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THE ARMY POST MURDERS
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Chapter 24

Not To Be Shaken
That la o
Wheeler's,” she
strangled voiee

concern.  of M |
sld In A queer,
“Nor of you or
antone else.” Bhe grew calmer. “The
matter was  purely  persotal—be-
twpen Anne and me. It could have
no possible bearing on her death”

Wild horses eould not have drag-
ged more out of her, and Adam was
tod intelligent to try, He asked her
to sond Annie In to him and stood
there watching her eroas the dance
floor in the rumpled pink organdy
shephardess dreas that was now so
miuch mote than Incongruous,

“And what do you know about
that?" he murmured nside (o me,
He was nervous, mlert, quivering
with esgermess ilke a bird dog at
point

“Four guess s ax good ns mine,"
1 toid him with something like dis-
may. Surely, surely Ellmbeth wis
not mixed up in this. How ghastly
for. Adam 11 he were compelled to
roport to Colunel Wrighs that hiz

By Virginia Hansun

lin seeing h

dntghter wias the prize suspect! I
Par the chaln of evidénce was|

1

growing strongoer, link hy lnk, Mo-|
tive, opportunity, the weapan o
alibl for the shooting, and only a
elrcumatantial one for the stabbing
Annie eame In warlly, Jike a cal
Her

1ta m strange kitchen eyes
rested inscrutably on me, swerved
te Adam with no c¢hange of ex-

pressfon.

Hin manner to her would have
sirved as well for the colonel's lady
8he perched distrustiully en  the
edge of the chair he held for her
and folded knotty hands tight to-
gother in her lap, Her lips were
folded; too, and her faded blue ey
were shrouded In determined reti-
eenee

1t took & bit of wheedling to get
her to unfold those lips, and even
when she did It was my impression
that she hud eame prepared 1o sy
just a0 much and no more, In fact
said It zevernl times, in warying
rma, but the gist of the matter
was thal Ellzabeth had been with
her af the colonél's guarters from
quarter of eleven wntll a quarier
past, And ahe was not to be ahaken
in that stand,

“But Elizabeth did not mention
you” Adam protested good - inor-

. *In fact she delinitely stated
that she saw no one while ahe Was

At home.”
“She wouldi't be thinkin' of me

The poor dear thought you meant| ¢

i..

folks—company.”

“And she didnT go back to tell
you about Anne. How do you ac-
eount for that?™

1 opened my lipa to say that she
might have, it I thought better aof
it. And Annle did not econtradict
him

“SBhe wia that exclted shie
i she mid eoolly.

“‘How dld you find out about it
by the way?"

Annie blinked.

forgot

“It was that M

Nelson—the big fellow. He drove up|

and come in hollering for Elzabeth
#0 1 come down to see what
wanted. He told me about—ler”

A brief s twisted the wrin.
kied face, the hands in her lap
twitched. "He sld he was on his

way to the hospiial, po 1 went up| !

1 followed ™
n,

and put on me hinck &

“You were In bed, ti
came?

"“Where else? At that hour?

Bhe snlffed loud
mind him that she { her work o)
do and couldnt go sky-hooung
around at all hours of the night—
and now look at her!

1 could almost hear the words
ehusing themselves around in
mind, but she was silent, in de
Lz elther to Adami "k or
the gravity of the al

Adam Jeaned [orw

his voice. It's miher app

2
when hrl P

to so¢ & man turn on hia charm ns
easily ax he would the {fmnition
flels of his ¢ar. 1 had watched
do It all ing, but It oc-
gurred to me that 1 hnad not no-
ticed when he directed it at me. Or
had he?
1 took A

o mean satisfaction
1 Inf] this onoe, at
Irmse, For it definltely did not work
on Annle, There wita a sllghitly ri-
bnld gleam in her hooded oyes that
vanished quickly as he stated his
business—the same business he had
Been trying to forward ull evening.
but with no success i
A Woman Screams

Adam continued to question An-
nle

Anne Carewe had looked to him
ke n girl in trouble. As a good
friend of Anne's mother — ng al-

most a relative — did she koow
why?

Rage shook the tle body sud-
denly. Venoin gleamed in the muor-

ky vyes. Prylng, and into the sec-
rota of the dead, wus he? He could
be better employved, And ns for ask-
ing her, he might na well ask the
wan in the moon, 8She'd be Nkely
to hear of 1, noew wouldn't she?
She—the colonel’s mald of all work.

