MOCKING HOUSE

BY WALTER C. BROWN
———

BYNOPAIS: Herdeant Flsrpee fuab has
exyliined’ to Plerrs Dilfrestie that  the
powsrinl  politieinn's alibd oo tbe nlithd
whin two mpen wern mutdesed o his
House ih  worth nothine of il Marpsr
himsel! las escaped from the locked snd
puncded . apartoment thas seppeshdy  held
Dufredbe whils the mourders werd sking
place, Dufteans msintaing s scormil sl
Ulude,

=
Chnpter AT
AGAIN DEATIL

“You appear to bo armed st all
polnts, Harper. Il's n very pretty
yarn, You've nlmost convineed ime
of ita truiht"

“Wo've had all these pleces of
evidence,* the detective conlinved
calmly, “but we couldn't get them
into n pattern, After we had a talk
willh Ellpn Becker we began to uu-
deratand,”

Plerre Dufresne orked ms though
ho felt w knife ot his ribs. “Elen
Begier?" ho echosd faintly

"W, tnd once agalm I oean tell
you somathing: you didn't know be-
fore. Your bribes to her were a
wiale of mopey, Hhe had alrendy
put her silence in pawn — else-
where!"

Dufresne  leaped up, his face
working, his eves glittering in stark
roge, He gripped the detoollve's
shoulder, "My wife—7" he choked.

Harper nodded. "Ellan Becker has
been taking money from both of
you, When ahe nbout
these notes In the sand, it became
obvious how you must have pianned
to catch that man In your house
and murdér him, But you have
hopelessly prejudiced your ecase by
buing secret and sublle, with the re-

not 5o easy to forgive”

Dufroans  faced the deteetlvi,
“Harper,” he exploded, “what would
you say i I denled everything, com-
pletely and - absolubely?™

“You may deny nll you ke, but
you'll find It pretty hard Lo egplain
nwny Fllen Hecker's ovidence, or
those Jetters, Then there's the pres-
enoe of the master-key on your
ving, and the murder gun, fimst ild-
den In your yoom, Besides, thera b
uny mnount of eorroborptive ovi-
denes."

“Bub didn't you tell mo you had
two suspects on your Ust? Or were
you lying to try to trap me?" ¢

“Not exnotly that, Mr; Dufresne.”
Haper threw his bombshell, “Mra,
Dufresne’s actlons are under squal
serutiny, She {8 known to have heen
away fram Mra. Morlook's house
during thot mysterious fire. 8he hos
refused to glve any explanation or
aeeount for her movements"

Dufresne halted In his tracks, o
P intemtness Ing Into 1ils
oyes; ns though locking nt soine-
mlllig far awny.

vl ‘

P you my
wife with arrest?”

the pergola to the stono garage was
o matter of nbout Mfteen yards and
o number of tracks in the other-
wlie smooth snow led to the amide
door of the bullding, where there
wos o small poreh  with  woaden
Coluninl benehes on ench side, un-
der o little pent roof.

The four men crowded around
the bed where Joseph Donnghy lay
dend, lying back at an ongle from
th edge of the bed, with his head
sidewlse on the pillow. He wore no
uniform, but hagd taken off the cont
und vest of his elvillan suit. The
automatic gun wus loosely held in
his right band, Hly feot rostsd on
the floor, his arms were in o na-
tural position, The bullet hod been
fired Into the xighb tempie.

The Coroner’s man ploked up the
cjocted shell from s fold of the
hed-clothes, He looked closely ot
the wound, then bent one of the
fingers, He nodded to Horper, “Been
dend slx or seven hours"

Harper, satisfied with his scruting,
pave the slgnal to the photographer
nnd the pollee surgcon and they
set about thelr rontine procedure,
‘Then the detective turned to the

peeted cllmox,

A chalr, with Donagliy's feet
still under i, was dmwn up close
to the bed. On the chalr stood o
portable typewriter and In it was
o typed letter, The arrangement
suggested that the chauffeur hnd

“I am glving her every to
reconsider her dectslon,” Harper re-
plied, "but continued refusal la an-
gws‘-i my questions will force my

and"”

head' snd burst into harsh, Jarring
Inughter, “Are you mud?" he eried.
“No one in this house is ever going
to stand trial for murder.”

