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mEmORl] OF THE moon

TEATERDAY . Tualsting that the ranch
1o an much theirs an hers the Cabrilios
srieeed =ikl (helr  wXITRYAERDT | pians,
The lest straw for Constanee (b Doitia's
femand for the horses Pancha,

Chapter 28
Your OF The Ranch

Conslance hend n vibrant neigh,
Fhe looked across the grove. Fan-
dho, riderless, wns Inughing. And
coming Into the stable yard way
Pedio, lending Midnight. And on
Midtight was the bedrnggled tgure
of Donne; Doenna, mud-caked, halr
hangliig in wet straggles, s pitiful
Hgure of woe,

Constancd rin te her anxlously.
Her MNitle alster, thrown, while
trying to deprive fer of the mount
shin wanted.

Tenderly Constance heiped Donnp
from Midnighl. Donna didn't look
at lier, she was looking at Pedro:
and Pedro, Constince knew  from
menths of nesociation was shaking
with lnughter.

ng just then” Donnn was mur-
ng in duleet tones

“Intimating b wasn't & date?®
naked Pedrp, with a alde glance
for Consiance. “NMNext thine, lat me
know when you want to ride and
Il find n horse that Ln't & ones
woman mount."

Constancs caught one glance of
her old, dear Padmy In the look
he gave her, then he swung onto
Midniglit's snddle and rode out,

And Donna turned on her, “You
pit him up to that. You have Lraln-
ed him ta throw ansone else.” she
shrilled,

Constance looked up at the wil-
‘ows, A great cloud had rolled from
her splelt, 8She wanted to Inugh.
to throw her arms wide at the sud-
den feeling of relinl It meant there
was still a fighting chance to aave
vervihing dear to her,

“But I'm going to ride that horse”

Donna went on, her volee shaking

with anger, "IN have Don break

im for me: and when Don gots
'“imm;,h with him, he'li be broken,”

Mincing, swiling hid tall and
mune, Papcho camna  noross  the
grove Lo Constance, like n ehild
ponfident of having performed a

cule trick whish would be duly
rowarded.

'Bonna”  Congtance faced  her
sater, “¥ou sald this morning thnt

1 Aldn't own Pancho any more than
any ‘of the rest of you, T do. 1've
hought and paid for him and here
Is the rocept. Mow keep off."

Donnp  looked at  (Constance
then looked at John, “Nice engage-
ment present,” ahe observed, and
ran awny, her bool heels tapping
the patio fleor
So Invelved

Opnstance dug In  her  sweater
pockel for  lump ol =igar, patied
Pancho’s nose and turned him over
to the slableboy, then stepped Ins
stde the patlo with John

"What she needs' stated John,
“ls to be firted over  someone’
knee and treated with sole of &)
alipper.”

"Whode knee and whnl slipper?’

Tiked  Constinen wenrily, “Mother |
won't; theres no one else but me

and, after sl 1'm only bwo Years
olider than she . and Don, 1
But sl was 8o Inyolved in thelr

alfatrs, She wondered 1f that was ¥

whnt Peler Taylor hnd meant, that
whe conldn’t sicooed with the dead
weight of the Cabrillos about her
shoulders, and that the purchase
of Pantho was the [irst lhdication
she hnd shown of cutting hersel!
off from this weight and traveling
on her own.

Sher would talk to John Imme-
dintely, 8he would not tell him of
Pedro, The wound Pedro’s distrust
had Jeft was too deep; I wan A
dull athithg pain Her hope eould
not surmoumnt. Enough to tell John
he must not count on her WMTY-
ing him at any time

But Nadine Cabrille was in the
patio. John, Juligno. Juanita and
Dolores were called into  serviee
They would take tunch there and
surely Constance would change.

‘Mother," stated Constance flrm-
t’ “1 work here 1 hnven't time

by Jeanne Bowman

"'m oawfully glad you happened |- - ¢

If 1 offend you, then I'll take my

menls  elewhere. Now please ex-
suse me,"”
She ordered s trav sent to her

office, then burrowed into the re-
porta which had come In  that
morning She didnt dare get be-
Iind, Saturday the rallrond would
be optn; the dalry est put into op-
erution, nnd Pedersen would return
from the south with the last of
the herds; great eattle cars of herds
to tile Into the walting barns, By
Monday (he ranch would be run-
ning full hlast.

