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AYNOPSIE. First It v the  mrterious
abhuoling o death ol stiraciive Jude Dlin.
shiop whileh makes ga sll ftiery em thig
wilily stormr = nd sl Farringtoo Blutf,
Then & weTies

Preseit are;

Tome nf Micharl's aunis
of stranie aliachs ocecurme
Mikr

the BEigie

Mike's

wnd 1l four servaiis
Hing the body of Michael's
restHly Ighe sinee desd.
i exgplning so mueh that

has happenrd
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“Whnt's e matter, Higgins?” He
wis still white,

“I'tl Uke (o talk Lo you a minube,
alr.  Somewhers whero we can't be
henrd.”

I oatared ot himo “What about?
There's no one o Hear s, Higgina
What's on your mind?"

“Would you comie into the lving
room, sirf*

fteflecting that the poor old  boy
probably wanted to relleve his mind
by telling me his version of the
atory, T followed him Into the living

one in the room

her ade,
her over, the hall

my own room

he wasn't downsinirs
must be In talking to the Skipper
or he must be outaide. 1
linto the hall and raced with all my
might to the Skipper's door
out walting to knock,
open
on the bed and her
fivor benide them, but there was no
1 hnd barely time
to reallze that fact. when a denfens
Ing report of a gun shook the en-
tre house

The Skipper's

He waan't
And 1T was reasonably certaln that

rushed through (he bathroom nto

thirre.

Either

e

I fhing
ollnking
hoota on

ruahed

With-
it

Iny
Lhie

For a second T wan too patrified

mopve.

next. room—>M. Farringtons
through the joining bathroom and
pulled up with a bang.

M. Prrrington lay

room to dinclose  Miclhined
“Well, what 1s It Higginay” and bleary !:Ih:klin::
“Mr dimmie, e Farringtons oo o

huve always been almost llke my other

owh famlly, as you might say. The
old gentieman was very good to me
when 1 was Just a boy, sir, and
nlone in this rountry, if vou see
whut T mean”™

I smiled at him reassuringly. "I
see what you mean. They've been

o

4 toward the bathroom. T wrenched |pestoratives, Slowly, in a wrjes of
protiy swell to me, too” What the) g, sieuntinn from my own appall- unpleasant groans, the old  lads
doee alled him? 1t he trusted me Ing predicament to the ald lndy came ol of it and was  immedi-
enough to tell e the Bory, why all| " gne was alive, A bullet hnd tor | ntely neutely i 1 made for the
the preliminariea? through her left shoulder. Me-|door na fast ax T could go, only o

Mty '“"‘"‘_ has been most  sun- chanically T noted that ahe  had | bump smack into Higeins, steaight=
tm;;.\l_“‘l::u:lll:, won zeiting m bt beenn shot from the rear at rln!:-‘lrnln;- himself from an obvious key-

“She's hurt
He hesitated, and

¢ on his Ineredulon

of

face

his exves

at

15 face

me
We stared at

The sound had seemed (o
come from the direction

1 dove

Wi
ward on the floor beulde the dress-
ing table, one arm thrown oubl at
As T dazedly knelt to turn
door flew rlw'n]

red |

in
each

Get some water!”™ T
managed finally through stiff lps
I senmd more
distrust in that pause than T could
His
evea fell and he moved unstendily

iy, T had many things to say o
Michael, and T wanted to ghy them
before he had sonked himself into

nocomplete stipor, 1 frewned

1 =il sharply, “Whnt's on  your
mind?

Mr. Jimmie™ he stepped closer

te me and spoke in g hoarse whis-
per. “the danger’s not over. There's

He stopge sadclenicy and an
amazing thing happened. His eyen
fived on the window beliind  me

seemied phout to pop from his head

THIF TALK

ngreed

Mary Graham P
Willy
himven't said n word about whote wr

L
Ny

T

a

range, There
it the back of

wire powder marics
her Tavendor robe;

and the profuse bleeding 0 front
weemed Lo indicate that the bullet
had totm atraleht through, So Hig-
Eina had been right! We were still

in danger!
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Mike dopoited n basin
of waier beside me, He seemed
!hf.-prmfmrd. incagable of ypeoch

And 1 was glad of it

“Find the Skipper!™ 1 sanl honeses

Iy, starting to bathe the wound
with my  handkerchief “Hurry
Mike! Her heart's bad apo-—"

The Skipper wis there bocide me
before he could sepm to move, Her

faee wan geim and st
"Give me that, Jim" she sald
semly, kneeilng beside me, “Thire's

i firs
It ple
I ogot up with diffioulty
nobt seem to get my mingd aw
the Taet that T would he
of this shooting. Tt took me t
lenat theee minutes to  find  the
firnt-nid kit in the eabinet over the
basin, While T was fumbling arotmd
In the process, T eould hear Gav's
high excited volce. The thing nst
have been heard nil over the honse
In another minute  the aprvants
would be lumbling In on un. Vague-
Iy T wondered, nx 1 crosied (he few
steps to the Skipper’s alde, what

hnd kept them off ao long

Mike and I were about ax much
upe an an ofl burner in the Sahnra,
But the Skipper worked quickly and
enrefully, Between ys, we lfted M
Farrington to the bed and  stood
wiiting while the Skipper applied