“The prize quandary of all timel”
8 Stephen Harpoer, still clad

sult that o perfectly man
lost his lfe ns well. That part is

RITA SPEAKS
By Mary Graham Donner

“Dear, dear bear," said the lttn

ir] Ritay and snuggled up in Jelly

ar's arms,

“0Oh; T want this bear to go homo
willi me," she snid to the astanlshed
poople,

“Come dartiog; say goodbye to tho
bear, satd hep mother, who waa so
afrnid she would nevor get ler child
awny from the torribls bear’s arms,

“Ie bren a0 frightened,” Rita
sid.

“We know darling, bub we've come
to tuke you home, and you'll hinve
your toy bear thera”

“T want o renl bear,” sald Ritn,

“The bear lins bewlbechod (He
child)” they all said. “Hue's o terribie
ctenlure and probably belongs to
soma old, oid family of bears where

[T A
they've b the power to da as they
whihed with ehildeen”

“We must got hor nway from him

and then we'll kil him,"  another
sl

AL thin Ritn begnn to ery ngnin,

"If you kill my bear Il never
come homo,"

Whit waere they to do? Ritn was
right In e beat's nrms and they
didn't dare (ake her from him for
four he might become pogry wnd
kil her,

Jelly Baar didn't know whnt wonld
bappen. If he et the ity g o
from his arms the others would then
kil hlm, They would not pay any
witention to whal Rils sald onee she
won with tham. What should he do?

Jelly Bear thotght and thought
aboul It untll he could think no
mone,

In pajnmps, was shaving himselr,
He hnd just started the razor down
the slde of his fnce when the tele-
phione by his bed began to ring. In
a8 moment s volos he did not recog-
a}!m was pouring out an exolbed

e,

“Wait a minute, . . 8top shouting,
I'm nob deaf,” Horper protested.
“Who it 1s?....0'Connor?..,.at Du-
{resne's. ... Yes. ... Who..,.
the chautfer?,...Yes, yes, go on,,.,
Whitmore foiind him?....You've
kept the other away? That's the
stufl, O'Connor! Hold everything!
T'll come right out!" Harper sat
down on the edgs of the bed,

Jogeph Danaghy, the chauffeur, n
sulelde in his living quartors over
the Dufresne gnrage! And therp was
o letter he had writlen—an open
letter explaining his aotion, So this
was the end of the trall for that
cocky young fellow.

Hp hureiedly finlabed shaving,
dressed, and was ready sl the door
when the ear from the Homiclde
Burenu ktopped to pick him up. In
the bock seat were the fingerpring
man, o polien surgenn, and the of-
fietn]l photographor, his two blnek
boxes of equipment wedged belwoen
Lily knees,

The snow-laden stréetn made for
slow driving but there was not
mtich conversatlon  eachonged on
the Tun up to Powhatan Terrmoe,

The uniformed pollceman on
puarvd ab the front door to the D=
frosne house lovked alevk and ex-
eltod when he snw the offielal group
comlng up the path, “Plenty of ex-
oltement: In there  tHl  mormning,
Sergeant!" ho volunteered,

The four men from Hendgunrters
walleed down the hall, They heard
voloes coming from the riénr of the
houwse nod found an exclled group
batk In the kitchen, A policemnan
hnd Inkon his stund al the back
door nnd Androws and  the  two
Whtmores were lolding o lively
diseuszion with' him.

The appearance of Seveant Hay-
per and his parly choked off thia
tnlk. The detective  groetod  them
briefly, then turned to the pollce-
man, “Where's 0'Connell 9™

“He's oot there, witlh the body,”
noddlng toward the garage.

“All tight, boys."

They went oub the back  doat,
eroasnd. the porch, went down the
womden nleps and along the brick
path under u coversd pergoln The
snow that had fallen the night be-
fore had thrust I spearhonds be-

Piemnukmthmwhnntﬁilm

finighed typing, 1 for his gun
without getting up, pulled the trig-
ger; nnd fallen sidewnys ncross the
bed. Harper carefully relpassd the
lutm and read . This wos the

1'm going: to kick off in = minute
because I couldnt stand golng to
Inil; mnayhe to the chalr
triod to win enough Jnck to make &
Aure getaway, but Instead I drop-
pord my roll. Harper ta wiss to me:
I know although he gres around
:l!hntlmt that he's got something on

