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‘Keep It Quiet’

1t hiad not occurred to Zeb, e It
had to Asey, that the blnsting sound
of the last plece of flreworka had
preceded the flaih of lights by a
good len scoonds, Tt had sounded
like m gun becatise it Was & gun, be-
hind them somewhere in Hell Hol-
ww., And in that Interval between
the gun shot and the real sound of
1he fieworks cxplosion, Asey's keen
ear had ¢nught something that
sotnded like the cry of a loon
Man in the Tron Mask

June Warren opened the door to
Asoy's sty knook, but he noticed
tliat she didn't alip off the gunrd
chunln until she saw who wis outside
o the step,

Mr. Mayo!" she sald, “Why, come
i Look, 1'd no Idea this afternoon
that vob were the Mayo, the Great
Asny) Sira didn’t tell me. Bub Mary
sald 1t must be, She was guile ©x-
¢lted. She wanted to see you mbout
something, and if she hadn't been
=0 dead tried, she'd have driven over
to Sara’s, Co into the llving room
sn sit down—oh, turn that radlo off,
w1l you, Zeb? The static is simply
teprifie. 1've been trying fo get a
Lodon concert on the short wave
11 see {f Mary won't get up IUs
timp for her hot milk, Anyway, and
she might as well have it in bere—"
“Tender way (o greet your suitor.”
Teb grumnbled as Jane went out of
the room. “So tender and touching.
“Lurn off the cadlo, punk, the siat-
« lousy.” We might almost be mar-
vied, Asey, whnt eats you? Why
ks Man in the Iron Mask attitude?
wanted to come here, didn’t
You virtually forced me—ol,
L lown and stop belng grim and
tight-lipped] You make me—Jane!

She wavered on the threshold,
ddinging to the door knob for sup-
port. Her face was ghastly under ita
tan.
Look nfter her," Ascy sald. “She's
going to faint, Grab her while 1 see
b
Vit do I do?” Zeb asked help-
e S50y

'Grab  hers ‘fore she Lopples,
chump! Put her on the couch.”

He burried into the lighted bed-
room on the other side of the front
hall, stopped shorl, and swallowed,

For ten minutes he stood there,
Then, locking the door behind him,
he returned to Zeb and Jane

“She's dead"” Zeb sald. “She—
Asty, she won't come tol"

From under the girls shoulders
Amy removed three sofa plllows and
ihrust them under her knees. Then
he swung her head over the side of
the eouch,

“What're you doing?™ Zeb said.
“Hrr head—"
¥ The iden® Asey Informed him,
"It for the blood to run that way
Find some whiskey, or apirits of
Amonia—tind sotmethin', can't you?
Haven't you ever seen anyone falnt
before? What you modern bdya do
misa, Probly wouldn't know aven
how to cut a stay string—"

"Awey, what's happened? What's
the matter with Mary Randall? I'm
Eoing o see—"

.t"-‘?aa you're mot!™ Asey grabbed
him,
"that's been killed by deer ball ain't
" nice sight to think of, let alone
see. If you met this way over & faint,
you'd probably faini, too’

“Someones ahot Mary?

Whor*

How?

“8lie was sittin’ in a chaise :ounal

Ly the window™ Asey said, “Ap-
parently she leaned forward past
e window, As she did. someone
Outdoors let go with both barreis
of & sheigun. Deer ball, Marble
uin¢. Now, tend to that girL* He
picked up the telephone. ~Oh, she's
comin’ to? Well, get water. [s this
private line?”
| Billlngngate 327" Zed mid vague-
"1 guess wo.*

“Someone,” he sald firmly, |

jun to the Hollow. She's fallen, and
knocked herself out., That's right,

|Fine. Have him call me right
back.”

Zeb stared at him  “What s
this?T

“Cummings’ wife,” Asey sald, “is
stuck on the ferrls wheel up town
That s, the ferrls wheel's stuck,
an' she's too high to get down
18he’s havin' hysterics, an' the doc's
havin' & different variety on solid
land, Nelllell get him.”

He strolled out Into the kitchen
and brought back an electric per-
|colator.

“Plug th': in, Zeb™ he sald
“When 1t seems done, feed Jane
some. Oksy, youngster? Lay there,
ap’ don't think. You—ah, there's
the doe"

He diin't bother with the for-
milities of saying hello, and sk~
Ing who It wan.

“Listen, Mary Randall's been kill-
ed, Shotgun. Deer ball. Through
the window. Keep it quiet. Get
that siate cop, Lane, and Westom
and come over, Your wifs?" Asey
chuckled. “She’ll keep. Husle.™

He was silll chuckling at the
thaught of the portly Mrs. Cum-
mings aloft on the fervls wheel
when he tumed around to the
white-faced couple by the couch.

“Agey,” Zeb mald, “you knew,
back there on the road. that It was
a gun? That exploaion?™

"1 wondered™ Asey sald. "Peel
better, Jane? Look, you was here
in the house. Didnt you hear the
ihots?  Yon must have.”

She shook ber head. “1 had the
radio golng. Not verv loud, but it
was on the table right by my ear

She—"

“Her hisband's dead. her people
are maostly in England, and the
few over here live on the west
const. S8he has a daughier, Hloi=.
She went up town for the goings
on. with Mr. Prettyman.™

Asey Talsed his eyebrows “Mis-
ter Who?"

“Prettyman™ Zeb sald.
Prettyman. He's In the Insurance
business. Old Prettyman at the
point's son. He's fifty-odd. Look,
have you met Elolse, Asey?” He
caught Jane's eye. “Oh, well. Well,
she's all the near relations Mary
bad. anyway.”

“All and only.” Jame sd, “1—
Asey, 1 appreclate the way you're
beatlng ambout the bush, but let's
have the worst. What Is i£?™
‘Shotgun In the Shed’

“Without meanin' the least dis-
respect to Mrs. Randall” Asey tald
her, “the worstll be to blow this
Old Home Week sky high, an' to put
the town in debl so moch #1 never
recover. This sort of thing acls
two ways. Some [ew lolks'll come
to gape. But the majority 1 leave
as fast as thelr cars’ll start, par-
tleularly when they learn how this

look at the thickness of their walls,
an' consgider how many tmes they
pass by a lighted window, an’
promptly exil. Until we get to the
bottom of this, the headlines’ll be
‘Madinan Loose' or ‘Manisc At
Large! You,an' Miss Randall, you'll
et headiines, too”
Continwed tomorrow,
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