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Chinpler 1
A FIRM ON THE ROCES

‘The road lo Kings Mallard held
dtendily west. When the most ro-
mole of cathedrnl cllies had been
Jefh behind and the last big-spread
farm had ditehed down into waste-
Jund, theve was still a sign-post to
point due west “To Kings Maliard.”

Then, hard on the post, eame an
uprising of hills—dieather-covered
hills, lying in a plumy curve like the
tips of a feather fan; open to the
feh, And In the center of the fan,
the bay, And In the most sheller-
el lp of the bay, the town, Kings
Mallard; west of the world,
had been 4 king's port, oncd—nnd
1he ptill older Yarn Market, wore
Jipmmed in by what had once been
merchants’ homes and were now Lhe
offices of Kings Mallard's profes-
elonal men,

The Lank was there, for Instance
=it straggled over the lower floops
of two of the oldest Dbubldings,
Noxt to the bank was an inn and
next to the lnn @ leaning, lath-
and-paster house of which the top
part was still n pelvate residence;
while the ground-floor displiyed
wire blinds nnd gt lettering:
“Quantin, Lodely & Caope, Solleltors,
Commissloners for Oaths, ete.”

‘Two of the partners in this {irm
were, on a golden October after-
noon, quarrelling In an upper room
of the Inth-and-pluster house, "They
had not chosen to meet In the of-
fices below, becauso it wis n Bat-
urday and the rooms bhad been
dusted and darkened for the woek-
end, They sat, Instead, upatairs,
in what was really Mmi Cane's
drawing-room; and their nnger enr-
ried much of thelr speech 1o her
ns she sal trembling in her bed-
room on the other slde of the shaky
wall,

“1 won't be spoke to like that,

SUNDOWN

TOP NOTCH'S LETTER
By Mary Graham Bonner

Thiz was the letter Top Notch,
e Ruoster, had Willy Nuly weite
Tor Jim:

“Dear Bantn Claus;

“Merry Clulstmas, cock-t-dpodle-
do. When you're leaying this pait
of the world early Chrisimas morm-
fnig to go baok to your home up
north 111 be crowing as hard oy
ever T car.

“It will ba n apecinl crowing for
you, Santa, to wish you the merrl-
st of Christmases from all Lhe
creatures ‘of Puddle Muddle,

“Denr Bania, 1 keep o store In
Puddie Muddle, but T haven't bheen
paying much attentlon to it lately.

YQould you bring me u fow things
that I weed for it I'm out of string
and red paint and T need a paint

brush and 1 wonder if T could also |

linve o little brush to brush my
comb—the comb on top of my head
1 mean,

“It may. mix you up to have me
nusk for p brush for my comb. Don't
think I mean n brugh and comb,

“You know I've been muade Mayor
of Puddls Muddle this year, nnd I
think n Mayor ahould look nlee and
neat, don't you, Santa Claus?

“I've heard that there are dittle
boxes with holes punched through
them where things ¢an be kept nlee
nnd fresh, Now, SBanta, the things
T have in mind that would be fine
to have kept nloe mnd fresh are
svine: dellclois, worins.

=2
Mr, Lodely, not by anyone and by
yolt lemat of sl Her hushand's
voloe was growing rogeottably tep-
grel and high, sbe thought, and
he waan't expressing himself guite
8o gentlemanly ns usual; but be
wos stlcking to his polnt, ho was
stunding up  for ‘m!?m:he und, ol-

snbies and tnllor-mades for shop-
ing days In Toxeter, hand-spin
tweods for every day, Of couse,
there wat poor little Moark, he was
& groat expens and one had never
gridged him the best of everyiling
And what hope was there for his
future now?