Adam bogyed her pardon most
humbly. Hia chagrin was a0 touch-
ing that she cnlmed n lttle. But

#f there had been anyihing else he
wanted to ask her the outburst
driven It from his mind

Bhe ook her own departure. not
to be dismlissed

T

had

walt

Bhie rose
ahe
the

you™

be leaving

nn d the sction to

! T wWas a pathetic
dignity o the little figure in ia
musty black as she disappeared from

the room

Adam rather avolded my eve and
his manner did not encouruge coms-
ment, T watched bim pace the
floor n eouple of turns, then swing
rather abrubtly to the telephone
He Inquired first about his eall to

the Omaha bank prosident, then| Flisabeth sald, “Let me see” soft-
neked for the hospltal Iy behind me.

“Better” he told me alter he (Continued tomorrow)
eEeeeER e TR EEFTEEIEELs |

had hung up. St hopeful. T fee!

1ike a heel not to tell some of thiene
people. But how ecan you know who |
you're talking o1 He slghed. “I'm |
nfrald the banker s out — for llwl
week-ond.”

He lifted the recelver again, an-|
nounced that he would be at the|
Officers’ club until further notice
and hung up.

“And now for Charlie.”

There was & rather determined
grin on his face, like a comedian
with the toochache, The grin froze
there suddenly, exposing all  his
teeth as though In some horrid
musenlhr spasm. It was as much
the alght of his ns the sound of
Lou Orpington’s sereaming that sent
Ittle ley rivalets flowing down my
back and along my arms to the tips
ol my fingera.

Adam was suddenly gone, bound-
ing away miles ahead of me, I ran,
ealling shamelessly after him to
wait, but of course he didn't henr‘
me. \

She couldn't be badly hurt. 1 de- |
clded dispassionately, for only 11
woll woman could go on u::reumnxl
ke that

They were in the kitchen — Lou,
Barney, the Shaws, Mra, Flower
The room seemed to be full of
them, I dashed In pell mell, aware
that Annie and Ellzabeth were com-
ing behind me. And then I halt-
ed, arrested by thelr complete still-
ness, thelr sllence. They were just
looking nt something on the floor,
something pale and aticky, drench-
ed In n mesay, opatue fluld that was
forming a puddle nround it

“It was in the freezer — In the
ire cream,” Lou was explaining in
a high-pitehed, hysterical volee. T
wos going to taxte It — I almost
did — then 1 felt something with
the Iadle and fished it out”

A knife, Or was It a dagger?
Adnn was bending down, not touch-
ing it

"Oid you have your hands on
" he wsked.

“l—why ves, on the handle”

“No printa anyway, I'm afrald
Nat now."
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WHAT ==
YOU LET WiN.
PROP U AND GO
TO SLEEP 1 MY
LVING-ROOM 2~
—WELLA~OF ALL~

s HM P~ TLL
SOON HUSK, HIM
OUT OF HIS BLANKET |
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~—~~HERE ,
TAKE THESE

TUSH ,MY CRICKET ,~~SH -t = %
THE CHIEF IS SUST RELAYINMG AFTER
& BOUND OF SAMDWICHES ! aee
~—AND LOOK WHAT HE PalD ME
FOR THEM~~3 60 |~ 1 HaS
A BPASKET OF MONEY LUMDER, HIS
BLANKET THAT LOOKS LIWE A BOWL
OF GREEN SALAD | — —vERILY, \

THE MAN 1S HIP-DEEP 1N WEALTH
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THE MNAP WHEN
HE AWAKES ==
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Subway Soliloquy

N SIGHT--

OMLY DARED-~NOT A CAR .

MOBT LIKELY THAT
AND HIS GANG ARE
THOUSAND MILES AwWaY

BY MOW:-:STILL-- NGGERS!

AXEL
A

W TOU ASK
=

"
I DOHT THINK
HE WAY i?
DUMB :

Tailspin Tommy

7 IT GRIEVES THIS POOR
OLD HEART THAET THERIE
MBNY

OF HATR ARE BEING SUNG
INSTEAD OF CHRISTMAS
CAROLS —

By THE WY, BIM= |
ARE THOSE TWO
GONCe TO DESLARE
A TRUCE FOR
THE HOLIDAY $

\WHEN THE PILOT
OF THE BLACK PIRATE
PLAME BAILED OUT
OF WIS CRIPPLAD
SHIP, AS IT SPUMN
I TOWARD THE SEA,

SKEGTS, HAMK, BETTY-

LOU AMD JERRY

DECIDED 7O LANMD

THEIR AMPHIBIAM

OM THA WATEA

HEARBY AHD PiICk

UP THE AERIAL

BUCCAMEER 1M THE

HOPE THAT THEY

MIGHT COMPEL HIM

TO LEAD THEM TO

AKEETEAR!
MAY HEED (T!

THE PIRATE STROMGHOLD, WHERE
BETTY FAMLY BELIEVES TOMMY 18!
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