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Hot Legislative Potato

However meritorious the proposal may be, and there is
reason behind the claim the Marion county officials are shab-
bily paid for the amount of business they handle in proportion
10 the compensation of most other Oregon counties, the coun-
ty's official family and its friends have handed the Marion
delegation a “hot potato” in asking its members to sponsor &
Bill to increase the pay of all elective county officinls from
$800 to $700'a year,

If the bill is approved responsibility for its approval will
rest squarely upon the shoulders of the Marion county dele-
gation under the theory of procedurs in such matters gener-
ally accepted by both houses—that the wishes of the repre-
sentatives of the county concerned in local pay increases he
followed. During the last session Governor Sprague estab-
lished the precedent of permitting county salary bills to be-
come law without his signature, and it is presumed he will
follow the same course this session.

8o it is the Marion county senators and representatives
who must bear the brunt of any criticism that may arise from
objectors among the home folks. But there is no other man-
ner of bringing the question to an issue hefore the legisla-
ture; which is the only body with authority to solve the prob-
lem, Critics should be charitable toward the Marjon county
delegation for introducing the measure by request and giving
it a chance to be heard on its merits,

Qur Mounfuin .of Silver

The folly of our silver pollcy adopted In 1934 15 again set
Forth in the annual review of the gilver market issued by
Handy & Harman, The silver purchase act provided that for
the United States “one fourth of the total monetary value of
the gold and silver stocks shall be In silver.” But the act de-
feated itself. Of the 208,000,000 ounces of silver bought in
1040 by the treasury, only 67,000,000 were produced from do-
mestic ores, The treasury's total silver holdings at the end
of 1940 are 8,135,000,000 ounces—a useless and lurgely value-
less mountain of silver,

Instead of constituting one fourth of our gold and silver
stocks, as provided, the influx of foreign gold has reduced the
ratio to 1514 percent, Even If no more gold were added to the
$22 billion now on hand, it would be neceasary to purchase 2.5
::lillilontmora ounces of silver to reach the goal required by

e net,

All the ailver pyrchase act has dons ix to enrich foreign
exporters and speculators by selling at inflated prices, subsi-
dize to a lesser extent our own silver producers, drive foreign
countries, which in 1985 were on the silver standard, off from
it by interference with the market and intensify the problem
of surplus bank reserves. It has been s failure from the start
and as the reserve board recommends, should be repealed, It
would be far cheaper to pay a subsidy to American silver pro-
ducers than to keep on subsidizing foreigners,

A Greek Hero Passes

It is to be hoped that the sudden death of Premier Gen-
eral John Metaxas, 70, strong man and military hero of
Greece, will not seriously affect the conduet of the war waged
ruccessfully against the Ttalian invader. The expulsion of the
Fi_!seintn from Greek soll and the campalgn waged in Albania
;tre[genemlly attributed to the strategy and tactics of the dead

e,

. MF{an_s has had a turbulent eareer dating back to the
Greco-Turkish war of 1807, He was twice exiled for plotting
revolutions but died the most popular man in Greece, He ruled
as dictator for nearly five years and the newly organized gov-
ernment, headed by Alexander Coryouis, governor of the Na-
tional bank of Greece, composed of all the present ministers,
is pledged to carry on the war against Italy until victory is
achieved.

When the Italians came, Motnxas was ready for them,
having made preparations to receivo them when he learied a
year ago that the Ttalians were building military highways
through Albanin, He studied conditions along the border and
decided to make the mountains his battleground. When the
Fascists started the drive, he lot them advance through the
Pindus to Janina and get a foothold on the road to Salonika,
then fell on them, oub off their retreat and amnashed their
forces, He so0n eleared Greoce of “overy Ttalian buf the dead
ones and prisoners” and carried the war into Albania.

Regiment the Farmers?

. Slate Grange Master Ray Gill, addressing the Salem
Chamber of Commerce Monday, is quoted in the news re-
ports as saying that through cooperation the farmers of the
country ean contral the market for most every farm commad-
ity, hut that the economie difficulty faced by the farmers is
”lﬁ! of muking copperation fully effective. "A s{ubborn mi-
nority of md_r_-.pemh.'nt apgricalturists, 10 or 15 percent of the
whole, have it in their power to defeat the efforts of coopor-
nllveﬁ to atabilize any market, he said.