1. Lodely, down in  the Inn-
yardl, mounied und rode slowly out
of her hight: but the eyes of her
mind remainsd upon Bin, much s
her thin zhoulder remnloed ngalnst
the window-pane, beeause she her-
sl wax tited and unhinppy, In e

though she
her nedkc to héar hbn. Bul Mr
Lodely wns exploding ugain,

“Dammit, Cane, i evor thore was
n time when we've all got to face
plain facte—|"

“I'm facing ‘em all right. T can
mpell words like tuir pnd banks
roptey na well as you and beétter
than Mr. Quentin®

“Quentinn hos lost bis grasp of
nffnlrs; he's H; o dylug, By God, 1
never thotith Lo envy a dylng man
but T e Dim! Whatever I in
slore for us won't bhurt him—he'll
be out of 1t]  Gone!™

“He'll lenve his wife and the 1litle
glrl behind, thougl, wen't  Le?
Whatdl they have to live on? Mrs.
Quentin husi't o penny to ey own!
Why {an't he worrying out iy last
days, trying lo provide for them?
No, Mr, Lodely, ita not becawse
ho's lost his grasp of things—It'a
because e never had none, Books
was his Interpst. Flahing. Garden-
Ing, Mot his profession—anyihing
but that. And the sane with You,
Hunting. Salling, Dog-hreeding.
Anything excepl—"

“Isn't that just m litle—impertis
nent, Cane?"

“Plain focts, you sald, Mr, Lode-
ly. And the plain fncts are that
theres only one of us knows any
law in thiz firm and that's me
And there's only one of us ling

ten years and that's me, too,

bullding up  this firm.
they call it In the town? Cane's
What do the farmers eall it when
they come In about thelr mort-
gages?  Cane's. Mr. Quentin ancd
Mr. Lodely, ah, they're pantielolk,
they hove private menns, they live
out on Upper AMallayd hill.  The
only one that needs to emrn his
fees 15 Cane, he lves above the
premises, he's worked himself up
from lord knows what!™

“Well? Well? What of all this?
I Quentin and T didin't need . to sit
poring over deeds and conyeyances,
why should we? We've thrown
every farthing

cnougll to save us from rulp, what
more can we do?*

“You onn refraln from bwisting
the blame so that it lays at my
door. You can remember that from
the first T was reluctant for us to
tnke the eourse we did and from
the firat you've over-tode me—you
oand Mr. Quentin.  And you ¢an get
out of my hogse™

Mrs, Cape gulped and held on to
the nrims of Lier chalr, She walted
tor the erash of Mr. Lodely fling-«
ing hinelf upon hér poor James
.« ‘But the crash did not come,
Tiere was n  moment's  Lerrible
silence and then the drawlng-room
door opened.  Peeplog through her
awn, she saw the visllor ctoss the
upper ball pnd go heavily down the
atales; oo blg, red-Taeed man i opld-
ing-clothes. He looked dozed, she
thought; for a moment she won-
dered whether he weie drunk or il

She went to the window of the
linll when his slow foorsteps hind
finnlly faded from the house; she
coull see, by peetlng  out  And
down, Into the yard of the inn next
door,  Within five minutes Mr,
Iodely came Into it and  abe

done a full day's work in Lhe last)

“Year after year — offlce-boy, |
clerk, parvtner—have T worked at|l
What do

of our private in- |
comes Into the pot nnd if it o't |

Inntion abe followed the rider's
home-faring: she saw hin come
out from under the old archway of
the Inn and tum Into the Yamn
Market, and then up High street:
he wonld take his way out of the
town bitone of the many lnnes that
elimber Into the folds of Upper
Mallnrd hill,

Ship 'ralsed Dor DTwead and  gozed
at Upper Mallard Bill, thut great,
golden  buttress curying  betwesn
Iingn Mallard and  the  world
“Tua geniry™ lved up these; al-
most she could see the roafs of the
house ahe ewiled in bor westscoun-
try way “Lodely's! And she could
dee thot all the way' up to that
housy, people touched thelr liaty to
the man on the horse. Bankeupt
he might e, but they wanld miw
touch thelr hals to him. Wherens
they would only stare at het and
Jumes

"Em! Here a minute!™

Bhe jumped ppd turned; James
was molioning: ber inte the draw-
Ing-room, Tut her thoughts were
stlll vaguely with the man who
had recently left 1t and, as she
mechanieally straigbtened enshinons
nnd | emptied an oashi-teay, she
aakid—

“You don't

think NBeTl do any=

thing to himself, do you?"