]
oeholee when he butied in,

I never hindh oy luck after T gob
o with Harry, We atarted on ensy
Jobs but when Harry. wanted to Gy
the dirty stuff T wanted to. pull out,

kot nasty and sald he would
turn mo in If T didn’t pisy ball So
I fgured out & wany to get oid of

him,

Look In the tire hanging on the
wall of the garage and it will save
» Jot  of explainiog. My scheme
warked out fine und my alibi held
up and everything would have been
nll right If It hodn't been for the

aop.
Nobody will shed a tear becauss
Harry hies gone, no I burned all
hin pupers; Harper oan flgure out

plece db resistance of this unex-|
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Q. In Contruct Bridge, if the play
is stopped’ when one side has o
game townrd rubber, is It counted?
WEA.

A. The side which hos a game
adds a $00-peint bonus to I8 score,
and this totnl Is counted ns the
score of the rubber,

ey

Q. How large an elephunt tusk
has been recorded? LS,

A. Travel says thot the lmgest
known tusk 13 one in the Notural
History Museum In South Kenuing-
ton, It weighs 220'¢ pounds und Is
10 feet 2% Inches in lenglh.

praty e e liche:
Q. Where can this quotation be
found; “There 15 nothing elther
good ar bad, but thinking makes It
an” BLML

A. In Hamlet, Aot IT, Scene 3,

e o,

Q When didd the postal lotter rate
Incrense to thres cents? HP,

A. The Post Offies Department
says that the letter rate of pastage
ingreased from two cents to three
cents July 6, 1832, The local letter
ill:ns\;!l reduced to two cents July

————

Q, Why didn't nviators use para-
2“1':':- during the World War? J.

A, During the last days of the
World War, In 1018, Gernman avias-
tors frequently used them, but after
the war little wns done to complete
the use of parachutes, until ths
year 1031, At this time. Britlsh and
American. aviators: began working
upon. & parachute whish could be
carried conveniently by n pilot, Tt
Wos abvioia that the old style bale

LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE

NSWERS
o QUESTIONS

By Frederle J, Haskin

TO

loon parachutes were ton cumber-
totne to carry in alrplanes;
s o

Q. How much water does an oys-
ter tnke In each hour? NR.

A, The Bureau of Fishueries says
that the optimum emperature far
aotivity In oysters ls between 25 do-
grees und 30 degrecs Centigende, A
healthy adult oyster three to four

Inches long, ot & temperature of |y

ubout 25 dogrees Q. — that is, T7 de-
yrees Fabrenhelt—may take in wa-
ter ot the rate of 3000 cuble centi-
moters. per hour (over 3 quarts),
This is the mazimum figurs fre-
quently observed during oyster feed-
Ing experiments,

S
Q, Are there many parks in the
warld stnilar tgihe Morristown Na-
tional Historienl Park? SE.
A. This park, dedleated July 4,
1933, 1a the first park of s kind to
be established in the world,

v el

Q. Did Gilbert Stuart, who paint-
ed the portraits of Washington and
ather i men of the per-
lod, spent part of his youth (n Eng-
land? L3,

A. Stuart wos born in Middletown,
B, L, In 1755, He lvad and worked
in London with Benjamin West
drom 1778 to 1782 and soon became
a faghlonable portralt palnter, He
returnad to Amerlea i 1702

—
Q. What is thoe “House-of Duvid?"
C.ES,

A, The House of David has head-
quarters nt Benton Huorbor, Michi-
gam. This organization: is a Chris-

tian evangelical sect, and the mem- [sembling Palestinian Aramale
still spoken.

bers call themselves Isroelites. 1t

was [ g in 1003 by “Benfamin®
ut Benton Harbor, The colony owns
land and conducts agricultural
operations. The seet haa o branch
in Australin, formerly known as
The John Wrae Church.
e e i
Q. Is it customary, or unusual, to
put spectacles on a ecorpse when
prepared for burial? MAFR
A, It i3 unusual. Even in life, the
flasses wert aeldom worn when the
cyes were closed, nnd na they are
always closed In deatls, i€ appenrs
unnecessary to lave the glasees,
worn in life, in place, It 1s, however,
& matter of personal preferenpe,
Plstraanitads v

Q. How old wns Paul Revers when
he “rode on the midnight alarm"

fio R
A, He was forty.

