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South America, and have a total
land area of about 2870 square miles
The largest island Is Isabella, cov-

ering approximately 1650 square
miles.

Q. What Is a red letter day? B. F.
A. Formerly red letter days were

those so Indicated In the calendar
of days in the Book of Common
Prayer, and some prayer books are
still minted In this style. In general
usage the term has come to mean
especially fortunate or auspicious KKG'LAR IFIXERS TIMEOUTdays In a person's life, or days to be
remembered because of some Import
ant event or benefit.

Q. What b the Insignia of the
Quartermaster Corpa of the Army

nd what does It mean? ILL.
A. The Insignia 1 a tword and key

crossed on a wheel surmounted by
a spread eagle. The significance of
the insignia Is at follows: The wheel
represents transportation; the key.
store and supply keeper; the sword,
military supplies; the eagle, the na-

tional emblem.

Q How does the $20 gold piece
compare with a silver dollar In size?
VS.

A. The 120 gold piece weighs 616

Brains. It Is 1.35 Inches In diameter.
The silver dollar weighs 412.50

grains and Is l'-- Inches In diameter.

Q. What Is the largest score ever
made In a footbell game? C.E.

A. Tlie largest of which we find
record was that made at King Col-

lege, Bristol, Virginia, which was
206 against Lenoir's 0, In 1922.

Q. To what country do the Oala-pag-

Islands belong? D.8.
A. To the Republic of Ecuador. Of-

ficially these form the Colon Archi-

pelago. There are 15 larger and
about 40 smaller Islands. They lie
about 580 miles west of the coast of

Q How old Is Walter Wlnchel
the columnist? N.H.

A. Walter Winchell was born Ap-

ril 7, 1897, In New York City.

O Who delivered the oath of of
fice to George Washington when he
was Inaugurated as president the
first tune? UK.

a iafc, - liaaasaaaaa .1 . .
'

.... ONE.TWO, fONE .TWO. WHENEVEB.

'

'

'
4Ti.a. - 'r., J

A. He was inaugurated the first
time on the portico In front of the
Senate Chamber in New York on
Thursdav. April 30th, 1788. Rob
ert W. Livingston, chancellor or uie
state of New York, administered
the oath.

! A. . - r--t

returned Preston, perturbed. "Ash,'did you savvy thet?"
'Shore, but I aln t awful Im THE (iUMI'S

pressed."
'Reckon this hyar deal wouldn't ''' --

""17
-- .; ESiMBla;B' THE VIPER

1 HERE HE C0ME5 I TO NlA f ( iU O ( J
BIWS

tRS tlt)NT
BURN TO A

be particular bad fer me if it was-
n't fer our butcher-i- blzness,"
Preston remarked, as if thoughtful-
ly to himself. Rock, however, di CRISP YESTERM.V- -

--Afcftr ) DON'T EVEN LOOK I ,Vl.7 M ( WfctiAvined that was a calculating speech.
you hit it, Oage. There's the JJSrub. My hunch is you must quit the

butcherin'," said Rock, deliberate-
ly, his eye on Ash. He anticipated
that individual's reaction.

Chapter 39
ASH GIVES WARNING

"What 1" ejaculated Dunne,
hoarsely, his face turning yellow.

"Can't you hear? . . . Any man
ho thinks me a rustler has got

to back It with his gun."
"Rock, I I we Thro win guns

wasn't in my orders."
"Dunne, you don't fit on this

range," replied Rock, in bitter scorn.
Keep out of my way hereafter."

Then he turned to the other riders.
'Reckon you're not willin' parties

to this raw deal Dunne gave me.
Any self --res pec tin' cowboy, If he
cal's another a rustler, knows it's
true and is ready to fight. . . Tell
Hesbttt exactly what happened
here. If you don't I'll hold it against
you. Tell him rotten gossip on the
range isn't proof of an outfit's
guilt."

"All right. Rock, we'll shore give
Hcsbitt the straight of tills," re-

plied the rider.
The four mounted men rode

away, and Dunne made haste to get
astride and follow. Rock called af-

ter him:

"I will, by thunder!" replied the
rancher, wheeling Instinctively to
face his son.

Ash rose out of the cloud of
smoke. At that moment, for True- -
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man Rock, nothing In the world
could have been so desirable as to
smash that face. Ash took no no
tice of his father's decision. He
flipped his cigarette butt almost at
Rock.

"I'm butcherin' tomorrow, Mister
Rock," he asserted.

"Butcher and be darned!" retort
ed Rock, absolutely mimicking the
otners tone."Dunne, I reckon all the Pres-to-

Ash In particular will take "You're gettln too thick out
here," said Ash, backing to the
door, which he opened. "I told you

jur insult to me home to tnem
lives."

once to clear out. This Is the secondThe three young Prestons with
Xxk. certainly took it so. Through
the whole affair they had been BflNGING Ll FATHERtime. There won't never bs

third."
"See here. Ash, I'm not tryln' to

run your affairs. I was just givin'
my angle. As for clearin1 out-w- ell,

I'll consider that. Reckon I
don't want to make trouble be
tween you and your folks,"

Ash backed out the door, his won
derful blue eyes like fire under ice.
then he stalked off the porch to
ward his cabin.

