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Lobby Talk

She was to have no veice in their
plan, and they had a plan, for Riv
stepped aside and talked hurriedly
with his father before he took her
arm and led her outside,

Fifteen minutes Inter she sat in
the darkened theater and felt a
wave of fright sweep over her, She
wns with frlends, she told herself,
the Calonel whom she had known
since babyhood and Riv with whom
she played and' quarreled,

Bug she had Interfered with some
plan—upset soma caleulatlon of the
Colanel's, and she remembered
stories of the rutiless methods the
Colonel had used to carry through
his pet ambitlons;

Riv persisted in holding her amall
cold hand and she only half enw
the piay, which was a gay sophisti-
cated comedy, not tuned to her
present mood.

“We must haye n drink" the
Colonel proposed upon Jolning them
oulslde the theater, "1 have my
ear, Il ‘drive you ncross: towm
later.”

She had a wild desire to break
away and ball a taxl, At hall past
twelve, the men still Ungered over
their Secotch and soda whila her
sherry stood untouched on the table
in front of her,

There was musie, which she
scarcely heard only to remember
that it was the tune she and Johnny
danced to that evenlng, Just a few
short hours ago, Now it seemed
an eternity sings she promised to
be back when he called. One
o'tlock. It wns lwenty after one
when the Colonel arose and sald:
“¥ou look slespy.”

Bhe wasnlb sleepy, She was wide
awake and nervols an A witch and
furlous ap her sell for reading &
dellberaie purpose to delay her in
the time they bad spent in the
theater and the cocklall bar,

Wwelll drive Riv home [lrat!' the
Colonel announced,

Ehe was not surprise when they
tinally reached her holel to have
Colonel Moore annotince Lhat he
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insisting that Rlv marry her,
“Don't misunderstand ‘me,” beg-

ged the Colomel: “I disllke what
Riv did, I he wanted to marTy an=-
other glrl he should have broken off
his engagement with you first, But
Riv did not have the courage lo
tell you—"

“And you know that what Riv
did would cause unfavorable com-
ment In Tyler Springs" sald Bue
Ellen staedily, “Your political plans
would not mature, for Tyler Springs
|s loyal snd the Falrhope name ls
important, Bven Lhough the Falr-
hopes have no money, they still ean
influence voles, I'll tell everyone
what I think of you end Riv—

The colonol held up & large white
hand. “You will tell just what I
want you tell)! he sald positively,
Yunless you want to see your two
aunis foreed to go on rellef.”

Sue Bllen stared at him too en-
raged to speak.

"Magnolla House belongs to {he
bank," spld Colonel Moore smogth-
ly. "Ik hns beon mortgaged and Ye-
mortgaged, Just as Belle Acres was
mortgaged to keep up an appesr-
ance which no Falthope can maln-
tain without substantial backing to-
day."”

“And you are that backer."

He smiled and, reasching over,
palted her hand. "Sue Ellen, I lke
vour spirit. I'm quite recomclled to
having you for a daughter-in-law,
I want you to marry Riv when ey-
ervihing hns been cleaved up, I
think you underatand the best and
the worst about him!"

She trled to Interrupb, bubt he
sliook his head. “Nol n word, IL was
unfortunnte that you' rushed off
g0 Impulsively, but even that hes
made be sce and admire you, for
you're a glrl of spirit and delermin-
atlon and that is what Riv needs.”

“Colonel Moare," her' eyes were
startlingly bright and her lps set
and posilive, “T' will not mary
Riy. Pride made me close my eyes
to things 1 should have seen. RIV
doesi't love me—he nevet did, Like
myself, he read love into a child-
ish mffection, and if Deedora Waller
could make him forget me, anolher
woman cotld, nlso, Whatever our
finanecial condition, the fate ol the
Falrhopes has not park in my af-
falr, For m long time I've disliked
your: princlples, your methods, the
way you have taken advantage of
olr bad Juck in Tyler Springs, ta sell
off our plantations to greedy Yan-
kees"

“Why nol?" asked the Colonel
smoolhnly, "They hmve mongy.
Someone has to buy places lke
Belle Acres when lhey are thrown
on Lhe market for back taxes and
to pny overdus interest on mori-
gnges.” '

“Belle Acres: will never fall in-
to your hands of thal of » ¥ankee"

He smiled. "Tonight when you
are nll upset and think you have
no furthor use for Riv, 1 have the
preatest sympathy for you, my dear,
and feel that this 1s no time to
bring you bad news."

His volca took a sympathetlo
tone, but his cold hard eyes were
stern,

"Bad news?"

(To be continied)
—_—
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