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Chapter Nine
Accldent

In spite of pride that kept her
chin up, her smile smiling, Ste-
phanie's eyes followed Kurt, her
pulses like some faithful barom-
eter, reported; his movements
through the crowded room. And
though she stood talking ani-
matedly with Henrl, the moment
Kurt spoke to an officer and
then strode quickly from the
room, her heart {old her he had
gone,

It told her, too, the moment he
returned, stood watchlng the
dancing couples {from the door-
way, like a magnet she felt her
eyes drawn to his, Then, amaz-
ed, realized that he had been
looking for her. He crossed the
room quickly toward her,

YExcuse me, sir,'' he said, lay-
ing & hand on Henri's arm, “I
have & message for Miss Mer-
rill. Then, with that qulelk, in-
fectious grin. "I promise to
bring her back to you right
away,"

Mute, Stephanle let him guida
her out of the long room into
the deserted library, By the
time he turned to face her, to
take her hands in his, she had
her trembling under control.

“Stephanle, I wanted to tell
you,"” he began, his blue eves
searching hers. "I've just had
orders ‘we're to leave tonlght.
Secret orders of course. Only
the Colone! knows where we're
going., But I've & hunch this is
no joy ride. I wanted o say—
goodbye."

"Goodbye?" she cchoed In a
dry liftle whisper, “How—long
do you think you'll be gone?”

Hea shrugged, '"Who knows?"

His {fingers tightened around
hers: "That's why this Is—
goodbye.'

“Good luck, then, and—" she
dragged her glance away from
his, “—happy landings.”

“Thanks, ‘“I've got to skip
back' to quarters now and get
my apologles to Viecky and the
others?"

Stephanie concentraled on the
gecond bution of his coat, ''Cer-
tainly, They will all want me
to thank you for a lovely eve-
ning."

A lovely evening, she wepl
sllently,

The Kiss

Suddenly, one finger under
her chin, Kurt tlited her fuce
until she had to look al him,
"You're g0 damned sweel,''—be-
tween clenched tecth. Then He
kigsed heri A awift erushing
caréss that bound her to him for-
ever even as the gesture of the
next moment put him oul of
reach forever:

Forgive that one, Siephanie,"
he apologized instantly — and
goodbye now.”

“Goodbye,"

For a long moment she stood
staring at the doorway that had
swallowed him up: He had gone.
She would probably never sece
him agaln, Ever, And with
him, she realized suddenly, had
gone part of herself,

Henrl 'found her then, carried
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her back to the dancing, the
laughter, the gayely, And finally
ghe found polse enough to give
them Kurl's message,

Y0h how infurlating," Vicky
frowned, “That means |his
whole sguadron will probably
be sent and that absolutely deci-
males my cocktall party tomor-
row."

Stephanie laughed, an acrid
imitation of her real laugh.
"That Is a disaster!"

“Well it is, TI've planned this
party for weeks."

“And now," Henri smiled
apologetically, “I'm afraid T,
too, will have to express my re-
grels, Vicky"

Vicky turned to him, Her love-
ly brows arched. "You too?
But surely you aren't flying un-
der any sceret orders tonight?”

Flying under secrct ordersl
Stephanie repeated that silently
while Henri explained about his
sudden urgent business in the
city,

And lajer when she'd undress-
ed, stood a moment at Aunt Al-
lison's guest room window
watching the moon sliver the
broad fields stretching toward
the Bay, she was suddenly aware

of the growing thunder of alr-
plane’ motors, Like a glant
swarming of Gargantuan bum-
ble bees, the drone came out of
the north, Westward now—
high over the Golden Gate—

to the bed where she buried her
sohs in her pillow.

Vicky's parly was very gay.
An hour of telephoning that next
morning had soon filled the gaps
in. the guest list that Kurt's

Squadron had left. And Vicky,
looking her best in a lovely
fuschia tea-gown, seemed al-

ready to have forgotten Kurt
and the others, But Stlephanie
hadn't. She etven felt a grow:
ing irritation that the party
should succeed, that life should
go on calmly when fifty boys
were ‘somewhere in the Pacific”
risking their lives because their
duty: demanded it.