He, set faced, silent.
"Looks bad to me, boys", said

Harry, gloomily. "Clears up some
queer remarks I heard in town."

"Let's ru6tie home."
Rock agreed, whereupon they

bent united efforts to breaking
camp.

On the third day following, early
In the afternoon, Rock and his cow-

boys left the herd of steers In the
meadowland below Slaglc's ranch,
and rode on home.

Tlie labor of the past few weeks
had been so strenuous that Rock
scarcely realized the lapse of time.
What had happened at Sunset Pass
during the interim?

By the lime he had shaved and
changed his clothes, t lie re came

Gage, that son of
yours will be the ruin of you," said
Rock, turning to the rancher.

"Lord! dont I know it!" groaned
Preston from under his huge hands.
Up he sprang, to lift clenched fists,
and broke Into an ungovernable
rage that both astonished and mys- -
uued Rock. The paroxysm subsided,

rapid footfalls, followed by a thump
and he grew composed, but if there
was not actual hate in the set glare
of hts deep gray eyes, then Rockon his cabin door..

"Who is it?" he called, for he had erred in bis belief.
taken the precaution to Jock the 'Boss, some way or other you

must persuade Ash to give up theGoor.
"Preston, Open up," came the outcnerin'. at least for a while.

premptory reply. Make him think so. Any thin' to
gain time.Rock slid back the bar,

Preston stamped in, with Ash "Rock, why don't you persuade
him?" queried Preston, significant
ly.

close behind him.
"Howdy, boss!" said Rock, cheer-

fully, and nodded to Ash.
Al busted in with a wild story,'

-- Me!" ejaculated Rock, shot
through with an Impression he
hoped was false. He did not betray
that he had grasped Preston's dark

broke out Preston, waving a greet
ing. "Rock was he Just loco, or Is
he exnggeratin a little run-I- n you hint.
had with one of Hesbltt's outfits?" "Thiry an I have kept htm layUV

off since you left. I reckon we'd' Boss, Al told tlie truth, and put
It mild at that." replied Rock, and better try the same again."

"Yes, try whatever Butturned to tie his scarf before the
mirror. In the glass he saw Pres-
ton's eyes roll and fix with terrible

don't oppose him. Preston."
-- Wal. I guess not. Ill let him cool

accusation upon his eon. "Sit down, off a bit, an' tackle him after
both of you," went on Rock, and

Rock remained away from the
supper table, though tin second bell
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presently faced them again. Ash
was coolly rolling a cigarette, his
face a mask. Preston had been
drinking of late, but appeared so-

ber, and now, though grim and

rang. Dusk fell quickly.
Presently Rock eaw Preston, ac

angry, met Rock's glance steadily,
companied by Thiry, come out of
his cabin and cross over to enter
Ash's. A light flashed from the"Wal. thet's short an' sweet," he
window.said, with a gruff laugh. "So you

come In only a little short of five It was quite dark when he
out He stole among the trees.hundred head?"

"Pour eighty, if we counted and making a half-circ- he came
up to the bench under Thlry'a pine,

"Wonderful job!" exclaimed Pres and eat down there to wait, thrilling
witn anticipation of soon seeing her
white form emerge from the black

ton.
"Rock, suppose you tell us every

thin' thet come off."
Tina adjured. Rock began a ml

ness.
But an hour passed. She did not

come. Another went by)rute narrative of the situation from
the day Al caught the two riders me night threatened to be
coving upon him from the slope. stormy.

All the light except that one in'So you invited Dunne to draw?"
Preston queried, rising with his
eyes like lights behind transparent

Ash a cabin were now out.
It must have been long after mid

Veils.
"Boss, X did. Reckon I was good

and sore." admitted Rock. "But

night when Rock heard a door
close. He waited, straining eyes and
ears. Another door closed, and that
he was sure had come from Pres
ton's cabin. How pitch black It

what could you expect of met He
made me out a rustler, though he
crawfished yellow on It. Besides,
that insult extended to my boss.

at a HttJe distance! Then a pale
sheet of lightning Illumined the
heavens. By its aid Rock discerned
a white form, gliding swiftly, Thiry I

didn't it?"
Cowboy, t never expected you'd

stand up fer me thet way," burst He moved co intercept her.
out Preston, genuinely moved Out of the blackness a slender

Would you mind givin' me your vague shane glided, like a specter.
anale on this deaiT" Thiry! Thiry!" he whispered.

unable to make hts voire clear or- 'Most as short an' sweet as the
other. HesWU Is a new rancher steady. He heard her gasp.

"Thlryl Dont be frightened. I
waited. . . It's Trueman."

You!" she cried and seemed to

here. He doeanl know our range.
There's been some rustlm', as you
know. Reckon ffesbitt has been
losln' moct of any of you ranchers.
He's sore, and his outfit are tryin'

loom on him out of the shadows.
Her arms swept wide and that ex-

traordinary action paralysed Rockto be Wyomln' smart. They're
The next Instant Uiey closed round
rus neck.

picked m yoo."
"Wal, by I It as clean an'

afearp as every thin' about you," (.To Be Continued)