Again Constance bent her head
over [lgures, They wore hearten-
Ing. Il the new herds produced
with a respectlve smount of milk
and cream, El Cabrillo would puil
through In time

Plgures, she thought, were de-
pendable. Flgures and cows  and
land. It was the human element
you eouldn't confine In columns
and I sou did, it seemed that
they Blipped Into the debt aide.

Her work completed,  Constance
lghted n clearet and tipped back in
her chair, If only there were some
way to buy the ranch as she had
bought Pancho. She'd be willing,
eager (o glye the Cabrillos  thelr
ghare of the Income . .
ahe eould run the place without In-
Lerferenice from them

1r there were only MOME Wy

There wasn't, She was handicap-
ped. But Michael Mahoney had
fought through with more handi-
caps than ahe hnd

“Through for the duv, Conehitn?'

John stood at the door. Con-
stance looked nt him In wonder.
He was In tiding breeches and
boots: a dull blue polo shirt In-
tensitied the blue of his eyes,

*Through uniil' the evening re-
ports,” she answered "1 let them
go Inst night and that L't wise"

“Then .., then you'll go riding
with me? 1'd like to see the ranch.”

Her first thought was otie of re-
Het, They ‘eould talk while they
were riding. 8he éould tell John
what she'd been wanting to tell
Him. Her next thought was ane of
consternation. Jolin was riding
again.

He bnd come In was standing
before her desk looking down at
her with an expression totsily for-
elgn to him, hesitant. sppealing.

Defented and sympathetic, ahe
nodted. 8ho wouldnt be able to
talk freely this trip John who had
loved horkes and who hadn't been
near one sinee be'd put the deaths
denling shot Into the favorite which
had killed his father, was about to
brenk his vow . . for her

“I'll' change.”
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LOOK, JUDGE -+ YOU'RE —%'

PRETTY GOOD AT SPOONING
OUT THE MARMALADE, SO
HOW ABOUT BUILDING ME LIP
WITH MIS5 MEEKER THE
NEXT TIME YOL SEE HER ¢---
-YOU KNOW, THE FAMILY
BACKGROUND STUFF,--= OUR
NOBLE ANCESTORS AND

k THAT COAT-QOF -ARMS

HOKE !

WHY, CERTAINLY [--
T'LL TELL HER
THAT THE NOBLE
NAME OF PUFFLE
CAN BE TRACED
BACK ON THE HIGH
ROAD OF VALOR
AND ACHIEVEMENT
TO KING—==:_

! UM-AH--- WHAT
IS THE MEANING

ON THE
PAST=

INSTEAD .'.r—'—w
POINTING OUT
THE OWLS IN
YOUR FAMILY
TREE TO HER,
YOU CAN
MAKE A HIT
WITH AN
ALARM CLOCK,
LUNCH-BOX
AND A PAIR
OF OVERALLS!

Little Orphan Annie
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Reg’lar Fellers

" THATS A PEACH
OF A WOCKEY STICK
PUBT MY STICK ONEY
HAS SHELT \ROM ol
e BoTTam BuT
YOURS HAS \TALL
THE WaY Down
THL HANDLE

2

| BORROWED T
FROM MY LiC
BRoTHER PIHEAD

1 DM WHowW
PIHHEAD DuileDd
A Hockey sTick!

The Gumps

HE DION =1is o= / - ¥
EITHER BUT - \ . e
HELL fiHp LORICMIRAL A e =
HPPPENED TD MY “f. A e
SLep! —3 L ;

A

<yl
- I':lh The (% eupe Triume

'Mﬂ”«

WL

By Hal Forrest

The Baron
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Mutt and Jefl

By ‘Bud Fisher
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S KIS

YOU'RE THE FIRST
FELLOW WHO EVER
SED ME!