The reassurance sbe expected did
not come,

“He might. It's all he can' do.
And if he did I'd ‘be the last to
astop him,"

Bhe glanced at her Busband nnd
her pride in lils deflunce gave place
Lo her usual faint feny, Yes, for all
ha was so alim and sandy-colored
and harmless-lookhig, and such o
good fatlier to ltile Lella, st was
noarty atways frightened of him,
He had o fxed amile thnt—well,
she couldn't put m name to it, But
when he told hor to stop fdgeting
nnd eome to the window, Ahe obay-
ed him anxiously.

“Look out there!" He commanded
“Out along the line of the bay to
the old coastguard's coltage. See
that hbit of level green fleld Just
below 1L1"  And when shie nodded-—
*Well, that's where I was golng to
bulld my hoitse. No Upper Mallard
for ma, with gentlemen's residesncen
nll round me, eselng me right and
lelt. 1 planned to build for mysell,
out there with the sea under the
windows nond o private road between
the buck door and this god-forsuken
hole of a town, But all thai's—
gone”

HPooy James! shie sald thnddly,
“Do-do you think of going buck
to London for a new start? Speak-
ing for myself I'd be glad enough,
People'll be staring and  pointing
Liere for o Jong while yet, wiatever
sart of n home we manage to ketp
together.”

“Let ‘om starel TN e Ring of
this dung-heap yet!™

“damps!"

“But in London I'm nobody." He
pazsed his land over his (ace and
secmed to wipe away some of his
bitterness.  His lips were folded {n
el Tisbitaal helf-amile when he
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QUESTIONS

By Frederic J. Huskin

N———

ANSWERS TO

A S A N T

——— ¥ = —

Ask nny gquestions of fact and It
will bo answored, freel by madl
diveet to you. Entiose three cenls
o eoln oy stanps for reply postage
Do not ide |Msteard.  Address the
Capltal Jourmal  Information -Bur
aean, Froderie J, Haskin, Dleetor,
Wiukhington, D, C.

Q. What are the cobwebs mnde
of whith are used in old houses W
the movies? WD,

A, They are mode of [inely shred=-
thed aabestos,

Q. Is more electrie power for pub=
lic use generated by fuel or witer
power? ENH.

A Power for publle uss in  the
United Stules 1s generated iu ap-
proslmutely 3741 central stations.
Abaut 60 per cent of lie totul out-
put I8 geterated from fuel ongd the
renvulngdor frop water,

el cstadig

Q. What power has the president
In changing the tarlll? JW.L,

A, As Ihe tariff law was finally

nsked —“Where's Lella?"

Mm, Cane went to the door and
calicd. Down the upper staltense
eame sldling a child of elght or
nine, whow eves tliited frons one
parent to the other with o sly, at-
tentive Lrightness, :

Two women are introduced, to-
murrow, who have much Lo do with
future events.

passed it provides that Lhe tari(f
commission's reports shall be wmade
ofly to the president and  shall
specily the Increases or decreases
negessury to equallze costs of pro-
dietion. No duty may be Incrensed
or decrensed more than 50 per cent,
No transiers may be made to or
from the frec list. The pressldent
may procladm  the recommended
clhmnges or not, as he chooses. No
limit 1s placed on the time within
whieh he may make such procii-
mation. The chlel ¢hange from the
floxlble provision of the 1032 act Is
that responsibllity for revision of
rotes is placed definitely on  the
tarlff commission; that Is, the pros-
Ident no longer hax the right to
determine, Iollowlng recommenda-
tlon of the commission, the amount
by which the duty shall be chunged,
withln the 50 per cent range; he
must elther oceept or  reject  the
apeelfie rate recommonded.
i ety