Il kit in the bathiroom. Got

T could
from
muspeeted

hole nttitude tn the hall

“What has happened, sir?’ I
sajd o withiout n trace of embarpnss-
mont

1 closed the door behind me with

A Jerk. “What are you doing, Hig-
| #ins?™ 1 niered
| “Misw barp  wan gl mo |
|fome mstructions n the low
| We heard what sounded like a
[md wirried up bere. 1 atwyed in
| the hall at her request (o Keep the
wervints oyt of {he way, i |

“Very pnt, Higginn Glaring
|h!|n I notleed suddenly that he was
halding something in his hand
wmething srapped up in a hand-
kerehiel,  And be saw my look

“1 found this on the

ust T I though perl Wi

d beiter take eare of It until the
polloe arrive.™

Deliberaiely unwrapped from
the handkerchief his own revolver

o my knowleder the anly ane on
v Bluff. T reached for it

| tarily, and to this day T don

what stopped m Perhaps 1t was

and under my very nase the man | Were going.”

seemod o shrivel up 1 wheeled “1  remweinber”  quicked Mo
toward the window There was no|Quicke, “the time You made up
one there, and my patience snaps | iitle boat eafled the @ Duck m
ped we took a trip and saw a few bird

Higuh whnt the devil are vouland beavers, Only we dicks
Tooking Ly Whint are sou  talking | on that trip and W was o very shog
ahout? ane.”

He possed n trembling hand over|  “You've givent me an idea.” anid |
fibs epei “T—T don't know, Posibly, | willy Nilly, as he patied M GHin-
sir 1=1 have boon  dmagining | sea'y witig. “Lot’s ko Wl around the
things. Please forgel I A6 WD aoungrvaide and see how other ani.
A ocortain Ny he  sraighiened
himaeit

Exprperaled beyvoud all  endur- L\'
anee, 1 n roared at him o
spepk his pieee ;

Nothing, sir ! have beed lor-| “ 4
eelling niyvnell.  Plerie exonse me." | AN >

I made n wild hunee, but e got 1o ‘ o
the door bBefore | did  Crosdng 1o AN s - ey |
e wWitdow, 1 agndnst it mals nevel Bards Tive=—tow they make |

lawn, my

staring oul at th ma
Bruin i sn Gprear hablta and ways We've beel
Anicer nit over Whiat | "TApPet Up in ourseives nnd in Pod
L renvek have o daowith the [ dle Muddie that we haven't btk
Fartington | ered to see, and flngd oul abw
d fal+] it of Interesting ¢ '
o Ao the tiling on the porgly Just Then, too, s visltors wn
mitsitln e wiios There. cleatly [ adventures have con L, Bl
dellned | 11 1 ridendne ol | wollld be & camplele ¢ ax
e the bmpr » rubber boot | doctor anlid, to take i Dol
ng ey Oy that would e wondertul!
L1 e e hirated Suvet Fuoe, Lo latib 1
ight not have heprd what be wa v medlly travelled I8y Jum
starting to aay! e wikd thought | fife
erossed ot 1 Lt mavie he was Well stop ®hwroves

rieht-—thnt wan moee Wouble | soniied Willy Nills happl
o omie rejieted AL Hinpae | won't have ahy ser plans. Ol
[ roiremer Sl o wirendy Wb tise
niel 1 went off .
Aach A wei
behine! Bt s
A in his room A dis- It s 'h_
confumon of closhes, books| 2 TOUr bedtl
pers gave mitnie lesilmony o Noteh, who wa -
of mind and n nearlt | rotnewhat roosteriahly sleey
iy e of brandy totd me | 1
; Lt (o h\m| “All righ ARIded Wi
"t Mt of | meekly. He was sl o il
¢ the  living | ®d there were a nuymber of |
dia 4 thett of Norman | he wanted 1 | ta
PFa haifway down e Thie il I i
hlulr ot Blaf!  wa na| Wil WA gotng olf
f 1 man-—parthct- | and promounced  hine wel
man in Michaet -
e, oF b Tomorrua ~ Wil NI
I & vain hope of Linaing him, 14 feea”

their honies and learn about ther |

widen renlization that esen nx|
offered it to me. Higgins wn

fully avoiding o cattact
the pun, T manonged to  take
handkerchief and all,  without
hing the moetpl Furitmiely 1
A it him. No re-

He wa

heer
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A

becnive  shie Had
answered Miss
hoth Willlam

their owi e

i the shot, and he t
| ) werd  bee

kit
They

the ahol was Deard
upseiting

e had 1 sure fhnt the

was all over. He would very m
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ANSWERS

|in the identification division of the
Federa! Bureau of Investigation. In
addition, there were 2098 records
bearing notations indicating previ
ous criminal histories of the per-
sons cancerneed, aithough the fin-
gerprinta had not previously heen

ROOM AND BOARD . . ..... By Gene Ahern
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A reader can get the answer o
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Cupital Journal Information Bureau, | v
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By Gene Byrnes

WHY, YES, DINHEAD,

1 HAVE AN OLD STRAW

HAT YOU CAN HAVE
AND. WELCONE

THE GUMPS

By Gus Edson

| WONDER HOW BIM'S
ABSENCE WILL AFFECT
TOMS CHANCES —~AFTER
ALL, HE'S THE
KEY WITNESS

L—IT'S JUST TOO BAD! IF|
o THAT CROOK'D GO

By Hal Forrest
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