Gill recommended compulsory compliance of all farmers
:;i:airtn r:n.\i r}:‘uuikcei. t«ll?m]h:utlrm program for any farm product
"ed by two-third s ¥
- Lk trds of the producers engnged in growing
His argument simmers down fo this: That
how many farmers may combine {o corner um? cg::tilt:?tttﬁ:
market for any furm product, their efforts to that end may
and usually ate defopted by a fow independents who beljeve

n free enterprise and individual economic ag well as political
liberty, Therefore Ingurgent producers should be compelled
to w:uilli-: ]lln- chalk-ling denwn by the cooperativey,

SUch a suggestion for regimentntion of free-bo i
cun citizens atrikes ahollow note when auundcseﬁ,)-h :}:: aﬁ!gi:;

man for an organization reco nized 1
: 1 or it .
fense of the Ameriean way ﬂr“]ifv, it
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Kelly Says:

“Fireball” Kaiser
Gobbles Up Contracts

No Beis Overlooked
In Defense Construction

Railroads, Dams, Shipa
All Grist for His Mill

—==—By John W. Kelly:

Washington, Jan, 20—When & Brl-
tish shipplng mission atarted a quist
survey of Pacific coast facilities
Henry Kaiser got wind of It In Los
Angeles and as the misslon moved
northward wherever 1ta members
slipped Into & town Kalser was
walting for them; he flew ahead of
them, And Kalser kept after the
British, chased them to New York;
camped there, In due time ronoun-
cement was made that the Todd-
Kilser group had the coulrnct to
butld 80 merchant ships for (the
British,

They call him a "fireball” in the
contracting business, and he is now
going to town in n blg way. Kaiser
had never bullt a ship, but that
mattered nothing to him, Ha will
tackle any thing. In the mme fash-
fon that brought him the British
shipa he haa landed other contracts,
Today the Kalser group has goyv-
emment contrncts for & sum Rp-
prosching one-half billlon dollars.
Runs Dam Shows

As Henry Kalser

will play »

Sips for

By Don
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Upjohn

A malury increass bill  coverlig |
Marlon county offlolals Is due to
drop Inlo the leglslative lopper,
Ons af the prinelpal nrguments nd-
vanced In its favor la that salary
ineromnsies nre dile because of the
Jumble which nrose in socounts of
the former county trensurer with
convlctionn followitig diseovery of o
ahortage of over $23.000 In his ad-
colnts, Tt was contended then by
many and I8 now that the trensur-
er's anlary was too low for the re-
sponsibllities attaching to the of-
flee. So now comed the proposed
salary Increasa bill which increnses
anlnrles of & number of officlals to
82,500 n year, but provides a boosl
for the county treasurer of from
only $1,500 to $1,800 m year. Thero
may be hidden logle In such & move
somewhere, but If there ln, Il's
nmurely closely concealed, Far ba It
from us to remark that the other
officlals are not entitled to salary
Ineronses. But, If it s to be argied
that n salnry boost is to be glven
beonuss (n oounty freasurer wis iin-
derpaid and shortages vesultsd, just
why the other officlals should get
boogted to $2500 a year and the
tronsurer phould have an {nerease
of anly §300 n year to $1,800 A veor
15 n stickler to figure out. We pre-
sumin the lden Is that by pulting
the other aalarlex up to $3.500
year the treasurer will be so ringed
about with higher pald men that
e couldn't possibly go wrong on
his $1,000 » year. The counly trep=
surer handles sometimes ns high aa
$2,000,000 & yenr which Ia a tidy sum
of money anywhers exeapl In a
congressionnl approprintion bill, and
some thought should be given Lo the
reallties In  passing around  the
prines.

