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*When Prinkipg Joat the War-
wichshiire and dropped 17,000 pounds
for me—he dropped his own repu-
tation at the same time, When It
came to seliing him I could get
only 20 pounds for him” Teddy
related.

“When I found mysell with 250
pounds after the card game with
those three men I wont and bought
Prinkipo back for 2%, Then on
borrowed money I entered him in
the Cambsidgeshice Plate. With
more borTowed money 1 backed him
to win. He was & 40-t80-1 shol.

“You abiould have seen that horse
run, my dear, He led them all from
the atarting-gete, and turmed round
and lsughed at them. 1 told my
Jockey to get maway from the be-
ginning, and not to let any of them
get around him afterwards, and he
did just that, I tnade 11,000 pounds
After paying all my debta™

“Cracious goodness, Teddy!™

*And thata not all, Frinkipo s
now a great horse. I have had an
offer of 8,000 pounds for bim, Bul
1 won't séll. T will tell you pres-
ently what T am going to do with
hin, And even thai la not all”

*W-what else can there be, Ted-
dy?

*1 took that 10000 to the Od
Top, 1 took it in bank-notes of
large denomination, and even then
It Jooked aquite & wad, ‘There's
something persuasive about bank-
notes which there lan't sbout a
chec

k.

“And I sald in my best manner:
Lopok here, Oid Top, alr, here is 11~
000 pounds off that debt of 17000
which you ciearad up for me, Hke
the topping old sport you are, And
whent I've got the other six thou,
I bring i along’ And what do
you think the Oid Top did?™
u“(}bodnru lowa,”™ sald Jacque-

ne.

“He took me in his syms and
wept mlt tears on my neck, Then
the mater came in, and ahe wept
salt tears on my other neck. [
mean on the other side of my necl.
1 was shockingly wet, And they
called me the prodigal son, and all
that sort of thing, you know, and
mnde no end of A fuss,

“You see, when vou gamble and
lose all your money, you are a
trighttul example, and not worth
burying. But when you gnmble and
win, you are mather a clever fellow,
don't you know, and they kili the
Iatted calf.

“Ihie Old Top didn't wani to ac-
cept the 11,000, but I made him. He
mald If 1 eould make 11000 in three
woetks out ol nothing then 1 waa
net such & fool aa 1 looked. And
he begged my pardon, He did
Think of 1. DBegged my pardon
Are you pleased, Jacqueline?

“Of course, Teddy. You are »
wonderful man, and Prinkipo 1= a
dear, Now tell mo what you mro
going to do with Prinkipo. I fe¢l
that I ahall always Jove him.*

“That’s right. I want you to love
Prinkipo, becauss I am going to
kive him to you for a wedding pres-
eni—when you marty me™

*Teddy!™ -

She went very white, and woild
have stood up. But Teddy had
turned round now, and was on his
knees holding both her hands so
hm.!rl: she could not get away [rom

"Jacqueline—you are the sweel-
oat, the most beautiful, the most
generois, the most wonderful girl
that ever was—-*

*Teddy, T am not, You miust not
may those things, You don't know
anything about me, Yeu have only
steny wie a few Umes, and—and I
am not even a niee girl-not very
tlge ™

“Darlingeat!™ cried Toddy., bes
coming sloguent in hls ssmestness,

"you are Lhe most enchanting and
precious thing that has ever comé
into my lfe. 1 have never wanted
anything as I want your love and
you. I know 1 am wll sorta of a
tool, Jaegueline darling, and you
Are & dear, beautiful, quick-witled,
clever litle thing—and perbaps
you find me peeity dull. Bul I be-
Heve there b something In me
somewhere, It may be & loug way
down, and want a lot of digging
up, 1 believe I could do something
worth while some day f T had you
1o do 14 for, Darling, If oaly you
will be my wife, I am sure 1 cap—"

A sob cut short his esger protes-
tations, Jusquellne’s head wis bent
and her shoulders shaking.

“Juequeline, dear, what 1s H? 1
am u» bhrute. 1 am hurting  you
somehow—"

“No, no, Teddy. You are not
hurting me, It s very aweet to
hear you say thomse things (o me—
to know that you think se much
of me. O, If only 1 were worthy
of H—~>

"My dear, you are worthy of a
much better man than 1 am—a
thousand times botter. Now that
T i all right wilth Lhe Old Top, 1
ean give you all you want, thank
goodness!  That s all you may
want in the materinl sense. But
whal am I aspart from that? A
pretiy dull sort of fellow, with not
mueh brains, if any—-

“You are a very sweel boy, Ted-
dy.”

“It & generous of you Lo say o,
Jacquellne, and to think so. Now
will you tell me something which
1 want (o hear even more. Do you
love me?*

“I—=have told you so already, Ted-
dy.*

“Tell me again, sweetheart, be-
cause i I Hve to be very old I shall
never hear I often enoagh.”™

But Jacquellne, instead of telling
him, burst lutg (ears

‘Teddy sprang to his feet, full of
dismay and contrition. “Jacqueline,
my darling, what have 1 done?
What a brute T am te worry you
sat My darling, please don’t cry.
Good Lord, I would not hove nald
a word if T had drenmed it would
upsey you™

“No, no, Teddy, you have not up-
set me, T—1 want to tell you wome-
thing, but I don't think I can to-
day. You must give me s litle
more time. You have taken me
rather by surprise”

All the Joy secrmed to have gone
out of her, and Teddy looked al her
with comcern,

“But you love me, Jacqueling?™

“Yea, T love you, Teddy, demr”

*And there ias nobody clse?™

“Nobody else, Teddy.”

“Then thals all T want, That
quite enough to make me happy,
and all the rest ean wall. Of
course, I have beon a bit of & brute.
That's the worst of me; I always
g0 at things lke s bull st a gate.
Bo I am golog away now, but 1
shall come again tomorrow, and ask
you to marry me. I am sure the
come you; and as for me, 1 shall
Old Top aod the mater will wel-
worslilp you all my life, Jacqueline,
Are you sure it Is pot this fellow
Carew whio in upseiting you?™

"No: I am not upset over him™

“Has he been asking you to mar-
ty him, or anything sbsurd llke
Lhat?™

“Yeu, he did ask me™

“The bounder,” cried Teddy. “The
concelted puppy. [ thought as
much, What does he think he 7"

“But I refused him, Teddy.*

“You angel”

“And if ever you happen lo meel
ML Carcw, Teddy, you can, If.you
like, give Mim a plece of your mind
Because he annoyed me very much.*

“Did he!* returned Teddy grim-
ly, with a red lght In his eyes,
“Leave bim to me® .

“But you are not to do anything
violent, lks you did to those men
in the flat, You might kill him,
and then you would be hanged
And what would I do then?™

*l promise you'* veplisd Teddy

saolemnly, “that 1 will oot kill him."
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