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Politics in an Eclipse T

Candidates for public office this spring are Tinding if
difficult to get the ear of the people in competition with the
all-absorbing tople of war and its daily developments and
their preoccupation with their own affairs, For the first
time aince 1929 the public is too busy to give serious heed
o political cures for its economic ills. j

Nor do the remaining five weeks of the primary cam-
paign held promise of much stimulation of interest, with the
wolﬁd keyed up in_anticipation of the opening of spring
offensives on the European battle fronts and Americans
counting the hours until our own forces {ake the initiative
in the Pacific. Once major movements get under way it will
take a masterful persuader to make himself heard from the
;political arena,

Already the candidates, particularly the litls known aelf starters,
are showing signs of desperation and the seasoned campeigners are
concentrating thelr efforts more on gelling out thelr known vole than
recruiting new supporters,

Bensoned and experienced observers mre almost unanimous in fore-
casting a Ught vols of May 15, few riling thelr slghts above the 40 per
cent mark in elther party, The general apathy loward all else except
the war ncoounts chiefly for this, but thers are other facters, Thousnnds
of voters have joined the mrmed forces and, while they are eligible to
cnst pbaentee ballols, few will take the trouble, ‘The same applies to
other Lhousands of workmen who have been ntirncted to war jobs out-
elde the precincla in which they are reglstered,

The fact that few of the war industry workers evidence any (nterest
in the election s demonatrated in Portland where, despile the influx
of thousands of shipyard hands, the reglstrations are materially less
than they were two and four years ago,

Personal popularity and the possession of a well known
name will be the most valuable assets of a candidate for
public office this year, for the people neither have nor will
take the time to acquaint themselves with the qualifications
of the various contenders—if they ever do, All pledge them-
selves to full cooperation in winning the war and they prob-
ably mean it, and, whether or not they have had any hand in
boosting taxes to their present high level, all are agreed that
they must come down,

Talk aa they will, the politicians ean’t drown out the war.
And that is as it should be,

Hitler the Chief Enemy

The Oregonian's “front door ballot,” which consists of
ringing the door bell and asking whoever comes what they
think on any subjieut. and tabulating the answers, reveals a
big majority of those quizzed think the nation's war efforts
should be centered against the Japs rather than the Nazis,
That is natural perhaps for the Japs constitute a real in-
vasion menace to the Pacific const states, Hitlor, however,
constitutes an even greater menace to our Atlantlc const
atates ns well as the nation,

Germany, induced Japan to enter the war to divert our
lend-lease supplies, materiel and men from Britain and
Russia, and avert a second front in Europe by centering
attack upon Japan. That is the Axis strategy and so re-
cognized by the president, our general staff and military
strategista as well as those of our allies. Japan has forced
us to divide our fronts, but the main object of the struggle
is the defat of Hitler, after which it will be easier to take
care of Japan and regain lost territory, The Axis strategem
has failed, as shown by the arrival of General Marshall in
London,

The Pacific will continue an important naval and aerial
theater Wwith large forces of Americans engaged defensively.
But the chief land operations will be in Eurape rather than
to winning back the Philippines, Britain and Russia must
be aided in this crucial period.

The defeat of Hitler means the collapsa of Germany and
Italy, With Russian ald and Siberian bases, Japan's do-
minion will speedily crumble. Russia {s exhansting Hitler'a
man power as well ns planes and tanks and sapping the
morale of the Germans, War weaviness his gripped his
allies, Finland and the Balkans, The people of the oceupied
lands are seething with revolt, With the almost limitless
supplies of tanks, planes and shipa coming, alx ind sen su-
periority will make possible a succesaful Allfed invasion,
either through Italy or France and speed Hitler's doom,

Proves "War Is Hell”

The Yamhill Migeatory Camp News Bulletin, published
by the labor camp staff, March 6 issue, contains “Manager's
Comments," by Raleigh Searle, from which the following is
an excerpt:

“¥our fob and my Job ix to face the facts: fncls, whether pleasunt o
not, and for & long while there nre Rolng to bo more unpleasant facty
than pleasant facls. Il's golng to be hard to urn from waateful hnbils
to frugal habils, requirlng complete ancrifice of all luxurles and many
of the things heretofore regarded ns easentinl. Bul belleve me when we
Become aroused, we will resolve to ald in the production of food, by
having a garden or ald In earing for a community garden, and also
resolving lo pul In every day poasible working In the flelds, helping
plantiand harvest the crops,"