We hear that nobody elsa but our
old friend Doe Lewla is jolning the
FI' & DA In a blg fashion nnd by

gum old Doe will be a credlt to our

organlzation no end, That hlg smile
of Doc's deserves only the hest of
hackgrounds and we hope the plates
will be up to the standard of the
smile,

Leglslalor Dick Neuberger coms
plafns about our favorite paper,
among others, s coloring its nows
columna with editorinl matter, We
ure sorry Dick didn't widen the Ler-
ritory & Bit and include Colller's
Weekly, certaln artleles we've read
In smmu also seoming to have n
nlght tinge,

The exterlor of the new annex to
Ladd & Bush branch of the United
Stutes Natlonal came to lght lo-
dny for all the world to sis, & aym-
phony In glnes and marble, Ir the
marhle were of a lghter hue dog-
gone If we wouldn't have hustled
to have heen the first to  get our
Initinls on same, but you'd have to
have a white penoll to mafe much
of n showlng,

Youtli Meets Melhusaleh

We mot Senator Hill Walsh from
Qoo county last evenlng, Bl belug
an old time Balem boy leaving here
In 1030, and In the old days he used
to fool aroind on the newsprpers
hete, “I'm tight smort glad lo see
you again,” sald Bill, with his Coos
county amile, “I remember you
back when I was fust a kid around
here nnd i seems good to see a lob
of you old fellers mgaln’ Doggone
If he didn't make us feel like start-
g n eentonnial celabratlon all our
own,

Tt's all right, B, you just wait
and some kid will be remembeting
you, loo,

P —

Bunnyalds—Mrs, R, A. Glliner and
son Jerry of Oanby vislted at the
Jake Conboy home the past week.
The Mises Lela and Iln returned
home with her for the weskend,

Pr role In the national de-
fense, & 1itkle background will be In-
teresting,

When the Six Companies organ-
keed to bulld Boulder dam (all alx
clenned up & pot of money on W)
Henry Kalser was plcked to drive
the work, 8ix Companles were
western contractors, one from Port-
land, Buylng In such greal quan-
tities, they named thelr own fl-
gures—inke It or leave It. They
squeezed every dollar of profit out of
the job—then moved to new flalds,

Bonneville dam waa nbout ready.
Kalser looked it over, declded he
would take 1t, He did, and placed
iy son Edgar in  charge. Then
Grind Coules. A set of contraetors
were. working on the dam alrendy,
but Kalser shoved them over and
began running the show,

Hearlng of the Granis Puss rall-
road, he looked Into that, declded
It would be swell to complets the
rond to Crescent Clty, Callf, es-
tebllsh small lowns on the route
where tonnage would be obialned,
This wns when the now deal was
dishing out money for projects in
Inrge doeses, However, ths polloy
changed before Kalser could talk
the government into financing the
rallrond proposition.

Propect on Puget Sound

Came Shnsta dam, Just south of
Ashland, Ore,, part of the Central
valley project, Kalser obialned »
contrret to furnish cement and con-
glomerate, He could nol get the
cement b his price; so he bullk
plant to manufueture 16 12 miles
from Palo Allo, Next he bullt & 85
milen conveyor to the o Ite to

Todd yards on Puget Bound, with
& contract for destroyers, and with
him was Charley Bhea (one of the
8ix companies) of Portland. The
government handed them §1,400,000
to Incresse the facllities,

Got This One Easily

Came the agitation of “all nid to
Britain" and the president asked
eongrens for $300,000,000 to construct
200 cargo carriers, Agaln the Todd-
Kalser organization was given the
work (no competitive bidding). At
first Kalser wanted to put In & new
yard in southern Colifornia, but
eventunlly was induced to select
Portland; organized the Oregon
Bhipbullding company, wilh Char-
ley Shea as head man, and took one
of the altes son Edgar had selecled
on optlon, For this new yard the
president of the United States gave
$4.787.000 und Kalser ssalgned 32
bouts out of the 200 to be bullt for
the Muaritime commission. Kailser
and Totdd located other yards, one
bt Gelveston, with 8$3284342 for
facllitles, The Portland yard was n
compliment to Shea, who is nssocl-
ated with Kalser in varlous con-
tragts, and who requested Kulser
to remember his home city.

