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AUNT MARTHA'S MACHINATION

"I suppose Marths thought s
hid done awpy with all possibilit
of Mike's hearing npbout his father
8he handed Higglns the gun and
went quickly batk to bed, Poor Hig-
Eins macle sure thit he could do no-
thing for Jude, He cleaned and
Joaded the gun and resolved o talk
to me before he pild anything o
nnybody else,

| to be aslpep, but T know
i | 8he waa my sliter—p
| mother—and—and
God! How I pltied her!
there within two fret of eat
nnd planned ench other’s ¢
walted untll she nsked [for
A ing powder. T went
bathroom to fix It ‘1hrrw >
not poesibly see me.
h box of the dam
ber glnan,

“But ahe was ahead of me

d powders into |

“As for me, my sltuation got|
Increasingly worse [rom the mo-|back to find her crying. It
ment T walked into the kitehen 1|8 i her state of mind had be

fonlt Sevlng her thnl  way—got
me, 1 trieel to comlort her, but she
wouldnt lsten for o long time. Then
something appeared to map n her

felt sure that either Martha er Nor-
man had done It but 1 hod not one
shred of proof — und didn't haye
until Higgina spoks to me yesterdoy.

Martha staged a trlghtened | and she poured out a slory. She
womnin net, T could get nowhers on [*0id that she hsd lured you lnito |
her, 1 did nothing Imnnq- we were [ the old loft, Mike, nnd ahol you
ns much on our guand o Then, frightened, slie had put you |

tnside one of the cédar chesta nnd
left you there—allve,

be nnd 1 wanted to avert
“How the dickens Norr

aged to elude us when we searchod| "I T had stopped to th 1 would
the grounds in bLroad  dayli 1| hive known that she wus lying.
don't know, He mnay have let him- |She hadn't  beon out of my slght
self into the house more than onee | snce you lelt the mom. Hut shie |

knew me well enough to know tha
I wouldn't stop. That lolt wiis sed

with that key. T don't think there's
any doubt tI:nL ho wis the intruder
who deall with Cook wnd Annle |ns n sort of strong-room in grand-
That handkerchief e used on Annie | Father's time, T had forgotien its
Wina yours, s & matter of {ue ce, | existence. 1 tore up to i, dragging
He'd bren wsing some of your her with me. And when I got fo the

ex. Higging wag the prowler in the | plice where W me, she
hall. He told me s0, But poor Nor- almply crowned me with something |
man miut have ratsacked Marth's of thial—<let's not talk
Toom and multilated the cat in Just

the sort of a frenzy the doctors pper’s patses were becom-
hid predicted longer and more difficult, but

she went on
1 think Higgin

"I'm sure that you
sulfered at his hands,

and Willlam

Jim. Then, I suspecied

Imagine, he Iet himsel! into _J|“|, s | but the plawe hz er been used
room with his key und concealed | I his tme. He didnt know ho
himself in that horrible fashion, | et into it and he knew that Ma

Martha must have known that he
was Lhere. [ suppose she really
thought that he was better dend
thian ponfined. At any rate, the min-
ute T renlited that he wis gone, 1
could think of ot thing—the
spot an the bluff where hin mother

died and where Martha used to
brood for hours as a glt). In ler
ming ahe hod made n mortyr of
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BIEDS WITH MUSTACHES
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Higgins was

Wovery much

an e verge of teily

¥l the whale story, Mm, when he
paw her standing outaide the win-
dow in my ollskins—Ustening

frightened him lalf out of his wits
What she wius doing out " 1

don’t know. Looking at the scene of
Narman's death posaibility. At ans
8 began (o dis-

After you went look= known

Ing for Mike, Jim, he let Her in. And v who have
Khe threstened him, poor old boy! Al |
He was He got her L abon
roany and SOAT !