It will indeed be an unploasant fack it these “workers”
whom Uncle Sam [s paternalistically providing with homes,
food and conveniences as well as luxuties, have to really go
.t'o work and “furn from wasteful to frogal habits” and really

ald in thg roduction of Tood by having a garden and work-
ing the fields; helping plant and havvesting crops.” This
is what many of them have studiously avolded hitherto,
being freely supplied with foad atampa, 1t will be a very
real havdship for 'such to have (o really work, but it all proves
again that “war is hell”

Welcome, Mr. Cochran

Chaosen by the board of directors (o play an important
role in the restoration of the Chamber of Commerce to the
leadership it should ocoupy in community affairs, the city of
Salem today welcomes Clay Cochran to the newly created
post ol promotional manager of the chamber,

It will'be his job to interost and attract new industrios
to the city, encourage and assist others to expand, and to
other“;iue promote the best interests of the community,

IU's n big job, complicated by the peculiar problens
growing out of {he war and the location o what will be one
of the lnrgest army tralning ceamps in the country in our
dooryard, and the presence in the area of other concentra-
tiong of troops forwhom proper recréational facilitios must
be provided,

Mr, Cochran comes to Salem with a record of several
Years of enterprising divection of the activities of the Cor-
w:llh: chambet belind him and the reputation of being one
v® thoso chiefly vesponaible for securing the Camp idair
cantonment for this'nrea. He is entitled to and assured of
the community's undivided support in his work here.
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The questlon of polate planting
In' the llght of the moon or not ix
one! that Is troubling more than the
usual number of poople these daya
due to the ncoelerntion of interest
caused by the victory garden pro-
gram. We haven't had a chance to
discuss this welgnty subject with
Bob Rieder, our county agent, but
we remember a guy who once plant-
ed'al the wrong Ume of the moon
and had an abundant erop, which
indleated that year, mt least, that
nature had gone to sleep and not

kapt track of the moon sltuation.

Probably holding n hoe by the right
end. and handling-same properly is
qulte an adjunct to the effect of the
moon, one Wiy or another,

We hear that our old friend Grov-
er Hillman has hall way pushed
himself along the high road to our
FT & BA and orders soup atb the
service clubs, He Is allll awalling
his clackera with conalderable ex-
pectancy, Grover 15 of the high

Nowvelties
In the News

(Hy the Amsocinied Presy)
No Disguise

Plllaburgh — One' mustache was
the price Shields Manson paid to
become an American.

Manson, a natlve of Scolland,
wns clean-shaved when he filed his
cltizenship applieation and photo-
graph, Bince then he sprouted a
mustache, To obtain his final papers,
he hind to look ke the original
photograph,

So Manson shaved his way Lo cl-
Uzenghip,

Long Distance Call

New Brllaln, Conn—The Pulask
domocrntie’ elith Was devised n tele-
phone: plug for its members runaing
tor effice In the municipal election
Lomorrow.

Anyone calllng the clib hears this:

“Elect Dobrowolskl, Sadowskl, Ko-
towskl,  Znpatka  and  Wojack —
hello)"

Wants Air Conditioning

Denver—Whal wolld you say it
soveral tons of gravel caved in on
You?—=That da, if you could talk,

The world came tumbling down
on C, Edward Overholt while he
was working In s 15-foot hole,

The rugged one passed It off with:
“Ib was Rinda stuffy down there.

Back to Normal Now

Kansas Cliy—Patrolmen Art Ben-
nelt mwnd Joe Onrboneau Just sat
there and watehed the eara creep
by—suime one put up & algn: speed
teap ahead, 1

Then the cops, who don't have to
show up ab eourk today to prose-
eite speeders;, looked up the boys
who nstalled tha algi,

"Thanks, pals," they commented,
“All we wanled lo do waa slow
them down"

type of men we like to see in the
order and feel pretly proud he
thinks enough of our clith to go te
all of that trouble just to get into
same,

More Streamlining
(Federal Bureau Bulletin)

“The agriculture department an-
nounced creatlon of the division of
grasshopper  control  within  the
bireau of enfomology and plant
quarantine and named Dr. Claude
Wakeland, chief of the division,
This marks the first time programs
of centrol for chitich bugs, Morman
crickels and grasshoppers have been
tinified under one division, Dr,
Wakaoland has been field director for
ihe combined grasshopper and
Mormon oricket control programs of
the department.”