All told, Kalier mnd Todd have
ordéra to bulld 200 ships for the
Maritime commission, 80 cargo ships
for Great Britain, and 25 destroyers
for the United Statea navy, The
work on Cirand Coulee 14 not quite
finished and there I still plenty
to do st Shasta dam, The merchant
ships nlone—American and British
—represent §40,000,000, The 25 de-
stroyers to be constructed by the
Beattle-Tacomn Shipbullding cor-
poration make up another §100,000,
plus,

Flying_Cﬁei
Igilled in Crash

offett Meld, Calll,, Jan, 20 (#—
Robert B, Baylls, 25, a flylng cndet
under the U, 8 army air corps, was
killed today when his tralning plane
erashed durlng s solo flight near
Shafter, 17 mlles northwest of Bak-
ersfleld, Calit. |

Baylly, n resident of Wenatohee,
‘Wash.,, was n member of the Mof«
fett fleld basie tralning class sche=-
duled to finlsh a 10-wecks' course
hete February 2. The eniire cluss
wna on practice flights near Bak-
ersfield today. Baylls was flying
n BT 13 single-motor ship,

Details of the crash were not an-
nounced hers,

Baylls was gradunted from the
Wenateches high school, nttended
the Unlversity of Washington, wis
” member of the Sigma Chl frater-
nity and of Bcabbard and Blade—
the reserve officers training corps
honorary st the univeralty—and
served with the ROTQ at Fort
Funston; Culif,

He came to Moffolt fleld from
the clvillun tralning center al Glen-
dale, Callf, Field attaches sald he
was survived by his parents, Mr,
and Mrs. W. . Baylls of (138 South
D Bt), Wenatchee,

Baylls wns the frst flylng eadet
from thiy fleld to die In an ale
ernsh,

e

avold paying SBo0thern Pacific rall-
road frelght.

And came Lhe war. Henry Kalser
Is not m man to overlook wny beta
or to alt holding his hands when
Joba are belng distributed, His tle-
up with' tha Todd Ship-bullding
eomppny s a result of the 60 British
vessals, Wires and telephone were
uspd to have him Jocate n British
¥oard In Portland and his son went
to Portland, optloned & couple of
tracty, bul these Britlsh yards went
to Boulh Portlnnd, Malne, to Rich-
mond, Calif, and elsewhere,

Meanwhile, he was “In" with the
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Novelties
In the News

(By the Assoclnied Press)

Double Rescue

Cleveland—A six-man fire rescuo
nquad needed some: of It own medi-
cine toduy,

The squad answersd a eall to an
onstalde home nand worked four
houra on five persons overcome by
earbon monoxide fumes, Then the
rescuers became 111,

A second squad and s doctor were
summoned. Two hours later all
lind been revived,

Inyiting Trouble

Monros, La~The Junlor Chamber
of Commerce last wesk conducted
» enfely week In which colflps,
wreeked automoblles and "beware”
algna were soattered on downtown
streets,

Today,” Manroe pollee anngunced
traffic mccldenta had doubled dur-
ing the weel,

What's the Hurry?

Kansas Clty — Philllp 8alzman,
Austrinn maitre d'hotel, finds Am-
erican alang extremely puszling.

University of Kansas girls
planning a sorority “rushing” party,
sald it would be "sometime next
month,*

“Now T sk you," asked Balaman,
spreading hands wide In dismay,
“what's so rushing mbout thati"

Equator Squadron?

8alt Lake Olty—Neptune has joln-
ed the United Siates navy.

HE s Rlehard I, Neptune, 19, Ak-
ron, O, an enrollee in & CCO camp
at Plnedals, Wyo.

Lebanon Building

Permits Are Issued

Lebanon—Bullding permits were
lssued this week for construction
and ropalrs amounting to $4060, fig-
ures in the clty recorder's office
disolosed,

Largest single permit wis for the
construction of m 83500 house on
Grant street, near Seventh for H, A,
Beyer. Two others Included Roy
Ciarcner’s permit to bulld a mach-
ine shop on Williams between Onk
and Maln, costing $850, and Albert
Carlson's to eonstrict & double gar-
nge at Main and Isabelle for $500,

ke «DILES

IRRITATION

Deon’t wulfer hopelesslyl Relieve the
butning ltehy soreness as manyothers
do—with saothing, widely known

RESINOL

“ Sé /f'efr/fedi f_ y

i

Will Danch
| | Eﬂ G

it nieely washed and pollshied all the time like Dr, Darby does
thelrs!™

German-Italian
Plan Seems Logical

By DeWitt MacKenzle
TAmoginted Prein Binll Writer)

