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Chapler 14
*T0 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN"
You did s good jJob with that
hundketehist 4 e
*17 koep it, if you don't mind”
*1 mm the principal sgent of la

Borete,” Flique nnvwered. “Laet s | they

proceed with our ciews. That black-
Dess on the thete—"
*Crude ofl,” Kirk informed us
tmaipsed Jb in here
“We'll check on that,™ Samuris
lnmtld. ~“And then there's (he

*It Iz mnother of the Jittle mys-
Leries” continoed  volubly.
“And that price (ickst for 36 crnts
in the desd hand of monseur—
ibat is yot another.”

The litlle man beamed upon
Samuecls, *But we have our clews
Come, I ghall be your inward eye

We have our artists
Such were those Ut-

urde

cole,

sleur,”

Ber, sald frritably.

r at

Bec? Bamuels persisted. “You must
have got someth out of them.”
Fligue

smifled uigently. “Mon-
sleur does not understand. Le Bal-
afre and Ciceron Bec are not glven
the arntence of death. Instead,
ate t0 ga to 1Tle du Diable
unitl lfe j finlshed. Perhaps they
will cocapw, And if they do thely
fingers will itch for what is left
of those milllon francs, ind (hey
will hum like ten suna for the
throal of that Jules Lacole Mes.
slours,” Fligue's volte became &
whisper, “not for all thy francs on
earth would T be the bhetrayer of
le Balafre and Cleeron Dec now
they have cscaped! And now, M, le
Deputy, do you perosive why those
little ones did not describe to me
that Infainous Lacowe?™
T was glad I was not Julea Ta-

"You've been chasing jade phoe-
nixes over since?” Samuels wanted
ta know,

*T have seen many of them, mon-
Fligite beamed.

“What brought you here?"

Flique had been walting for the
question, He drew forth a wallet
and extracted from i a sheet of
paper which be presented (o Sam-
uels, A clpping from th. classi-
fied columns of a French newspa-
per wax pasted (o the sheel.

“I can't read French,” Samuels

*M. I'Antig will trapslate™

£
-
g
2

muttersd. "Thote names sound fa.

*Ah, you think of those despernte
ones who escaped fram 1'He du Di-
able seven monilis ago, . Those ure
the twn, In June of 1904, those
ihree robbed the Bangue du Midi
in Maorseifles, A million franes was
secured and o patrop of the bank
who uttempted realstance was ahot
That a merchant of an-
tiques, lke M. Hunt— died the next
day. T shail tell you mbout him
Well, those three goi away, I was
then attached to the Moresilles po
lee and 1 was dizected fo secure
their apprehenalon.

“Soon I received an Informalion
conitrning two of thowe three—Ole-
crun Bee and le Balafre. There
was & combat, bul those rascals
wore overoome and we took them
awny., But what of Juiss Lacote?
Messlours, I cannot tell you.

*Well, those candille were sen-
tenced to ITle du Diable, where
Frunce sends her Wil ones Lo re-
peot of thelr sins. But of Lacole
and that milllon franes we hear
nothing since. But what has all this
to do with Anatole Flique In the
bome of M. Pamdas?"

Fligue paused dramationlly;
then, “Messiours, I am hore
cale of that jade phoenix.”

We could moy have been more
stariled. Samuels shook his

"Where does the phoenix come
i7" he demanded tersely,

Fligue coplinued, exuberantly
cheerful again.

“It 1s an astonishing thing! That
merchont of antiques recognized
Jules Lacote, who sbot him, Ia-
cole, It seemed, had been Intrigued
by a plece of art in that merchant’s
ahop and had bought it
Must T tell mondleur what fs was
that Jules Lacote bought?™

“I guess you don't need 0, Sam-
uoly muttered.
same phoenix.”

“We alinll see” and Plique shrug
ged. “DBut uudmltmthuu
muhel‘lnrdmuxelutkwhvmdd
mot have spent s thousand iranes

and
be-

on s trifle of Jade” Spence, Christ
“Yoit have s description of 1his|oojlege .T';” t;m‘l,:dau lru-;lmam.'rl
Jo:n- I..nmte?‘ Bamuels asked, schools (o experimont with the

*wmu, nre thay?
antigues died maving

the United
ngriculture beljome the (enderness
of ment s hereditary.

been perfected and Us now being
used in & coperalive research pro-
wram withh 30 state experiment sta-

You mee? quired to cui through the meat

»: [DUMB DORA

But i okn't b the to give remarkably high correlst-
. [lon with the opinlon of judges who

sample and score Lhe meat after it
has been machine tested,

Fligue murmured.