On the Pler
She passed hors d'ouevres
docilely and wished that some-

thing would happen to grant her
an excuse to leave. The some-
thing did happen!
(To be continued)
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NA0=—Ban Quentin Prison, MBS
Bion—News, MBS
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KOAC—AM Kilacreles
Friday P, M.
4/06—Keyboard Clarlea

Mpy

10:30—Al Terry and His Buckercon KGW—420 Kilsoyolen

11100—=Musical Horoacope Saturday A, M,
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9;06—Dusty Records

§:E5—News

10:00—For Ladies Only
10:30—=¥our Government Bpeaks
11:00—News

11;05—Rhyihm Rodeo
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Henry By Carl Anderson

SHOW ME HOW TO
THROW A LASSO:

WILL YOu,

HENRY 2
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ATTENTION!

YOU WANT

Today's NEWS Today

and You Get It Only Thru

The Capital Journal

IT BRINGS YOU COVERAGE OF WORLD NEWS FIRST

WAR NEWS

The Capital Journal — only Salem newspaper which
b_rin-rza you the dispatches of the two great press asso-
o]atmnﬁ. United Press and Associated’ Press, so con-
sistently gives you today’s news today, at—

BY MAIL §(Qc 1 MONTH
BY MAIL $(.00 ;1 yEAR

BY CARRIER f §5¢ PER MONTH

PHONE 3571

Little Orphan Annie By Harold Gray

Vv

DOSE KIDS -- DOSE COMMANDOS! WELL. BENNY,
THEY WORK WHILE WE SLEEP] x:\u1 WHET CAN
SUMMER THEY WORK-- FOR FREE! WE

§ FOR OUR CoOU ! aM WHar DO
E DOT BAH! You COULONT
SWER THAT--MOR ME!

HNT COMMAMDOS HAVE DONE
P ATSWELL JOB--S0 WHaT?

e

'j_;’ SURE- THE JUNIOR

Bew. TL & Pat Ot
Ecmpraht, IV, b

Newn Symileeta T Inf

THIS! ME, AT MY MOVIE-- Ably
WNIOR. COMMANDO IS - 28 TWICE
A WEEK —-YOU GQOT A <AMNDY STORE-
YOUl GOT A SODA FOLNTAIN = ~yoU)

GOT SPORTS STUFF--WELL? MAVEE
YO COULD PUT OUT FOR FREE SOMETHING
TOO, EH? TO JUNIOR COMMANDOS |

WE GET A SUGAR-

RATION BOOK FOR

EACH MEMBER OF
OUR FAMBLY ——
DONT WE, 'mom T

| _?-‘!‘

GIMME FIVE MORE

SUGAR-RATIDNIN® BOOKS——
QUR DOG, BONEHEAD, JEST

The Gumps By_(_}as Edson

Hap QUINTUPLETS!

FREE CIGARS -FREE
SERVICE-ALL THOSE
FLAGS-AND BUNTING-
WHAT'S THE BiIG
|DEA, PORTERT,

THE GoOD oL’
HOME TOWN

AT LAST/
=g
= i

AH DOAN RIGHTLY KNOW,
SUH-'CEPTIN' SOME GOOFY |i
OL MAN IS GIVIN' AWAY i
THOUSAN'S ©' SEEGAHS
AN’ PAYIN' TH' 'SPENSES
O’ EVERYBODY IN TH'
CITY FOAH A WEEKR!

YOU ALL RIGHT ?
OH. M

Tarzan

AS THE NAZI SHIFTED HIS RIFLE, TRY-*

ING TO DRAW A BEAD ON HIS MOVINA
TARGET, SLIM HAPPENED UP
BEHIND HIM.

SO |NTENT WAS THE MARKSMAN THAT HE
DID NOT HEAR THE CAUTIOUS APPROACH,

SUM WAS UNARMED, SHOULD HE RISK AN
ENCOUNTER WITH HIS FORMIDABLE FOE7
THE PRICE OF RAILURE WAS DEATH.

By “Bud Fisher

. 3 , .

WELL, THERE WAS THAT LITTLE

COMMANDO TRICK HED LEARNED,

HE'D NEVER HAVE A BETTER
OLLASION TO TRY IT,

_ (YEP! NopE, 1 LOST IT!

MUTT, L DONT)[ SHUSH! T THINK
I HAVE A BITE!

WHILE You WERE DOWN

THERE,M'Love, DID You

NOTICE |F THE BAIT WAS
STILL ON MY Hook?




