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The Charnciers

The Characters, Noel Marchand, a beaus
gl youns esctrees.  Allan Collines, the
mkn ahe loves. David Norris, her flance.
Yeaterdaz: At the honpiiel Elaine walea
fn sl an Allan was pbout to tell Noel
enmething.

Chapter 24
An Awlul Tdiet

Noel's eves filled. “1 hale the
thought of leaving all this" she
olfered weakly,

Garald aeeepted her explanation
“But yoi'll have the resl thing, Noel
This 15 only muake-belleve!

Strangely enough, it wna Elgle
Grant who gnve Noel some sense
of comfort in the ensuing hectle
days,  Without realizing it, teo, she
advaneed David's cause with Noel,

On Impulse, Nool eculled Denise's
ahop and invited Elsie to haye din-
ner with her, Elsle wis a different
person than the dispivited young
woman wha hod Jolned the Christ-
mnps party in Clalborne, 8She wns
hlossoming—It was the new job
Bhe wns more smurtly dressed, too,

“Hepurity is m  wonderftl  thing
for & womnn, 't 147" Noel com-
menled ps they st 1o her Uving
room,

“T've you to thank for It all, I
dof't know how Tl ever repny
yvou." Elsle's eyves were ghinlg,

"You don't know what it 1y to be
Jobless—ty wonder where your next
week'y rent s coming from," Eilsie
conbinued,

“0Oh, don't 172" Noel was remem-
bering the lean seasons with no
calls from producers bolslering her
courage, Sha found herself telling
some of this o Hisle, of her own
unhappy perlod at the Weymouth
club, “Are wvou sl there?' sl
nsked Wade.

“Yes, T could nfford something
better now, but I'm afrald not to
gave every dollir I can, TN stay
on a while longer until T'm sure
my plice 5 permanent with Ma-
dam Denlse!

Noel ecould  understand  that
“Promiss me one thing, Else—U
you're ever in any difficulties, wil
you leb me know at ance? I'll hoave
more than 1 need for myself”

She was lhinking of David nnd
his weaith, “I'm manying David
Morrls In & fow weeks." There, she
had said 1t with finadity, “We'll
be awny for most of the summer
but 11 keep in touch with you
snmehow."

Blsje was treing to wish Nool
hnppiness with stumbling  words
Her fnce hud oo ostrange look as
though she weie remembering some
snarot.

YWorn youoever I love?' Noel
asked unexpectedly. She was sorey
the next moment when ahe saw El-
sie's renetion. “fhe thin youhg fg-
vre sermed to bebome tense 0o the
low chindr. Nodl lind o feellng Eisie
jented the guestion
5. sho fondly sdmittod.
wnan't pleasant,”

“Don't talk nhout 1L then' Neol
prolested,

“1 ke to—{t doesn't hurt any
more.” Hor volee belled the words
I way engaged to be married bick
home. A weok balore our wodding
he eloped with the rleliest gir] In
towh, That's why 1 came to Mew
York—to lorget. Pluaces don't make
mueh difference when you've been
hurt so bitterly.”

“'m sorry,” Noel felt her words
0 Inndequate.

“I'd never trist any man sgainl”
Elsie spoke cynically.

“That's not falr to yoursell,” Noel
siggested. "1 hope youll be mar-
red happlly some day.”

“If T do It will be for companion.
ship—and security” Elsle retorted
Sectirity, Noel' wns thinking—how
womon eling to the word. She did-
n't tell Elsle that's why she had
first promised David—out of fear
of the futire and what It might
hold for her.

But she thought about It contin.
unusly while she went to the thea.
tre,  Love only hringe mlsery—
thete wos her own experience. and
Elsie's

It was out of this retrospection
that she talked with David alter
thiv pesformances that night. He
bronght up the subject of the mar-

‘NEW YEAR’S LOVE

by Angela Lorden

too | |
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riage ceremony — where would they
bave it?2 Who would bo there?

Noel had & sense of closing ever'y
door behind her as she poassively
agreed with all his plans. David
had o frlend, a elergyman up in
Westchester, They'd drive up In
time to come back and bonrd the
Elana for its North Cape crulse.
I We Waited Awhile ... *

“Aren't you afrald lo marry me
Davld, knowing how I fecl, know-
g so much aboui me?" She In-
terrupled his eagerly reported ar-
rangoments,

“If you mean . Whatever he
was golng fo say he didn't utter.

Instead hel looked at her stead-
{ly, "I' know you tlink you don'l
love me now, dear. But I know, too,
that you'll keep your promises. I'll
teneh you to love me" he sald ns
though making o splemn pledge.

“Perhops if we waited a wiiie
oo on " There she was ngaln, naking
for more tme, Why?  What would
It 'bring her? She couldn't change
anything!

