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s By VIRGINIA HANSON

Testerday: Kay, Julls and GCerald
g2 back for another awim. While they
are in the water they sas somecns on
the barge. Later Ivan i found ther,
dead,

Chapter 17
farly Wedding

“In case he got turned around
and started walking the wrong way,"
Adam remarked.

But except for the purring of
the motor and the chirring of cof-
cadas In tha thick undergrowth be-
side the rond, thers was no sound

“Perhaps we'd beller go back o
the barge,” Gerald muggested.

“Maybe he had a date there! 1
sald, fired with the ldes, “That
would explain why he kept quist
end ntayed awny from us” And
than 1 remembered about Miml's
ear and could huye bitten my tongue
out,

"By Jove—the person who came
to the barge!" agreed Gernld en-
thusiastically, and told Adam sbout
it

“But whoever It was, he didn't
ntay long" 1 ndded, streming the
pronoun. Julia was not saylng any-
thing.

"Maybe they went away togeth-
er,' Adam suggested

“1 dom't think so" said Gerald
Nelther did 1, but we could give
no resson except the obvious one
that thers wers no volces,

And po we went back, after all,
to the barge, Adam lghting our
way with his flashlight and, single
flle, elimbed the erude ladder and
wilked the narrow deck. And In
the black, deep hold the light of
the flash found, not the mirrored
moon; but the muplne form of the
one who had been Ivan, with =
soum  of black water meross his
face,

According to the fletlon I read
the French have an infallible meth-
od of solving a crime. They fol-
low. the essentin]l clue. It sounds
very almple. The only part I ean't
tnderstand s how they can dhs-
Hnguizh; In the confuxlon of clues
that nttend murder, the essential
from tho nonessential, Once that
important distinetion ! mnade 1t

Jeff lsn't that sort™

I remembered that conversation
later, when the guestion of Inheri-
tance i grave i tance.
Is it easy to look back now and
see thet Bandra and Ivan between
them praotically signed hiz dealh
warrant that night. It is less easy
to nee why Sandra was not warned
by Ivan's death. Which bring up
Bandra and her stupldity, that was
nokt so much stupldily as a mixture
of credulity and concelt. I belleve
her successes had convinced her that
she waa Infallible, On top of that
she was without discrimination. s
her weakness for Ivan ahows, antd
the belleved In miracies,

This loxt is the most Important
alngle fact to remember—the essen~
al clue not only to her character
but to the terrifying events which
followed the death of Tvan.
Bandra's bellef in miracles.

Bhe came to my -rooms the nexi
morning bpfore I was awake. Julln
had not atayed with me after all
Ivan had not needed her room, . .
I put on a housecont and opened
the door to Bandra, trying not to
show my surprise; trylog, top, to
keep my head from [floating loose
from my shoulders; it scemed Inse-
curely. moored.

A surreptitious glance at my watch
told mo i wns not as early an T
thought, T had overslept breakfnst
1 gearched for and found clgarettes
which she refused, Uit one mysell
that did not taste pood, and trisd to
get her to slt down, But she would
only stand leaning back against the
door, looking at me and twisting her
hands in s gesture berrowed from
the stage but expressive for once, 1
hought, of

Poerhaps If I had been more fully
awake, or if my head had not feit
so light and explosive, I might have
pressed her for some of the answers;
might have caught her off guard
staggered by this calamity which
must, for u tima at least, have shak-
en her bellef in her patron saint or
her rabbit's foot or whatever she
did belleve in. Perhaps I missed my
chance to avert more tragedy. But 1
do not seriously think so, Bhe would
never have confided in me. 8he wah
too stupld to be frightened of what
she was planning to do; mnd she
must have thought, after Ivan's
death; that fate owed her a break

Bhe sald, suddenly, “T had to get
out of et housa, They—they made
fun of him. They're glad. They
thought he wasn't good h—"
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e 13, Ding Pewrares B, fae_ Woril righas s

Mar.