A typowritten legend indicated
that the elipping had been cut from
the Clarion du Matin, a Marseilles
newnpaper, I resd the legend and
thon the clipping:

IO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
"I} you nre Jooking for o
nde phoenix that waa bought

In Muarseilles 25 years ago, you

miay find it i the home of Mr.

Dan Pamdes, S8an Lucas Lsland,

Callfornia®

Fligue beamed ngrocably ot us
whilst we digested thly Informs
Bamuels took the paper, stared at
it. folded it slowly, and tucked it
into a vest pocket.

*“I'll keep this, If you ‘don't mind,”
he mald in a volee thak hed Jost
ita Umbre

iTd be Continued)

SGIENTISTS STUDY
MEAT TENDERNESS

Washington (" —Seientiats of
States department of

A machine to tes) tendernssy hos

tiots secking to isolate and per-
peluate factors of tendernesa

The nsimple testing apparatus
conalsts of & blade so afmanged that
it may be drawn through amall
pleces of meat by exerting pressure
with a hand erank.

A scale records Lhe pressure re-

The mauchine which has

Cambridge, England (P—William

he had
been ahot by & man to whom he had
mold a phosalx n! Jnde—that was
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A Close Call

LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE

AN THEY X ABOUT
Mt\ca ﬁumut cn-md'
ENV Mlﬂﬁ!‘. 30' BUT

TIRED AN GWE LFP

CHASIN UST THEM
| MUST HAVE SEEM
OUR TRACKS =~

By Harold Gray

PO YOU SPEAK

FRENCH?

- —
waf GLENN CHARLIN
WAL FORREST

' d OMMY 1S
STUCK IN

WAS THROWN
8y “HYPoO;
CHARLEY'S
THUGS~—-8BOT
HIS FEET ARE
oV gorTom!
| HEARING A
NOISE AND
THINKING [T
THE BANDITS
RETURNIN G
HE “OUCKED
UNDER” THE
SURFACE=-=~

434

" { Houy smokes!
WHAT A PLACE

WAS | HEARD!

"PLAY" BEAVER!

NO GOOD OVER
THERE! CAN'T
DO! QUICK=SAND

TO STAGE A )
"ot et

P BEAV 2
WONDER WHAT S L ANSE 16 AL ER . WHITE ENEMY]/
OR WHO IT HIS! NOW TO

{ The Gentle Reminder

COME ON, DORA - QUIT WORRYIN'
ABOUT THAT AUNT OF YOURS »
THAT'S Wiy I'M THROWIN'
THIS PCNIC LUNCHM =« TO
GET YouR MIND
OFF T,

all.  Poor fellow ses In ng,
“But what lm le Balafre mnd |banking.
ution of Yes T |
L ::I':l'i.ﬂ:::f". Bolutlan of Yesterday's Puziie ::“.:“ ';
o
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NOW GET THAT TOPIC OFF
YOUR MIND AND SAIL INTD
THE LUNCH » 1'M GOING
DOwWN TO THAT BROOK
AND GET SOME

POOR KID«+ 1 SUPPOSE
AUNTS ARE FINE AN' ALL
THAT .. BUT IF THIS {
PICNIC'S GOING TO
BE A SUCCESS ,T'LL
HAVE TO GET HER TOD
FORGET SHE EVER
HAD AN AUNT..

By George Mrﬂ-l:mns-

YOU ARE GOMG TO CALL "N
COUMT DE LRRIOUS TO-AIGHT
AND OON'T YOU DARE LEAVE

|

HS HOOSE - 'LL PHOME LATER
TO BE ‘.‘:URE Nou mg

HES OUT OF TOWN -
FVE BEEN YrTTING
THERE ALL EVENIN |
WAITIN' FER You
TO PHONE -

| 3 HOURY LATER|

YOUR WIFE BHOMNED «SiR- |
A0 SAI0 YO SHOULD |

COME HOME NOAS: —

%‘:TT.‘;-G?DJ L, ME
" AGHT wm\"r ™E
OVER* ) ] cCounNT

: SAaD-

{ W
!-ﬁl

By Bud Fisher

WHOA. T THE CEMNEUS

TARER. : SaT FouR

FIRST

CusTOMER

IVE LosT
L]
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