David seemed frightened, He pro-
tested nrdently, "No postponement,
not that, Nopll" Then, sympatheti-
cally, “You're tlred, upsels The
play's been o straln on you—and I
oenn understand your reluctance in
leaving the stage—that's been o
important to you'"

David was generous In strange
ways, Noel thought ns he promised
her, “If some time in the future,
you wunt to go bpck to your work,
If you feel you ean't do without It
1'll connent to that, too. And help
i 1 can™

"“Thal’s good of you, David"

{Ta be continued)
g
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3115—Lotie Jourtier. NTIO

130—="The Ouiding Lighi, NTC
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3:00—=0len Inisnd Cuslne Orch., NBG,
3.1a=0regonian  Newd
3:0—Oregonian  Matines,
4:00—Micards and His Viclin, MNRO,
418=Btars of Todiy. NRC

4 I0=Junt Coxreny, Bapranc, NDO,
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T:i6—Home Meat Curing Talk,
7:90—Hand Musle.

TA0=Waks Up and Bina. WBO.
Tidd=8am Haren
#i00—-Biars of Today, HBEO.
018—Againal the Blorm, NBO.
00— Arthur Godfrey,
Aidi—Biars of Today,

@0~ Words and Music. NBO,
0. 15=NB0.

bag—Voloe of Experience, NRO.
B:df—Modern  Menls

16: Plano Reclinl, NBO,

10{15—Detween Lhe Dookends, NBOY
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REX~—1180 Kilperoies

Wednesday

B:00--Musles) Clock.

100~ Wettern Agricoliure, NBG.
1:15--Finanelal Bervice, NBC
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ROAC—830 Rilacyelen
Tuerday
1:004=Mudle,
1ilA=Yarlely.
L 148e=Munlc
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1= Wamen 1n White, ONS
16:30—Right ta Hapoloess, OBS,
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1lds—Home of the Hreve,
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Room and Board . . .

. . . . . By Gene Ahern

_f‘ COME ALONG WITH f—”—f YES |- ME PAY YOU$10 éﬁ%
uS, PODNER/---THE ,;,/é DAY FOR WINDING SAY =--
CHIEF LIKES YOUR ~| BOX MUSIC TO MAKE ARE YOU
MUSIC, AND HE WANTS Z LITTLE FELLA DANCE! KIDDA
TO HIRE YOU AND THE \Z [ --ME NO LAUGH FOR ME ?;'-
MONK BY THE DAY TO | “ | 25 YEARS,--~-WHEN $10 /-

PLAY AND DANCE FOR LITTLE FELLA DANCE, IF DEES A
HIM [ ME MAKEUM BIG JOKE.T

SMILE AND LAUGH

Y T
fif -r_ﬁl h A/@“
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Little Orphan Annie

DNT BE MISTAKEN
THERE COULDNT BE
BUT ONE MR, AM-

By Gere Byrnes

A Bargain

i

HIM AT ALL!

—a
WHAT'S THE MATTER STOP CRYING AND THE
LIVTLE BOY? m * 1 it poes so! LADY WILL GIVE YOU A AWRIGHT, BUT YOU'RE
~~ HES AN'OLE BOO-HOO, | NEARLY PENNY ALL FOR YOURSELF. GETTIN 1T CHEAP
{  CRYDMBYS HES GOT KILLED = BECAUSE 1 CﬂlEb'
CRYIN' JUS' CAUSE NEARLY ! MORE'N A NICKEL'S
HE FELL DOWN'
IT DONT HURT

The

OH; COME oM, Bl
MOOBE-MY WIFE
WiLi. BE DELIGHTED

TO MEET You~
THE MAN WHO |
SAVED MY LIFE,

Tempintion

LADIEST
THEY ARENT MUCH
MORE DANGEROUS
T BEAR OF
A YOU HAVE
TO DG IS KEEP You

NE 'FRAD FROMm
STRAMGE

PEOPLES CALLED
LADIES —

o n pu e l
A i I v Oieie T

Fallspin Tommy

Tommy's Sucrifice!

WRECK /.. WE'LL

THERE'S ANOTHER )
SURYIVOR FROM THE

HAVE

.«HE KNOWS TOD
MUCH OF THE PLAN
OF THE HICH
COMMAND /

THE DOGS |NTEMD TO
F THEY

ONE IN THE LIFE-BOAT ...t
1...1LL HAVE

Mutl and Jeff

MUTT, DID
You LEAVE
YOUR CAR
DOWNSTAIRS
AT THE
T curs?

$

L&
=

===
SIT A (15 T GoT GHE / WELL, SOME
RED CAR BUSTED TAIL LIGHT | YES, GUY 18 JUST
WITH BLACK AND A DENT A WHY? DRIVING
iM THE LEFT




