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Little Orphan Annie By Haruld Gray

playing. T think hen hiding from
something or someone. Well, mur-
dor usunlly outal’

Jan thooght of Derek’s words:
“Wombn and their hateful, probing
ourloslty 1™ She answered nothing,
“Burrow Someihing” amock nnd stood before Lhe older| however, and went on o her own

over, her dinner companions | women In the plaln cheap under- [ room,
et In diumpening some of hor| things whieh had been laundered Before going downstairs (o Joln
fiory exciiement;,  Normn, so meek | ¢ mended past 6l color and fit. [ Derek she stepped In to sea Lance
and mild, pleked ol hor food like n H, you've & perfectly propoe- | He had turned off all the lghts ex-
dispirited miotise, while Lance fairly Mloned body.” Rose commiented with | fopt o dim night lamp and the room
bolted hin food, dotermined, Jan|stive, Impersonal judgment, “How|Was cloudy with clgarette smoke
thoiht, to peb nway from Normiy ] on earth do you keep so brimo® The leaped nshirays ntlested to his
nnil biek to (he posaibiiiny of sealng | JTon fughed, embarrassed by thil| Incessant neryous smoking.
Ttooe ns soon as Gt was himoenly | ik sefillny,  “"Running up and| “You need some alr in here” she
pesible, Bhe altgmplod o epcey | down stidrs o hundred thines w day, | seld snd opened two of the windows
an {nble convoersation, Darele helps|T g nho sald hurrying into the | for & minute,
g, Bt no ane eoild possibly earry |thecked sult, Rose provided & white|  He demanded sharply, "Where's
ot eonvorintion with  two people | eritpe blouse with 'n {allored bow at | Rose? I haven't seen her nll doy™
wha belmved as I ey were both | the high neckline, pulled the coat| “She went te the Club for din=
denr snd. domh down, buttoned b and turned Jan | Doer’”

Norma did nol go inle Latee's| around for inxpeation, 1 heard ¥ou inlking to hor a
room any more. Sho sat in the| “I—I guess It won't do” Jan fal- | minute ago In the hall” .
Wving oo or up i Her bedroom | lered, disappointed, for the sult| “I know. (She was just lenving.” 50 THATE & SHEEP
with Tier knitting. her sshool pa-|mnay have beon small for Rose, but| The tip of his cigarptte hurned DOG # THATD Ju3 THE

e ey G . . ot KiND OF A I WAS

pots, and her heartbreak.  No mat- (1L vas large for her. with . red flerceness,  “Well, ahe LOOKIN' F’CR%WLD 1
tiot 'of movids was moade. No mon- | Man of Mystery could have stopped In m minute, i
tion of Rose unless Lanee did the| The milt Rose wanted to lend her|Olose those windows, will you? I'm
| Latico even permitbel | wis too lurge for Jan, cold, I'm n fool” he wont on with

e
Reg'lar Fellers By Gene B}'mus

HEY, JINMIE / DONTOHA
FEED 'iM BECAUSE HE
JUST HAD WIS DINNER #

to earty him upstaicd on| “A counle of safely pina will fix | derlsive: pitternesss. “Why should 1

k
nlghts when Prank wos laie 14" Rore decktled, expertly adjusting [ oxpeet her to be Intérested (o p
"lll‘ll"l. they nll knew, Lo see Hous | the skirt aid pinning 1he walstband | Helpless eripple? Why shoulin'l she

alone,

"I holp o with the dighes
Derek offered afler inking Lance
npstairs;  "I'm bursting with o sur-
prise, young Merriner, and T'm not
goond ot keeping scecrotal™

“Teil me qulck, then. T don't
want you bursting In omy. glean
reapectable  kitehen.”

"Not untll' the dishes are done”
he stipiinted.

"Bothor tho disbes!™ she aooffed
“tell mie now, and AF s good
enough, the dishes dan swalt Gl
morning.”

“You and 1* he des
tentoukly, "are going on n
night. MNow n minute, Tet me
finlsh, 1'v redd flx dollams to blow
on the roller eonstor, the (un bous
the stralosphere ship, the fixing
clretus—on everything Ineliwl)
fdogs nnd six dances lor o gquarter
Now get Into sour best [inpplies
wonch, Ang awny wo gol” ¢

Her eyes -sporkled. Bring o
your golden eharinl, Prince Charm-
Ing. ind 11 be ready Lot Le ball in
a Jiyl" 8he skipped for the

amgly.  “There, now, @t all right,
What mbout shois?® 1 know you
couldn't wear mine!”
| :r of while pumps left
| ow L snmer” Jan tirned
| o, go. her simodk me‘r her arm, the
bilue hat In her hand. “Will you go
Vi o aee Linee before sou leave?

Rose frowmed, fumbled  in hor
Ling. Breilllant-set bag for a elgor-
elte, put It botween her lips and 1t
It hefore noswering, T thought
I bettor nok 1o go,” she answered
“1 seem to upsob hinu  Johnny wiil
bave Mt If T'm any Iater.”

nn wenkt on odt, saring, *Thanks
1w loan of the clothes, I be
ul of them.”
' bBe* Rode admonished,
 the door, “IE T didn't live
sere with you I wouldn't be able to
wfford the sori of clothes I need.
Hive rm‘ tonight with your man of

\:Iull of myatory?”

Rose nmiled slowly, wisely, “"Well,
fan't He?  Young, handsome, sophis-
tiomtedl, abyiously educafed and far
loo experfoniced for the role he s

dine and daoee nnd swim and ridet
Do all the ihings I ean't do! Why
couldnt T have mel hor when 1
was whole? When 1 flaw—made
money—wns something, somebody
1'd do beiter to have these petrified
legs of mine cut off, at least then
I could hobble sbout on stumpe!
Why can't ibhey glve me artificinl
legs? T could use crulches then.
What fn hell (= the use of dragging

two dend legs aruond? Jan, you've

gol to do something for me. 1 enn't
mo on this wny—burled allve in this
roam—slowly golng mnad, and may-
be nokb kb siowly!™

“All the eorller anblclpation of
fun fled from Jan, all the pleasure
of wenaring something new, of being
with Derek. Her throat became
thick with grief. Crossing the room
sho  alipped an  arm  around
her brothar's thin shoulders, He
shrugged nway from her louch. “1
don't wanf pity and sympathy!” he
rasped, T want to walki"

“The surgeons sald—" she began
helplessly, *

To be eantinued.

staire, o happy thal she bubbled
over e sang with

Rose enlled] o her an ahe. soed
thiough the upper hiall Jan
turned  back  reluctantly
herself to' be clvil to this woma
who 'wos cousing her a0 much con-
cern, Yot Rosp had ehorm and n
forthright. smile which continunlly
dlanrmed hor, mode hey wanl to

believe that Rose was not malielois | |

nor eryel, hut enly selllsh oand
thounhtiess,
“Why (e raplurois  gleam  In

* your eyes, Jon?" she meked, and 1
1

amiiod.

"Anticipating sn o evening of fun

on'the pler, 1 wish T hind something |

new and Intriguiog to wear”
“Diegak

|
dan nodded. “Then,” Rosmo of-

fered, “borrow something of inine
I've Joads of sport thinge"

"Qhy ne, I ocouldn’t do Lhe
make out il right,
thgngh

“Nonsense, child! - Come in nnd
ek out something ' She toak holy
of the younger glel's arm and urged
her Into the room Searching
through the deep elotlies  elost
ernmmed full with clolhes and wrapa
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