Little Orphan Annie

By Harolil Gray

Her volen wns getling shrill Bhe
choked, said more quietly, “T want
to talk to Jelf without thelr know-
ing. Bhe's In love with him you
know. But it's me he wants to mar-
2

Thers was enough satlstied mal-
fee In that to allenate the sympathy
1 waa beglnning to feel for her.
Shock of Disma¥

“But If you're not In love with Jeff
yourself," I began rather brusguely.
Bhe opened her small dark eyes
and staved at me as U 1 were mad,

“Not in'love with Jeff?" she re-
peated incredulousty. “Why. how can
you say such & thing? It's just be-
eause I'm sao fond of him—that’s why
I've decided—why I alipped awny
this morning. Look—do you mind If
1 talk to him here? You can send
an orderly for him."

“But he'll ba at duty—oh, this is
Sunday, lan't 1t? My head's not on
Light.”

I looked her over, aaw that she was
ance more miraculously ecomposed,
and suggested that sne find the or-
derly herself.

“I'll dress and get out as soon as
her, “I'm going

Her eyes, llen with ping
recalled to me that Incredible mo-
ment on the barge when 1 had seen
her clinglng to Ivan. Could she
have loved thal motintebank? Ap-
parently she had. Then why, in the
name of all the saints, had she
promised to marry Jeff?

"1 pr
to the !".E:::tJ for breakfast,”

“Don't leave on my sccount. There
is nothing private about what I have
to any to Jeff—I just don't want to
be Interfered with, I want to handle
my own affaira”

To Ba Continued

seermns to ma that the purzle ls a5
woodd as polved.

For Instance, it I8 ensy to look
back now and wee that Bandra
snd Ivan between them practieally
signed his death warrant that night.

But how could anyone mnot gifted|,q

with second sight have deduced that
fram the events which took place?
Even Sandra, ab that time, must
have had no susplelon that she wis
pliying with dynimite, It 18 leas
ensy to see why ahe wan not warm-
ed by Ivan's death. But there was
hier obsession and her essential stu-
nldity.

Blupldity may be too strong a
word. Bhe wis clevar about get-
ting what she wanted, about win-
ning people.  An she reemed to
have won Colonel Pennant snd
Mimi; as she must hove won Jeff's
mother and father. Julln had told
me with some bitterness, only a few
days before, that Colonel Tack had
mude Sandra beheflclary of his ten-
it d-dollar life | pol-
foy

“That's about nll most army of-
flcers leave," ahe expinlned. “He
owned besldes m house In Mom-
phis, heavily mortgaged, and Lhe
farm In the Ozarks. He left those
to Jelf, who can't find anyone who
wanis to buy elther one, And Ban-
dra didn’t need the money—she
had ten thousand from her own
father that she gol control of when
ehe was eighteen. Oh, I know she
couldn't live In luxury on the in-
come fo ten thousand, but it would
have kepk hor until she gob & Job or
n husband."

“Good husbands come high” 1
told her. “Twenty gets you better
than ten.”

I was gorry the Instant I sald \b
tut 1 needn't have been. for she
seemed a little comforted,

“I'd rather think he's marrying
her for her money.” she confessed
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By Gene Byrnes

HY POP BROUGHT ME

THIS BlG BAG OF MARBLES

LAS" NIGHT ! LET'S GET BEANO %

GOLDEN TO SIT DOWN AN’ KETCH B

EM FOR US WHILE WE PRACTICE
SHOOTH' EM!

HOME

I DON'T ‘THINK BEANO FEELS
VERY MUCH: LIKE SITTIN' DOWN
ON ACCOUNT OF AN EXPERIMENT
HE MADE/

Kitchy-Kitchy

HE TRIED TO FIND OUT
¥ HIS FATHER WAS
TICKLISH WHILE HE WAS

SHAVIN' ! S

BUT, How w\a&nﬁo
%‘“"m A SLEIHT OF HAND
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To MY
PRIVATE VAULT
J;Nb BRING ME

Tommy Treads on Dangerous Ground!

;i PERHAPS HI3 ATTEIMPT TO KIL
Pl S I PE..MUST HAVE GVER-ENERTED
KHYBAKAMN .., 1. .0 HIS HEARIL.IT IS VERY
A MOMENT,.1 SHALL! TOMKINS

BE DEAD...LISTEN..|

““; i A THE : r
Y OF L)
1150 WATCH YOUR BTLP7

L CANT SLEEP! 1
ALWAYS FREL 5'TRANGE
THE FIRST MIGHT
SLEEPING |M A NEW

CALL THE POLICE! |
1 60T A THIEF




