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Quandary

They were drving along the dirt
Iane by bhe river, Getls ‘belween
them, when Emily flnally forced
herzell to say what she had been
thinking all along.

“Why don't you go back to New
York today?" she asked. “Bhe must
he with some of her friends, Or
some of them must have seen her

Roger stared ahead without
speaking for A long time,

“Why don't you?" Emily asked
agaln.

“1 went once,” Roger answered,
his volee tight, “I think she hid
from me, But whether she did or
not, I'm no! golng =agaln, If zhe
comes back b will be becauss she
wants to come.”

Emily atarted to protest, and gave
it up when saw the the look on
hiz face. They drove agaln In si-
lenice, But before they reached ths
housa Rogor, spoke, o =

“There's no use trylng to pretend
with you,” he sald, "You know I
love her and want her back It's
only that T think Lovely had to
find that out for hersell.”

Jog Hulse stood over Lovely
looking severaly at her,

“But what the heck dld you come
here for?" he demanded. “You know
hig is one of the first places he'll
look.™

Lovely shrugged, and said noth.|P

ing.
“For a girl who's always known

"Well, 1 wasn't really thinking
anything, Lovely" Gert sald hesl-

her. Could it be that Gert was
thinking of how thelr own par-
ents hag deserted them, and could
there be any connection between
Lily and dert’s thought? Or was
sho merely wool-gathiering, distrait
from foo much worry?

Lovely was thoughtful as she
started back to the Hulse's. It was
true that her sister had been old
encugh when the famlly hroke up
lo know something about it all,

And she knew that somehow ehe
did not fit the background against
which she walked. Dingy buildings
niong n dingy street. Undernourish-
ed, pale chlidren golng through the
motions of something they called
play. Bome of the chilren even stop-
ped dodging trucks long encugh to
look at her In wonder. Her clothes
were go delinitely upper Fifth ave-
nue,

Nor was It better at the Hulse's.
Bhe pald her way there, and helped
Mrs, Hulse with the work. 8he could
do a great many things for her
friends, and they appreciated them.
But two things were missing, and
these were Roger and Cetta,

Peorhaps three—the spaclolisness
and freedom of lfe In the grent
house beside the Hudson. It had
not taken her long, she reflected,
to come to demand something bet-
tar than she had grown up to ex-
ect.

11l get ott, she told herself, Tl
tell them tonlght and I'll find a
room somewhere alone. I am alone,
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