*Mea, e yoiy got little fTlhickera
nolinn you were In Dont you think look scnie-
Rnd 1 i the hardest thing Nie -
ever done In o my | ’ Rip, the
ging’ roomm,
walked

undress. She v

table and as uhe

I ahot her. Un “They're brave

wis (oilen { askid Rip, wl h

alight of me i ¢ aervants timies when 18 was )

As T turned nround he waa right be brave before creatir

my elbow. He nover sald a word nd higwer ¢ Te humming

bird was so !
"Yen

Took the gun out of my hand, wiped
It clean with hin hankerehief
ahoyed me to the head of the atairs
To all intents and plitrpoes we were |
coming tp them as you rushed down |
the hall, Mike. Higging had an alib
right on the tip of hia tongue
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HM-M=YVERY WELL,
MmaDem lwAND 1
WANT YOU TO WKNOW
THAT THOSE SAME
FLAMES WiLL
CONSUME YOUR
VACATION TO
YELLOWSTONE
PARK 1

THATLL BE GREAT!
“~HERE ,“~TAKE
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SOME KEROSENE
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[r ‘ LITTLE ORP u AN ANNIE By Harold Gray S0 HE WON'T TALK, EH
|;|: colrse, Hie aved l.- 4 l||!- i f o CERTAINLY THOSE GEMS aT? P =
but mow hie wi werows, And ao [ WH WHY SHOULD TELL ( OH, YOU'D KEEP MY SECRET, AHEAD = THEY WON'T
il killed him." LI | ARE PUNE ~ DUG'EM UP ON MY 18 WHERE IT WAS? wHAT lEH? HAl HAl  THAT'S A GOOD D%avou AMY GOOD- AND rn-.\
The Skits tapped Akt OWN PROPERTY IN A COUNTRY USIMESS IS IT OF YOURS? ONE- WELL, YOU WON'T HAVE ONE BIRD WHO CAM LOSE
P e i TEN THOUSAND MILES FROM -~ OM, YEAH? AND HAVE EVERY To, Pac - flL KEEP 1T-. THEM AND STILL GET ALOMG
i Moo i o HERE - CONFORMED TD EVERY SHARP SHOOTER 1M THE WORLD HATT THEN YOU'LL KEEP WITHOUT MAKING A BEEF —
! chael 'lI with his .1.“ \an OF THAT COUNTR‘(- ’J SWARMING OVER MY PROPERTY, ‘IHE TEMN BILLION IN GEMST? | ==MNO, | DIDN'T CALL YOU &
.M.“.”'!.'."m Ie.-:\‘lr - {c 'mmll.“.‘ OVER THERE MAKING TRUUBLE' / | THIEF--+ | SAID BEEF - BUT
face whas turned by vim, s \ YOU'VE GOT SOMETHING
were  pnxlous }! t the |[ || THERE, FRIEND =,

By Gene Byrnes
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S50 YDID FIND YOUR
HAT AFTER ALLS

MY MOM 15 THE CHAMPEEN
FINDER OF THE WORLDZSHE
SHOULDA BEENM A DETECTIFY

SHE CAN FIND ANYTHING
BUT SHE HAS A TRICK
FOR FINDIN'/
_

SHE SATS SHE CAN FIND
WHATEVER SHE YANTS
WHEN SHE KT WANT
IT BY LOOKIN WHERE IT
\WOULDN' BE IF YOU DID
WANT |T/
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MOSELLE WOULD ASK ME FOR
A LOAN OF THAT SIZE— 1

FIGURED SHE ONLY NEEDED a
FEW HUNDREDS —~ OM.WELL~
JUST A CHILD ~ SHE
DOESN'T KNOw THE
VALLE OF MONEY -
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THE SENSITIVE FLOWER

FLOWER ~— THEY BOTH THR
E;ENDNESS AND SUNSHINE ~—=AND

A
MAGNIFICENT ROSE IN
FULL DL.OE? WILTS

A LOVELY WOMAN IS LIKE A SE?S&‘I‘WE

GETY IN THERE , LI""I'LE Fr-‘.\EMDS--
I'LL SOON HAVE M
vOU COMPANY—~ LA~ DE D&-J}J
ALADDIN MAY NAVE HAD
- ~ BUT BIM HAS AN
t‘ ELEC?Ri(: POWER-HOUSE /

NV

JOSEF IS CAUTIOUS!

been

AT THE
LANTEQN 0
-J\u\,u.\-c‘. EOR TOwanny

EJH
ok
oA

THE GRL wHEQE
HAD @0nt JUSTIMNA
SUDDEMLY REALIZES
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MAM OF THE ESPOMAGE
GANG, PREPARE TO FLY
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