There is no reason to look with undue suspicion at tI!e
fascist disclosure that [taly and Germany are extending their
economic and military cooperation in preparation for an ef-

fort to drive the British from the
Mediterranean by assaulls in Africa
nnd against Creece—nll this belig
preliminary to an attempted inyn-
slon of England itself,

Such frankness about military
plans does ,of course, rather snvor
of the stage musielnn who exhlbits
his sleeves to prove that he has
nothing concealed, S, that pro-
gram ix logleal enough (If we allow
for a falr amount of window dress-
ing), and we musin't overlook this
important fact:

This Information nabout other
hand-In-glove c¢losetiess of the axls
partners s Intended more for the
constumption of the people &f Italy
than for the benefit of the outside
world, It s further Indication that
Rome s pretty feverlsh and that
Doctor Hitler iy trylng to keop the
tempernture down,

So far ns the milltary threat goes,
Britnin should welcome that, As I
have indlented before, the chief
weapon which Hitler can bring into
operation 15 alr power, and this will
tend to ‘wenken his aerldl offensive
ngainst England. Thot is a danger-
ous experiment, for It will give the
Britons'n chance to get set for the
projected nnel Invasion. Therelfore
it will be strange If Hiller goex very
far in drawing on the resotrces of
his western front.

Horse Already Gone

The axls partners lkely will stoge
offensives fn the Mediterranein, but
they must eertainly do so with the
knowledge that so far as Italy's Af-
rlein emplre s concermed, they are
trylng to close the burn door after
the horse has escaped, What s Jelt
of Moarshal Grazlanl's once great
Libyan army s ghattered and in-
eapable of a gerlous offensive even
I 16 I8 rescued.

Alr power alone can'l do Grazlani
mueh good at this late stage, For
that matter, nothing has happoned
thus far In the war to demonstrate
that warplanes have any mysterlous
power over surface warships, and
Britlsh naval  expertts clalm  they
have litle fear that the axls enn
smiash & hole In the British blockade
which has cut Italy's African colo-
nles off from supplles and reln-
forcementa,

The seruatlonnl drive of a fres
Fronch eamel corps from Chnd

atross the binming desert Into south-

western Libya to eapture the strate=
gle onsls of Fezman from the fasclsts
Is & sensational contribution to the
Alrican warfare, It adds to Grazi-
ani's alveady overwhelming worrles
by opening up & new front agalnst
hilm. To my mind the moral effect
of this operation far exceeds Lhe
military value at this juncture,
Metaxas Was Genius

As regards Albania, I think the
Greeks may encounter some hard
knocks when the spring comes, un-
less the British are able to reinforce
them heavily meantime, At this
critienl Junelure, Greece hos lost
one of her chief towers of strength
in the death of Dictator General
Metaxns,

“Little John' Metnxas woas a mill-
tary genius, frained in the German
war college and with much experi-
ence on the battle fleld, When I waa
In Greece two venrs sgo 1 found that
the public as o whole, belng political
minded and intensely independent,
wan Irked by the dictatorship. How.
ever, while Metoxas was n two-fist-
ed chief, he was an efflelont ane. as
witness the amazing manner in
which he hos samashed the faselst
forces whith  trled to Invade his
country.

————e

Seek Milifary
Road Standards

Portland, Jan, 230 (Am—Oregon
highways must be rushed to s mill-
tary standerd, Dr, E B, McDanlel,
president of the State Motor mssool-
atlon, snid today,

"Moderm armles must he highly
mobile mnd hard hitting” he anid,
“The highway bottlensoks of motin.
taln curves, narrow pavement and
shaky bridges must go"

He ndded that the assoclation was
stiudylng the entire Oregon highway
syatem to determine what work had
to be done and Ita cost,

"One of the biggest needs right
tow 15 for access roads to new mill-
tary campy, to new defenne area
plants angd for mansuvering troops
over routes they would traverse at
tap speed (n the svent of hostili-
Hes," he continued, “Through our
study we want to locate thess vital
&spota in Oregon and the road han-
dleaps that affect them,"

Youdon'tneed |
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