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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE a ci Call
By Harold (inyureter at OlAJttCG.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN"
You did a good Job with that

handkerchief, Samuels conceded.
Ill keen It. If you donl mind."
"I am the principal agent of la

Burete," Flique answered. "Let us
proceed with our clews. That black
ness on uie carpet mere

"Crude oil," Kirk Informed
"Somebody traipsed It in here.'

"Well check on that," Samuels
grunted. "And then there's the
phoenix."

"It is another of the little mys-
teries," Flique continued volubly.
"And that price ticket for 35 cents
In the dead hand of monsieur
that is yet another."

The Utile man beamed upon
Samuels. "But we have our clews.
Come, I shall be your inward eye
and you shall be the outward eye."

"Fair enough," Somuels grinned.
"You might begin by telling us
what brought you to San Lucas."

Flique chucked. "You have me
there, my friend. I have been at
the house three times during the
past four months. It is an old story

25 years old. I speak of the rob-

bery of the Banque du Midi. You
do not remember that robbery. And
why should you? You hc.e them
every hour. But in my nance
c'est dlflerent. We have our artists
of the crime. Such were those lit
tle ones, Jules Lacote, Ciceron Bee,
and le Balafre. The Scarred One."

"Bee and le Balafre," Samuels
muttered. "Those names sound la

Ah, you think of those desperate
ones who escaped from 1 lie au m
able seven montlis ago, .Those are
the two. In June of 1904, those
three robbed the Banque du Midi
In Marseilles. A million francs was
secured and a patron of the bank
who attempted resistance was snot.
That patron mercluuit of an
tiques, like M. Hunt died the next
day. I shall tell you about nun.
Well, those three got away. I was
then attached to the Marseilles po
lice and I was directed to secure
their apprehension.

"Soon I received an Information
concerning two of those three Cic
eron Bee and le Balafre. There
was a combat, but those rascals
were overcome and we took them
away. But what of Jules Lacote?
Messieurs, I cannot tell you.

"Well, those canaille were sen-
tenced to l'lle du Oiable, where
France sends her little ones to re-

pent of their sins. But of Lacote
and that million francs we hear
nothing since. But what has all this
to do with Anatole Flique In the
borne of M. Parados?"

Flique paused dramatically: and
then, "Messieurs, I am here be-

cause of that Jade phuenlx."
We could not have been more

startled. Samuels shook his head.
"Where does the phoenix come

In?" he demanded tersely.
Flique continued, exuberantly

cheerful again.
"It Is an astonishing thing! That

merchant of antiques recognized
Jules Lacote, who shot him. La-

cote, It seemed, had been Intrigued
by a piece of art In that merchant's
shop and had bought it. You see?
Mait I tell monsieur what la was
that Jules Lacote bought?"

"I guess you don't need to," Sam-
uels muttered. "But it can't be the
same phoenix." -

"We shall tee," and Flique shrug-te-

"But it Is clear that this La-
cote believed tn the luck or he would
not have spent a thousand francs
on a trifle of jade."

"You have a description of this
Jules Lacote?" Samuels asked.

"Oh, several." and Flique chuck-
led. "That he is tall and blond
that he is dark and hooknosed; and
that he is fat and the color of blood.
Ah, those descriptions, M. le Dep-
uty!" and Flique chuckled again.
"What are they? The merchant of
antiques died raving that he bad
been shot by a man to whom he had
sold a phoenix of Jade that was

11. Poor fellow!"
"But what about le Balafre and
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have got something out of them."
Flique smiled indulgently. "Mon

sieur does not understand. Le Bal
afre and Ciceron Bee are not given
the sentence of death. Instead,
they are to go to l'lle du Diable
until life Is finished. Perhaps they
will escape. And if they do their
fingers will itch for what Is left
of those million francs, and they
will burn like ten suns fur the
throat of that Jules Lacote. Mes-
sieurs," Fllque's voice became i
whisper, "not for all the franca on
earth would I be the betrayer of
le Balafre and Ciceron Bee now
they have escaped! And new, M. le
Deputy, do you perceive why those
little ones did not describe to me
that infamous Lacote?"

I was glad I was not Jules La
cote.

You've been chasing Jade phoe
nixes ever since?" Samuels wanted
to know.

"I have seen many of them, mon
sieur," Flique beamed.

"What brought you here?"
Flique had been waiting for the

question. He drew forth a wallet
and extracted from it a sheet of
paper which he presented to Sam-
uels. A clipping from tbj classi-
fied columns of a French newspa-
per was pasted to the sheet.

"I can't read French," Samuels
said Irritably.

"M. l'Antlquaire will translate,"
Flique murmured.

A typewritten legend Indicated
that the clipping had been cut from
the Clarion du Matin, a Marseilles
newspaper. I read the legend and
then the clipping:
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

"It you are looking for a
Jade phoenix that was bought
in Marseilles 25 years ago, you
may find it In the home of Mr.
Dan Parados, San Lucas Island,
California."
Flique beamed agreeably at us

whilst we digested this Information.
Samuels took the paper, stared at
it, folded it slowly, and tucked it
into a vest pocket.

"I'll keep this, if you don't mind,"
he said in a voice tna had lost
its timbre. .

(Td be Continued)

SCIENTISTS STUDY

MEAT TENDERNESS

Washington VP) Scientists of
the United States department of
agriculture beljesje the tenderness
of meat Is hereditary.

A machine to test tenderness has
been perfected and lis now being
used in a coperative research pro-
gram with 30 state experiment sta
tions seeking to isolate and per-
petuate factors of tenderness.

The simple testing apparatus
consists of a blade so arranged that
it may be drawn through small
pieces of meat by exerting pressure
with a hand crank.

A scale records the pressure re
quired to cut through the meat.

.The machine which has been
used to test more than 3.000 sam
pies of pork, beef and lamb Is said
to give remarkably high correlat

I

ion with the opinion of Judges who
sample and score the meat after It
hat been machine tested. I

I

Cambridge, England
8pence, master of Corpus Christ!
college of Cambridge university,
schools to experiment with the
thinks It it a mistake for American
English house and tutorial system
because they do not fit with Amer
ican Ideals and traditions.

Moscow i To train efficient
business men with Marxian princi
ples, the commissariat of trade hat
decided to open commercial acade
mies in the chief cities giving cour
ses in merchandising, credit and
banking.
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