sald, as he
brought the car to a standstill
in front of the Vaughan resi-
dence. "Terribly cozy—and ro-
mantie."

“Really?" sald Kathleen.
“You saw us that way because
you'd just made a cozy and ro-
mantle pieture with Ruby—sit-
ting beneath the old oak tree."

"Maybe." Joe got oul, held the
car ‘door open for Kathleen.
“How aboul a dale onc night
this weok? Bette Davie is going
to ba on al The Galax theater.’

“Sorry, Joe'', said Kathleen

stuffl to carry out to the farm
for the party, The place has to
be almost completely done over
—I mean cleaned from cellar to
attle.”

“Working nights?"

“Partly, yes. But I'm going to
do a lob of reading too. 1 wanl
lo study some’ parls so's lo be
able to show Paul and Ruby
that T have abillty,"

“Oh, that!"

“Yes, that!' said Kathleen.
“But you needn't {ake such an
unpleasant tone. I'm not being
unpleasant about you giving so

much time {o writing your
play."
“Na, you're not,” sald Joe,

“But thal's because you're more
or less glad to have me occu
pied. It gives you more time lo
spend with Paul and Fred."
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Little Orphan Annie

THE PLANTS
QMY A MILE
FROM HERE-THOSE
PARACHUTISTSLL
KILL -l'I-H GLmRD‘S

1 WHAT 1S 177
g’mvw STOPEED

LEAPIN'
Lizarps!
MEN! seemeD
‘ro COME RIGH"I’

GROUHD !

Y,

BUT THOSE
PARACHUTISTS!
cuns!

THEY HaD
BUT THEY DIONT

HAVE TIME TO
SHOOTY WHEW!
| FEEL ALL CHIL_LV' i

Reg'lar Fellers

Byrnes

That's

EIGHTEEN

LOOK AT THIS PENNY!
IT'S AN OLD ONE!

NINETY-SIX !

Wi uaD ONE LAS WEEK
THAT WAS OLDER'N THAT!

EIGHTEEN
EIGHTY-FOUR!

(MY FATHER HAS
A PENNY HOME.
RIGHT NOW THA'S

THREE HUNNERT

AN FOURTEEN YEARS

ANYBODY CAN KEEP
A PENNY THAT LONG WITHOUT

| DON'T KNOW HOW

SPENDIN' IT!

How

DRI EC\%
INTO A OK!
YOU P>

DON'T BE EXCITED,
MADAM-=-T' CAN EXPLAIN!
REALIZING YOU HAD TO
BE HOME FROM THE

HAIRDRESSING SALON
IN A HURRY, LUSEDR
THIS SHORT-cUT! |/

Marooned

NOW, No\n SMILLIE!
DON'T WRINKLE ‘(’DI.IR
PRETTY BROW, PET
YoU KNOW How I.M
IT TAKES MAMA A“I‘
THE BEAUTICIAN'S
IS LITTLE FERDNI\ND
READY FOR HIS

PEBUT?

Hoarding, Too

I'4rzan Blocked Escape
S d [7.. AND HURLED IT AT
~3 HE SNATCHED THE FLAMING DCOR . E#?E:H_f#:ﬁ.
LUP A BIG BAG THERE WAS A MILD COUNTER THE
< f_a/ OF LOOSE EXPLOSION F‘ERY JET OF
¥ Lz ) POWDER +. . = THE NAZI FLAME-

TARZAN
TOSSED DowN
THE JAMMED GUN.
THE EXPLOSIVES
WOoULD BLOW UP
ANY MINUTE,

THROWER,

Mutt and Jeff

After All; You Must Remember That Mult Is No Rembrondt

HELLO, YOUNG MAN!
WHY ARE You
LooKING AT ME
LIKE THAT?

My PoP
SAID vau‘RE

HM-M HEDID
DID HE?

HE SAID
You ARE
A SELF-MADE
MAN! ARE
P You?

QUITE RIGHT!
I AM
SELF-MADE

IF YouRE SO SMART,
WHY DID YoU MAKE ?
YOURSELF

LIKE THAT? (I