Maybe the divislon sooner or
Inter will reach out and absorb ihe
earwlg mnd the other et ceterns in
these parls,

Two prominent cltizens were cnll-
ed from lfe today, W. T, Rigdon
and Douglas Minto, names datlng
back to the beginnings of things
here, Mr, Rlgdon was born In the
year of the Callfornla gold rush and
Mr, Minto's fallier was one of Lhe
most distingulshed of all of the
early Oregon ploneera who made his
Way across the plaina In 1843, The
s0ha of old Unele Johin Minto car-
rled on Lhe name, Mr. Rigdon him-
aclf not only Uyed a lot ofl Oregon
hislory but he left a valunble book
on the subject,

Fishing zeason 18 peebly nigh
here, a Lme awilted with Intercst
by n lot of people but not mueh ap-
preciated by the flsh, In fact, we
doubl i they even know t—yet.

Salem high school track team
went lo Eugene the olher day and
oaptured 26 out of n passible 35
points In the slate chnmplonship
tolirney, This Iy Interesting no end,
Inpamuch ns Salem wasn't the host
team and could comie away without
getting cussed out for being the
same,

School Districls
Can Accept Giffs

A nchool district is, authorized o
accept gills of money as trust funds
to be used for school purposes, Af-
lorney General I, H, Van Winkle
riled loday.

THe purposed for which the money
may be used includes promoetibn of
the welfare of the puplls, Van
Winkle sald In' the oplnlon reques-
ted by Reg Putham, slale superin-
tendent of piblle Inatruction,

The gift, the attorney general
ruled, may be of the ecapltal or of
the enmings from Investments,
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Kelly Says:

Procurement Division
Daoes Strange Things

Story of Thrilling
Voyage NoL Revealed

Foresl Service May
Be Sent to West Coast

——By John W, Eelly

Washington, April 13—First of
the new nlywood tralning planes
has been dellvered at the Wash-
Ington navy vard for experimenta-
tion, operation and, finally, to be
ripped aparty Army mnd  mavy
have been slow in #dopting wood
in planes, although in the first
World war the British plrchased
millions of foet of spruce for fight-
ing planes and bave; in the pres-
ent war, been taking cargoes of
spriuce fiom Brillsh  Columbia,
Washington' and Oregon forests
supplemented by Douglas fir. In
additlon to the British, Italy and
Rosgla are using wooden combal
planes.

Plywood (thin slices of wood
peeled from a log and glued to-
gether) |5 at its best In the north-
wesl. The ludustry has forged to
the front In recent years and the
best techuicians In the business
are on the payrolls of the scores of
factorles In the forest mrens. They
have made discoveries, aueh as the
best method of treating the ply-
wood with glue; they have In-
vented n glie that can stand any-
thing; the method of pressing the
sheets  together, Desplle the
"know how! of using plywood, the
procyrement offices have not con-
sldered awarding a contract to
bulld wooden alrplanes to any of
these mills, The source of the raw
material §8 jgnored.

Funny Things Done

Procurement does  sueh  queer
things. Elghteen milllon tent pegs
were needed for the army. Tent
pegs are of wood, nothing else. Did
procurement make Inguiry where
the slakes eould be purchased In
the lumber marksis of the north-
west? It .did not. The order wos
glven to an “intermediary” in a
large eastern clty, “Intermediates”
are individuals or firms which have
nothing, enly a determination to
grab a contract and make & com-
missien, The Intermediary shop-
ped around and' finally placed the
order, Army wanted some wooden
chalrs and tables, Large manu-
facturing companies speclalizing In
chalrs and olhers in' tables could
not submlt bids, for cach carried
n slngle line. Instead of breaking
the order Into lwa ilems, army
gave Lhe contract to an “Interme-
dinry"” and the latler hought the
chalry from one plant, tables from
nnother — which the army could
have done.

Some day the story will be re-
leased how a well known vessel
on the west const salled out of a
Pacifie port Into the south Pacifle
with supplles for General Mac-
Arthur In  the® Philippines, The
story, of courge, is the manner In
which this ship ran the Japanese
blockade successfully and discharg-
ed much needed material Inci-
dentally, the blockade ruinner was
almost Lo the islands while people
in the Uniled States were asking
why no rellef wes belng gent to
the boys In the foxholes of Batasn,

Items Added to Bureau

Department of agricoiture will
be given control of fats, olls, dl-
reoling production and supply and
allocation, If the department does
n good Job of ihls other commao-
dities will be ‘turned over to it
Farmers are Increasing the fab
=upply now by ralsing more hogs.
There s & falldown, however, with
peanut oll} the acreage planted s
scarcely more than that of 10415

—_—

How Pleasant It Is!|

It didn’t seem possible that such a change
| could come over a room, did it?
have added pleasure (o their sitling rooms or
bedrooms by having Elfstrom's re-paper them.