Q. Mpy questons ba sent Inoon
pust cards? PE,

A, Poat eards should not ba used
unless of a type which provides for
o reply. Coln or stamp should be
semt in the letter to pay return
postoge., The information i free,
but the inquirer |s asked to pay the
turn postage, Address Frederdo J
Huskin, Director, Washington, D, C.

—

Q How much did the federal
povernment lose In actusl revenue
while prohibition wns in force?
PI.GL

A. It wos estimated that the fed-
oral government lost m yearly rev-
onte of $600,000000 from lguor
during prohibition,

—_————

QIn A {e spoken anywh
In the world? W.I
A. Aramale is n Semitlo

ury. In the villages of Malula,
Bakha, and Jubb Adin, northeast
af Damnasouns, & dialect closely re-

Address

Make Your Own Pastel Dress—Dark

When the sun shines—won't you
be happy to slip into this darling
dressi It's the type all the fashion-
able are wenring to acquire that
lovely beigs suntay

I¥'s distinctive and feminine with
ity deep square cut neck and bow tied
shouldees in light bloe pique with
navy dotted in light blue for its trim,

Shirting cotton, sant weave col-
ton in plaid or checks, linen in pastel,
gay stripes or horseblanket checked,
multicolored deersucker, cliecks ot
stripes, or white secepsucker weave
crossbarred in color, plaided ging-
ham, shirting ar pastel tub sitks, ete,
are  surprisingly inexpensive  and
smart suggestions for your selection,

Style No, 2885 is designed for sizes
14, 16, 18 years, 36, 38 and 40 inches
bust. Size 16 requires 34 yards of
39-inch material,

Send FIFTEEN CENTS (15¢) in
stampy or coin (coin is prefe!r_!d').
for PATTERN. Write plainly
NAME, ADDRESS and STYLE
number. BE SURE TO STATE
SIZE YOU WISH.

THE NEW SUMMER EDITION
OF THE PATTERN DOOK fea-
tures FASHIONS, BEAUTY und
HEALTH, Forty-eight pages
styles—priceless ideas for plannin
your wardrobe at a minimum o
effort and' cost.

Send for Your Copy Today! Price
of BOOK TEN CENTS. BOOK
and PATTERN together TWENTY-
CENTS,

the—Fashim Burcau, Sa-

PIVE

18ngUage. | e Capital Journal, 200 Fifth Ave-
nue, New York Clty.

————
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HER LUCKY DAY

TO SCRAM TO: {
A REAL HIDEQUT:

the rest of it for himeelf, Anyway
I swore 1I'd never go to jsll and T
won't, I can't find anything fo -1?1 |
thin with, but I guess thot won't be

necessary. |

Harmpor read this atartling confes-
slon through twies and put the let-
ter nalde thoughtiully., “Have you
been down In the garage, O'Con-
nell?”

*Yea, wlr, It'5 Jnst lke It says In
the Iotter—an old tlre hangin' up
on n big splke.”

*Al rlight, bring the ire up here

Presontly the muddy-faced paliee-
man cume bagk with te deslonnted
tire.  O'Conell held It up upright on
the window sent, while Harper's
onger fingers dislodged tha  con-
tents of the girenlar hiding-place.

The fest, and bulkiost portlon of
the teensuye frove proved to be o
neatly-akeinod levgth of n very thin,
bt exeoptionnlly strong and dur-
nhlg rope. 1t was & brownish yel-
low In oblor aml to ench ond of 1L
a metal ring waa  bound. These
rings had ko clroonference of a
fifly-cont plece.

(To be Continued)

e — R —

BLACKLEY AT CAMP
Dnilas—Bily Bilnckiny left Tues-
day morning for Ciump Oceanside
ng one of the group of younger boys
who will form the fist camp this
yonr. Billy broke Inlo the enmp elr-
elo lust year nnd looked forward
eagerly {o ronewing his old nsso-
oiations, He la the dole representa-
tive this year from Dalinn Last
summer Bobby Van Orsdel took In
the camp In company with Bill

BEAUCHAMPS ARE HOSTS

Sayton-—-Guests at the home af
€. A, and Dr. He A Benuchamp aro
their nephew and  wife, Dr. and
Mrs, Harvey D, Beauchamp of Onk-
land, Calll, Dr, Beanchamp hos
served ns an intorne in the Oak-
Innd cotunty hospital for the phast
Mrs. Desuchamp Is n
tencher in the Highland sehool in
that city. They plan to visit an-
+ | Tocoma, going from
nnd  Victoria,
B. @, before returning howme,