Q. Is there an easy way to
move the outslde hiusks of
walnuts? AH.

A, The depariment of agriculture
says thotl the ordinary corn shelier
1 effective,

Ii=
bluck

———
Q. Exnctly whar is p penthouse?
W

A It s n shed-llke structure,
usually clinging to the side of a
ullding, huving o sloping roof and
cotbelled floor. It somelimes 15

usedl immediately over o doorwag.
Also a amall ‘ahed bullt ns s Lem-
porary abelter in an opsn fleld &8
clasged ns n penthouse. The term
is now applied to lving  quorters
bt o the rool of o tall bullding,
e

Q Which has 0 larger popula-
tion—Moscow or Leningad? CM

A, Acpording lo the latest census,
Maoscow, Russie, has a population ol
2,025,047 and Lentngrad hes a pop-
ulition of 1,614,008,

Q When were relndeer lmported
into Alaska? HA,

A, Through the elfforts of Dr.
Sheldon Jockson, & missionsry, 18
Siberion reindeer were brought into
the Bering sea reglon in 1891 and
171 reindeer in 1892, By 1902, 1280
had heen imported, when the Rus-
slan government  forbade further
exportations, The number Increns-
ed tp oyer 400,000, of which about
100,000 have been used for food and
clothing,

———

Q Why are refreshunents  some-
times ealled a collatlon? FW.

A, The term wos originally con-
fined to the light evening refection
of monks, aned is supposed to have
been nnmed from the Collatlones
of Cassianus read In  Benedletine
monasteries before the repast,

g
Q. Whose atatue stands in Unlon-
town, Pennsylvanla? It Is a &hort
man holding a beaver hat. HLW.J.
A The statue s of the Marquls
de Lafayette for whom that county
was named. He made severnl visits
to that county during und after the
wir of the Revolution. The statue
wins made by a wood enrver mnd
placed on a dome of a court howse
erected nbout 1840, When the pres-
ent court liouse wan bullt, the sta-

| WOMBER WHAT MR,
FUTILE CAN BE WP
TO- HE ACTED ALL
EXCITED AND SAID
HE HAD SOME BUSINESS
TQ 'TEND TO=- HES
HEVER LEFT TH' STORZ
LIKE THIS BEFORE-
HE'S BEEN GONE OVER

LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE

LET'S SEE= |
BELIEVE 1 HAVE
JUST THE EXAST

CHAMNGE=
YES MAM-
HERE IT 15~

MOTHER

LIKES WHAT

HAPPY .,
MR, FUTILE-

WANTED A REAL SILK
DRESS LIKE THIS- AND
I HOPE LITTLE AMNIE

HER- HEH! HEH| THE'EXACT
CHANGE= NO NEED O TELLIN'
THAT YOUNG LADY 1T WAS
ALL THE MONEY 1| HAD,TO
THE LAST PEMNY=

COME EASY—GO EASY

ALWANS

1 GOT FOR

AT

I'VE ALWAYS WANTED _
TO GIVE NIGE THINGS AT
CHRISTMAS=- BUT |'VE

NEVER SEEMED TO HAVE
AN'Y: MONEY, TILL THIS
YEAR= BUT, WITH THE
STORE GOING SO0 GOOD,

R AHEAD A MITE-

LAST WE'RE 'GETTIN

tue Wi I {td fvom the base-
ment of the old court  houre wnd
placed on a peidestal on the present
court house laws,

LU

2 -
G Wil putting a collon dress
- for the winter without tuking
starel out of it cause the mes
troml o deteriomate? HICM.

A Thers appears no reason Lo ex-
pect stivched cotton goods to de-
teriorate more rapidly than un-
starched on. storage.