OUR BUDGET PLAN
Covers BOTH the Coat of

MATERIALS and LABOR
YOUR OWN TERMS WITHIN REASON

« Seleét your own Paperhanger . . . or we will gladly
furnish the names of reliable men.

Elfstrom’s

Headquarters for Bherwin-Williams Paints
375 Chemeketa

In war production board Lhere are
38 dollar-a-year men who are ma-
neuyering to obtaln control of
foodstuff. Inslders predict Lhat
eventunlly there will be = food

.S?a&m ...SZefrAed By Will banch

administralion with an adminis-
trator, but the administrator will
not. be Herbert Hoover, despite hls
experience In World war No. L. )
Polltical Note — Wendell Willkie i ;
has been trying to out Representa-
tive Joe Marlin as republican na-
tona] chalrman, Willkle waa try-
ing to organize his forces in the
committee to displace Martin with
Ralph Cake, republican natlonal
commitieeman for Oregon, who I8
perving his first term ms & mem- T
ber of the committee and who dld- fl
n't make too good a job of his own 1
stale in the presidentia] campalgn ’
of 1940, This purging by Willkle| [ Nl ——ijj 1 EM
flopped and Martin will continue (L I J e
to serve as national chalrman tn- v bl M L
tl 1044, Mr, wlllkiailn not dtno T b III(‘HJ
strong with the republican leadera Bt T LU
and, in fact, stands better with| |t ittlama’

|
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the White House than with the
party, -

“Wow| Whotla drive| 1t looks lke Harry Gustafson has golten
rid of hia slice since the ahortage of balls began!'

Policies Poorly Formed

One of the deep dark secrels of
the natlonal capital {x that under-
ground efforta are belng made to
send the forest service to the far
west. Mast of the operation of the
forest service are In the Paclfic
Northwest, just ms the grazing di-
vision has its field of work In the
west and has been sent to Color-
ado, If these scheme ls success-
ful the forest servies will be sent
to some city, not in Callformin.
The shift would make no differ-
¢nte lo the rangers but would
causa consternalion In headquar-
ters where the “Hberals" wish to
remain In the capital. Timber
ownera have no trouble with the
field men, as they know Lhelr bus-
{ness, huts there ls growing dissat-
IsTaction with top officinis who di-
reck the polloy from' the depart-
ment ol sgriculture.

Land ’Gigior
Labor Policy
By Congress

Washington, April 13 (ULE—Chalr-
man Emory §, Land of the marl-
time commission today ealled on
congress to enact 'a national war
labor policy that would freeze exist-
ing management - labor relation-
ships,

Testifying belore the house naval
affalrs commities, Jand sald a vol-
uniary agreement between mansge-
ment and Isbor would be preferable
to leglslation,

Then, under questloning by com-
mittes chalrman Carl Vinson (D,
Ga,), Land sald he felt It now was
the duly of congress "to slabllize
relatlons, snd permit employes and
employers to stabllize production.”

“The simplest and best thing to
be done to Increase productlon, he
anld, Yly some form of freezing re-
Intlonships—a stabllization of labor-
management relations

Land'y Ltestimony marked re-
sumptlon of hearings by ths com-
mittee on the bill sponsored by Vin-
son and Rep, Howard Smith (D,
Va), which would outlaw the
¢lassd shop for the duration, su-
spend Lhe 40-hour work week and
iimit profits on war contracts.

Vinson plans to offer a aubatl-
tule which would exiend Lhe basle
work week to 48 houra and freeze
closed ahop conditions.

The labor hearitigs were resumesd
following an informal two-week re-
cess of the house,

Land recommended that closed
phop mgireements already In exlst-

antl-Semitic views s lbelous.

The high tribunal divided 4 to 4,
with Justice Jackson not partlel-
pating. Under such circumatances;
the mnction of the court appealed
from i3 affirmed.