They speed down the rond In
cloud of exlnust,

“To thiok,” murmurs Pulfy, “our
home mny be losh"

And Just e that moment the bad
i man

reirr— twenn tho Inttiend sldes, but the
. Tﬂz_n_crrﬂr: A ltlumh?g tho, RISk [middle of the walk wns clear. From
twa years,
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Has stopped nt Pull's home wilth
big moving van,

REG'LAR FELLERS

M AND DOM'T FORGET
i WHAT I'VE SAID
| ABOUT WATCHIN'
THAT BRAT-
SHE'S GOT A
BAD EYE-
i STILL ADVISE
BUMPIN' HER OFF-

LIKE A

IS THAT S0% so I'VE
GOT A BAD EYE, EHY
{ THAT GUYS GOT TWO EvEs

BR-R-R= I'M SURE GLAD
HE‘;S TAKIN' A LAM

RATTLE - SNAKE =

WHEW! WHAT DO THEY |
MEAM, FRIDAY TH' I3™ IS
AN UNLUCKY DAYQ LOSIN'
THAT KILLER
BEST BREAK WE'VE
HAD FOR MONTHS=

|

1S TH'

By 118 Pat 00 Uy, 108,
T Tl g Vo o

T SPIKIN' THE SPOC..

STUFE !

AS A HNEEDLE!

113

oM Bov! THATS THE
TS AS SHARP

EALH

LAS MIGHT  WHEN
I WOKE UP 1 SAW
TWO SPoorsS! OME
WAS SITTIN' DN

BED PosT!

AR WHEN THEY
COME BALK TOMIGKT
I WANMA MAKE IT
AS UNCOMFORTABLE
AS POSSIBLE FOR 'EM

THE GUMPS

UP HERE We RMGE C

7y

ANES SIR = wHnn WE RAISE LORW
ORM -

WHAY A HARVEST ./

DID | EVER TELL YOU

WHEM WE TAKE THE CORM OFF THE
STALME WE SELL THE STALKEL FOR
TELEGRAPM 30;“- % b::;:nr IHOOT
P N 1Y START -
i vy ABOLT YHAT
FRESH KiD= HE GRABBED MOLD
QF ONE OF THOLBE GROWING ITALKS
ONE DAY~

WE TRED To

—
AND T GREW FASTER THAKW MWE COULD SUDE DIz |
WE HAD AN AWFUL TIME SAVING HIM =
1E HE HADN'T BREEN SITTING ON ANEAR U
CORN HE WOULD HAVE STARVED YO DEATH ~
WE LIWED oaé .,f:;“ STHRE]
HIT THE SAME PLACE TWICE = WE HAD

TO WAIT TiLL IT STOPPED
W

LS -
(3 4 DWE-VEEE WE SBULDNT

By Glenm Chaffin and fal Forrest

=

THEN T8 ML )/ MOT Any moRe NO=- BUT A, DazeM PEOPLE | BY GOLLY-SAY Tam,
[SUT AN DRIED-) Y DOUGLAS, BuohnsILT, Hcan%umn JAY TO luu.hc?- | ! JUET HAPPENED T
FO0-WANG, oR LUl GET YOU /R TWAT | REMEMBER-YOU KNOd-¢
15 T GuiLt: IF (TS THE LAST TAA0E | TH NIBHT WE TRIED

£ TG ; IS DD-5- To CATCH TH' GuY 3§

ITHAT BROKE INTO.

BuT l‘?ﬁNﬁmE WAS
WILKE GIlL FRIEND~
THEY WERE GONNA
BE WED--SHE
[ ROULDN'T

, EQ -

MUTT AND JEFF

THEYLL BENAVE,
MUTT  DaNT MiND
‘A LITTLE CRYING
"5 Goob FOR

THEIR LuNGS!

'k"‘\_\(

BEST METHOD — T

DO 'EM GoaDL

-] SPANKING MHAY DE OLD-
—— N FASHIOMED BUT i'T5 THE

wWobi't HURT ‘eM=~rTlu

T GUESS YoUuRE ~—os
RIGHT AT THAT-SPANKING
IS oLD-FASHIONED!