S

Q. Where Iy the Clolid peak prim-
Ive aren? N,

A It an expanse of 84000 acres
on s high core of the Bighorn
mountalng in Wyoming., This area
Hes in the Blghorn nutional forest
midway belween the continental
divide and the Blick Hills, at 8500
to 13,163 fect clevation, ‘There mre
nbout 200 abliactive lakes, miny of
plnclil ovigln,  There are no nuto-
mobils roads. Wild lfe is abun-
dant, and the southern hall of the
area (s in gume preserves.  Ploneer
conditions of travel will be main-
talned by the forest serviee.

s

Q. What s five? LS,

A. Flre moy bo described ns the
viaible lghl and  heat  that  ave
evolved by the netlon of high tem-
perature on certain bodles. Burn-
ing or combiusion results from the
chemleal reaction between the cle-
ments composing the fuel and the
oxygen In the alr,

Pin mibe

iyt

“Nuw all we need” Pult excliims,
“ls some smOW

To Hil oul our plelure of Yuoletide
And so

The weuthier man comes o his res-
cue poesthnste

And piles up the drifts thl  they

reach Pufly's walst.

REG'LAR FELLERS

CRISMIS,

222 .

LOOK WHAT L GOT ~
THE BARYT FOR

AGGIE! AN IT
ONEY COST A

THEYRE REAL

GENAWINE
NORTH POLE

THATS VERY SWEET
OF YOU TO, SEE THAT
THE BABYS EARS ARE

NICE AND WARM!

