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“With or without offense to friends or foes
I aketch your world exactly as it goes.”
~—Hyron

A Grandstand Play

The order issued lnst spring by Charles M, Thonms,
shortly after his appointment as public utilities commission-
er for the state, reducing street car fares in Portland, is held
to be “conficatory, unlawful and in violation of the constitu-
tion of the United States, amendment 14," by Judge 0. P,
Coshow, special master in chancery, in his report to the fed-
eral district court, )

The decision will not surprisea anyone, least of all Com-
missioner Thomas, for his order wns simply a grandstand
gesture in the “free power for nothing” hysteria to which
the administration bwes its clection and the commissioner
his appointment. It was not based on a acientific study of
investment, costs and operation, but an off hand ukase for
political effect.

Courts exist to enforce lnws for the protection and safe-
guarding of life and property and provide a square deal for
utilities as well as the public they serve, When bureaucrats
illegrally abuse their power for populir applause it is up to
:l"' courts to nullify thelr encroachments of the fundamental
nw,

The federal court has yet to phss upon the master’s
findings. [If either acespted, or vejected, un appeal will be
taken direet Lo the supreme court of the United States, but
4 long line of previoud decisions leaves little doubt of the
outcome,

- .
City Ownership Troubles

Water rates in Portland will have to be raized in 1982 to
maoet o deficit of more than $100,000, ' the county tux
supervising and conservation commission in u letter address.
ed to the Portland eity council. The present financial condi-
tion is ascribed to the debt burden, which has jne ed $1,-
000,000 annually for the past decade and estimuated revenues
are lesa by $100,000 than estimated expenditures,

How these municipal enterpriges sbsorh money is shown
by the incrense in investment in the Portland water plant
from $7,000,000 in 1921, with a sinking fund of $1,000,000,
to & gross of §20,000,000, with a sinking fund of $4,000,000,
or a net bonded indebtedness of $16,000,000 in 1981, an in-
erense in ten years of $10,000,000, with earnings $100,000
less than expenditures,

Though the city charter requires rates to be fixed for
a balanced budget, the city council refuses {6 raise rates,
lest it be unpopular, and contemplates dipping into its re-
serve sinking fund. That is the usual courss in municipal
enterprises, and the renson so many of them are in the red.
Politicians dare not apply business methods and instead of
the consumer footing the bill for services rendersd, the
burden is put on the taxpayer.

Thesé municipnl enterprises have forced six Oregon
cities into defuult of their indebtedness, while the state, a
purchaser of municipal bonds, has ordered water rate in-
crenses in four cities to prevent defaulta—the politicians in
power needing some such oulside pressure to force unpopu-
lar but necessary rate increases.

Portland's municipal water debt, at $16,000,000, big as
it looms is however, but a little over half the per capita in-
debtedness of Salem, with its $2,600,000 bond issue, which
will face a similar annual deficit without any mnl\mu fund
to dip into,

bhowmg Their Hands

Step by step the little coterie that put over the water
bonds are showing their hands, They now are usurping the
council’s prerogative of selecting s water board by peddling
petitions for a hand picked board of their own rhm‘-mlr. thus
trying by intimidation to foree the council to give them the
expenditure of the $2.500,000 bond proceeds,

The eoterie’s geatuitous propaganda hand bill is also out
with & demand tll..! the B & Cunningham’s original plans |
be strictly adhered to and that the engineers who figured
their own fees at over $100,000 be given a monopoly of the
Joh, A little raw—but just think of the jack-pot at stake!

A little later will come the question of substituting con-
crete pipe for steol, ealled for in origingl plans, which is said
to account for the extraording interest of a new convert
to the cause, who hag shelved Mayor Gregory completely into |
the background to wear the mantle of the mountain water
g,

Ilillf' !.I\
rellectin
ing to me

payer who failed to vole ¢an eonsole

that it s his money the nos
rily squ 'ub

himaolf Ly
Are Projxes-

nyers
| ——

A Good Year To I\l.tl\c \.l(mcv

Though we hesitate to {

proedictions having ¢
believe the year 19
making than any sim
those who have mone ¥
Stocks ang l hondl
actunl value

sume the role of
haywire up Lo date, neve
holds  muye
ar period in the past two di
lo invest,
aA \%i'll‘ as T
and il edged securitios
at bargain prices, History repeats
follows a period of recovery from ro
gradual elimb back to and nbove normal
with its tremendous resources is going completely o
which i3 absurd, Infintion will soon replace deflation and
those who tuke advantage of conditions, reap the profits.
A study of ]I\‘l depressions shows that the gloom hung
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nomic system, purged and purified, will remain, Europe will
be forced by necessity to adjust herself and a chastenad
world resume its muterinl progress,
CENTENARIANS AGE IN COURT |  OLDEST WINE DISPLAYED

Por dtf.lmh::; 'ol:huu !r-'mr :: The oldest wine In the world has

that his father was ¥ en placed o Sy
:::.::. while th! mge oh W coffin :n’:n:‘:’:“!‘: ';1 mr .Itlni;l.!.‘t:r-l
road 105, d Blee of A v [eetitly vosartbed, ang s estimated
Trelund, was fined In court reccully. [to be 1600 pears ofd It is  partly
eceased’'s eldest daughier aaid | soliditied. for Romans pu ames In
1084, and M I lwome of their most popedar drinks
——