The ligatlon Involved a sull
brought by Representalive Swepney
(D, Ohio), ngainat the Schenectady
(NY.), Unlon Publishing company,
charging that he had been lbeled
by astatements publlshed in the
Beheneectady Union Star that he was
opposing the appointment of Eme-
rich Burl Freed as federal district
Judge at Cleveland on the ground
Lthat Freed was a Jew,

Now the case goes back to the
northern New York federal district
court to detéermine whether, under
principles enunclated by the federal
clreult eourt In New York, Lhe
newspaper had libeled Sweeney.

In m brief filed with the supreme
court the newspaper sald the elr-
cull court declslon *Interpreles the
mriicle as  charging respondent
(Sweeney) with raclal rejudice
and upon that basls holds It to be
libelous per se."

Bweeney's brief aaid “the sole and
determinative question ls whether
the ciroult court of appeals correct-
ly stated the law in holding the
words complained of to be ncllon-
able per se."

The elreult court rullng applled
only Lo New York, slnce It was in-
terpreling the law of Lhal' slats,
Other courts throughout the coun-
try have reached different conelu-
slons in Slmllar sults brought by
Eweeney,

Dismissal of Sweeney's complalnt
wis ordered by the New York fed-
eral district court, This was re-
verasd by the federal cireult eourt,
which ordered & new irial on the
merits of the controversy.

Justice Jackson did not partiel-
pale In today's actlon, which was
taken' without s written opinion.
How the remalning elght justices
divided on the question was not
Bnnounced,

, In a brief filed with the tribunal,
the newspaper sald that what the
elroult court's declslon “means in
practical effect 1s that comment
on matters of public Interest, and
particularly on publie officlals, 15
now—of nll times in Amerlean his-
fory—to become a dangerous thing,"
The newspaper contended that

ence be permitied to stand for the| the reasoning of the eclreult eourt

Libelous To Call
Official Anti-Semitic

Washington, April 13 (#)—The supreme court upheld
today a circuit court decision which was interpreted by op-
posing litigants to hold that under New York law & published
charge that a public official holds#

declsion would make It “equally 1l-
belous' to zay of Represertatlve
Sweeney that he opposed Freed for
olflce because he was a Yankee, a
southerner, or of English extrac-
tlon."

Consan%n of
Patent Rights
Advocafed

Washington, Aprll 13 (UR — Sen.
Robert M. Lafollette (Prog, Wis)
charged before Lhe senale patent
committee today that "soine grouy
in our country have nllled them=
selves with nazl corporate emplres”
under agreements they conslder
“more Important' than the faie of
the United States.”

He urged ndoption of legislation to
conscript patent rights durlng war..

LaFollelle made p astatement to
the committes at the opening of
hearings on a bill jointly sponsored
by him, Chalrman Homer T, Bone,
(D, Wash) and Sen, Joseph C, O'-
Mahoney (D, Wyo). Bone read s
letter from President Roosevelt ex-
pressing interest and urglng formus
Iallon of a "wise patent pollcy.” At-
torney Gen. Francls Blddle aldo in

|dorsed conscription of patent rights,

Mr, Roosevell's Jotter, replylng to
ene from Bone informing him of
the hearing, sald:

“The problem your are studying la
vital; technology is the key to pro-
dugtion; production 15 the key t
victory, I' trust that vour commit
tee will study the problem and help
the government to formulate a wise
patent policy to gulde us toward
that victory for democracy whish
we all so devoutly wish, I know
that It will be motivated as all of
us pre during these critical years of
the world's hislory by the highest
ldeals mnd patrloblsm, I am golng
to bo following your hearings with
n great deal of interest.

“It In fltting “you should open
thess hearings on April 13, ths,
birthday of Thomaa Jefferson who
wits our first superintendent of pa-
tents, No surer guldance for your
acllon could be found that n eon-
stant condclousness of the spirlt and
Intent of that great designer of
Ametlonn demooracy."

duration, and Indleated that no new ]
ones should be allowed, .

*That would do away with sgita-
ton—ngitallon by labor aglintors
and capital agitators,” le sald,

roatful comfort at lowest fares, ladi-
vidual reclining chaire with lcam
rubbar cushion veals and upholriered
backs. Bpaciois louaging reoms,

Tourlst Slesping Cars provide
[ d tlesper privacy al much
lowat cost. Roomy berths with tadivid:
ual lights, Large dressing rooms,

B E Bthatiery, Travel

Phone 9221
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SERVICES
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Hdug meals al moderale prices.
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Only the OLYMMAK olfars smokelecs,
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mountaine, Only the OLYMFAN opet-
Ales aver one ralltoad all the way
through to Chicago. 1
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