t GOT 'EM Sos
1 CAN PRACTICE THE
B8ASS DRVM

A MUSICAL BENEFIT

TanT
THAT! |

WHILE HE'S

THE GUMPS

et

watched him dig into one pocket ; [ NVMAT WILL THE GUMPS SAY 7 (740,° [] [ =
“IMrs, QUIcko Dtk Ls making me [afier 1lie other for the sispence to LL- GUMPS- B Liow WILL THEY TREAT. B [ B, |l QUICK, 8- HELLD,
o stocking out of some of the fenth- | {he by whio was gotblng his Lovde. PREPARE TAWHEN HE MAKES THEW e To THE = ANDY
ers I have Jost, So you will know | gixpence?  Bhe sniffed—a shilling, YOURIELF BELIEVE THAT Hi HAY T 4 ‘l WINDOW ! )
that my stocking s mude out of |gore lkely, They'd never had any| || FOR & REAL LOTT ALL HIg WEALTHT J { A NELLD, MIN .
Rooster feathers and that the |ponse of mohey, either him or his TREAT = I : | )} AWM WITH YOu -
Ducks’ Christruny stockings are the | wite, They'd spent pvery penny of [ (| YOU MAVE BEEN il CANT Yol GREETINGS —
ones made with Duck  fonthers. | {helr Ivcome for the lnst ten vears,| ||EXPECT NG BIM : HEAR, ",:W' =
That 15 how you wil be nble to tell | pithough they inswted that  tier TO VisiT You HORN T
the difference, Hewd w o sfmple countyy ife, FOR CHRISTAMAS - BUN 1S
1 hove beenr n good Ropater, | Mro, Cane, mnoude-brown at her| |le S +)
Bunta, and T hope you'l remember | upper window, cheoked over the oLn n?”f‘;?:—': THERE =
me woll, Todely simplcitios; oprn houss (o Ct?lii_s "‘:”‘“ ALL THE
“Your loving Top Noteh™ the county, horses, dogs, seryants = WA FROM,
—— - - WELL - e AUSTRALIA-
ACROSS ! ’ NERE HE D rrest
=‘ ’lf-j',',, i Solutlon of Yesterday'a Puzzle i3 r .‘.]Lgr*au?
1' nnmbes lie F|FE SRR, | | —— b‘rHA'Y
12 Climnatie con- I ”E:‘ ON HIS WE&-&ME
ditlons R Wiy TO YOUR ANAT — i
}é ﬁll:l\.z:_‘ spueclies = H‘DLJ‘:-E_’LI HIS HURR&H'
iz Aropien) ; PALACE ON SIREE
TR WHEELS = CHEERS -
E LA L= WAIT YiLL You =
HIERET IR SEE JdIA ~ x
OINE A e
LIAINID St s suiterine MUTT AND JEFF MUTT WORKS ONE DAY A YEAR
E[NIDIU b l'lirnl\ gt A
Al D[P L e L HlELLE: THIS 1S AUGUETUS Mu\:?.“x'mj WELL, T GOING. CHEamD, =B [THE IDEA oF MUTT REALLY COMc LOoK: THIS 1S THE SHoRTeST DAY IR
B e [CUIR[E Al 3 T oe Met | weRING Your WWT-AD 1N TG 0 WORK. TA TA MuTTSY T e i:x‘m‘w&:ﬁo:ﬁ;;ﬁ&i HITHER - Te Y::‘:- s :ﬂb.\"r;l.ﬁg{.jaa He
Abyas 3 A 'y b} oMERT, E . H - THAT CAN L}
ik 2 %ﬁ l!':'_.w 5w :n S ?33:’&”&?:2‘5&.:‘:;? .DONS'C:‘GQ-"’ ReFoRMED, MRS, FOUR o'cLocic. ond June 2t ’—r'q;!“e‘f woRk
Blant E 5 843 daplen 7...0KAY. T'LL RepoRT — P T2 TILL NINE O'cLock. BUT MUTT LOAFS IN JUNE.
B Bmall plece of nall mound T omMce = f 3
51, paoastobionn] " feont ut il =y AL ONEE 1 T8 “
« Parent: collog, 46 Rieh lrowi 35 Comparntice = U
2% Tinve o enred chlor ohacurily X
o HIJ::;" 11, Wander alie- ! ddere i, !'Num-h-:
IR Cateny wignt of 4 Willerenl gt & Hawihern oone o Rebi
3% Unrefined Bt Litter ntolln on A%, Bilnd
nintal bl Kngiish cliy A Merry
:? {Fﬂm: atlon 1, FPeinnte sbiée o i\lrhl" {/
Ii l‘inlnrmI 3 I.ag‘tl;.l"llj P e l‘l:l-:il‘(“‘\u
7 12 |2 70 0 R g e v 1°
o ! ) &
4 it It L B m-::;ﬂ‘-‘:&u-__
TAILSPIN TOMMY By Glenn Chatfla and tlal Forrest
o e, s -
= 4 3 MERES TWO OF M| E=oer ™ HOW ABOUT STOKIN' )" GUESS THAT =@ MOW YOU GOIN TO GET
A NagLE 70 YOU Kiiotd THAT [N THAT HOUSE! NO| == 'E0) OUTT Wk COULD £{ REPARK SHOWS 5\ CLOSE ENOUGH TO THAY
BLGFE TEmY) FLYER MAY DE & ONWE FELLER (OULD FOT 'EC1 AS THEY THAT YOU'RE 5f HOUSE TO PUT 1T ON FIRE
o AND LR AORELY, ALONE  WHOEVER ke 0O ALL THAT WERE COMIN OUT WITH US ALL LWA\THOUT e POTTED
AL BN WNO PICKED HIM uP SHOOTIN ey, OF TH LOINDOWS . RIGHT, BOT TH WITH A BULLET P
% ETY REFCHED Myony (1IGHT HAYE DROPPED = TH' DOORS ARE ) AIN'T :

FRO Tad LAY
OGN T masivalgy
ENST OF LAPEOO
INTD SORPIADEINE
THE CROORE 4
NSOERAE A4S
?‘TA'J TrAEA Y
AN .
By Qoge ﬁ.’f(j“v
CTRE I
TOMM Y 'S
BALTES SO

HiY OFF HERE AND
GEAT 1T Y

MAILED SHUT.