Ameriean road and  comimercial
mAp afe finding faver I Soulh

A i
opparti

||-tl»m] busis and A

E

E

Unless the country ]

WHO IS THIS MAN?
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WEEK END FILM
OFFERINGS ARE
VARIED NATURE

Marllgn Miller, who has endear-
ed herself (o iheater-goers overy-
where as the star of “Sally® and
“Bunny” oulclasses both her lor-
mer scteenn  achlevements as the
barmaid who evolves lnto a baro-
ness in “Her Majesty, Love” the
First Natioonl peoductd which
had an opening Thursday night st
the Warner Bros. Elitore theatst.

Incidenta! music adds to the
galety of “ler Majesty, Love™ and
Marilyn sings several songs that
linger in the mind and send the
nudience out of the
ming or whistling t
who did “Among
and other , wrote It
The plece, by (he way, Is from ke
German of B, Bermawer and R
Osterreicher and the famous Wil-
lam Dieterie—at one time right
hand man of Max Reinhandt, In
Germany, directed.

eater hums
Al Duhbin,

S
s an md adage but troe that
“an outice of prevention is worth a
pound af cure”, especially U appii-
ed to high saliried movie players.
With this in mind production
heads of the Hal Roach  Siudio
took every precaution during  the
filming of the deseri scenes In
“Beau Hunks” Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayers latest Laurel and Hardy
comedy at the Warner Bros. Elsl-
nore theater Not only did the
players have to contend with ex-
tremely hot weather, and a sand
storm with the possibility of sun-
stroke and Injured eves for there
was nlfo & sham battle with re.
gulation rifles and shells sufticient-
ly atrong 0 give severe powder
burns:
- -

Heading the prograin
Warner Buoa. Capital T T
“The 8in of Madelon Claudet”
Metro-Coldwyn-Meyer's adaptation
of the Edward Knoblock stage suc-
codn, “The Lullabr” with a cast
that ineludes H Hayes
Er-)nr Neil He Robett Youns,
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Antoinette’s Beauty Talks

Graceful Posture Is Vital to Silhoueite of Real
Distinction

By ANTOINETTE DONNELLY

Authors used to do more right by
thelr Mttle Nells than they have
been dolng of late. ‘Member way
way back when they used Lo en-
dow thelr herolnes with the body
of & wiliow, or with the undulating
movements of & born vamp, or with
a parrlage of greal and regal ma=-
Jesty? Anyway, they used to set the
gal up, I not with the jes of
a goddess, then with som
as good, Bo what think 3
o fletion writer who does t
heralne? Remember ha expects the
lady to do a large bit by way

And this Is how the hera bebolds
her. He turned In his chair and be-
held the lady standing in the door-
way “realing o ne raised hip lke
B ... tred co
e
Bo, now If you have un ungalnly
gosture that you'd just as soon keep
out of lternture, you'd better be
turning the fifty-watt on yersel', or
is It & hundred-watt that tells ev-
eryiling? Anyway, i you're of &
mind to go ufter the old girl (any
age implied) and map out a reform
course for her, beginuing the first
of the year, begit with the gestures
and the posture habits that may be
standing between vou and beauty
fame,

——

Dame Etiquette and her side kick,
Maw Grundy, bave let us down on
many of the rigld old rules of con-
ct. But neither of the named
ides urge us to look like a tired
cow, f'rinstance. They permil us to

took much informality of poature.
That s thoy'd like ua to hold to
the line, since line of body Ia com-
ing to take the big place in all-
houette distinetion,

I wonder if mast of us haven'l one
gesture or posture habit that could
be reformed? Some of us have mone
than one. The point Is that there
fsn't 50 much you can do to a tigure,
mnce you've got it whittled down—
but make it graceful. The truth is
that the trouble with masy of the
reduced figures is that they are not
groceful, They fall into righd, grace-

tion tn my mind that our next great
big beauty movement will be along
these very lines, making gesture and
posture habit as ccacentrated n
study and as (attering to the wom-
an as her current intereat In stl-
houelts remodelling and make-up
ulds,

Doctor Takes Huge
Quantity of Medicine

Leeds, England (h—Dr. A, Hawk-
yard, lord mayor of Leeds, helleves
i his own mediclne, He's taken
25,000 pils in seven years,

*1 am not one of Lhose doctorns,”
he told drupgists here, “who depre-
pato the use of drugs In treating
allments™

The 2000 plils  contalned, he
sald, a half a hundredwelght of
hydrochlorie acid and  mile and
four-fifths of & hundredwnight of
liver extract.
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Announcing

The appointment of Mr, Newell Willlums as District Agent of
The Connecticut Mutunl Life Insurance Company st Salem, Oregon,
effective Junuary 1, 1932,

Mr, Williams is well known to the people of Salem and has had a
wide experience which qualifies him for the position.

Salem ngeney under his direction is, we feel, well equipped
to render our present policy holders and others life insurance service

Mr, Williams will have his office at 200 Masonic Building, Tele-

B THE LOCKWO0OD AGENCY
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