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Enid
u-psnm the Murkman mansion
Iroin » urwtilu l.prunrnl. house.
It was narrow
that the only }mtl.nuunu she fould
think of for its existence sy that
it might perhapa furnish light and
alr to (he rooms of the larger bulld-
ing, Thanks to tha telephone diree-
tory, she had found Murkman's
house eastly, It wns, ma she had
thouxht, just o little west of Park
avonue, snd she waxr guite sure no
one had sten her wheén, n moment
#go, she had stepped Into the area-
way from the stret
Now sha moved silently along kt
marching for the basement win-
dow, It was very dark. She was
giad of that Certaluly ]l?d ond
passing by on the stréet oo e
her nnw. Here nnd there above her
were V'ghted windows In the apart-
i ment Loose, but they did not dispel
the lower and the Murk- |
man hojuse natarally was o black-
ness,

Those lghted windows! She
halted suddenly and looked up at
them. Buppose someone were watch-
ing frum one of those windows!
Her lpa Ughtented. Yes, ahe was

~ sygrald—afraid of everything to-
! night!

She had beem afrald when she
- had left Martha Debbine's house,
and more ufraid the moment she
hsd eatered this sreaway,
&he stood for a full minute sewn-
ning the windows,
| oge at any of them.

There waa 10

| She went on again, hugging chose
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course, but she-dit not know what

knees now, working herself in fect
first through the window, hut her
eyes were constantly stanning the
lighted windows of the ent
house. I8 was. not qulh.- B9 cony us
i had sppeared 40 be

The Basement' window was ob-
long In sdiape, and, though amply
long etnugh, wias hardly (wo foel
In helght. Bhe could scarogly
sguesss through—dx 1 whs, Moz-
tha's hat, with ils  prepasterous
brim caught on the casemest nnd
was nearly pulled from Her Band,

Her feet, just a2 ahe was about
to leb go and drop, tsuched. the
basemont floor bolow. Gho &lood
up. The window sl was Just o
little above her shoulders, Ehe
resctied owt and, sa well az she
eould, pulled the grill back on the
sill. It did not fit perfectly by nuy
means, but certalnly no one chanc-
Ing tn Mhe. arcaway would notics
ihat it was out of place,
closed thid window,

It wan inky hiack {nulde—almost
&3 biack as it had been in the “hird
cago” last night. But tonight abe
had come provided agalost that;
and now the flash lght which ahe
had purchased on Ner way Across
town sent its round white ray in-
gulsitively about her, She was in
& cellar of course—concrete-{looted.
And, what alone goocerned her, di-
rectly in front of her were {he zialr
leading to/ the floor above.

She mounted these rapldly, and
emerged into whay the fash light

Then ahe | ¢
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up agatnst the wall of the Murk-{enabled ber to see waan a0 sart of
man mansion, bull so far s she lpeniey, Here (hete wers  several
could make out In the gloom, It|gogrs, She opened the one that ab-
| was not until she waf pear the ex- vioualy wmve on the front purtion iz e
treme end of the nreaway that she lgf the house, and, stepping for- ena-

| came upan the bassment window
she wis looking for—and then only

| to find hemell peering down at 1t | ywyy, : : =
| it sudden dlzmay, It was gquite ac-| And now she slood sl for an By GLENS CHAFVIN
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ward, found tersell In the resr of
what was obvioualy the maln hall-
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back and stood staringgheiplessly
at the iron grill. There Suan’t any
mistake—at least, she had Dot
made any. ‘Thal was what thes code
meésage sald: “Basement window
areawny.” And this was Lhe only
one there was—one with an fron
grillt

Under the flopped brim of her
hat she pamed her band nervoualy
aoross her lovelend, What was she
to do?

Mechanically she bent down to
examine the grill more closely—
and as nhe touched it, she drew her
breath In sharply, It was loose;
and nop only loose, but now, sy she
put = litle presurs upon 1t it
tame awny rendily in her hand.

Bho amiled ut hersell thinly, Of
eotirse! She wan stupid! This had
all been “fixed” long ago, " 4

ghe lifted the grill Just enough|iHa

to one side (o free the window, and
tried the window ltself. Tt opened
{oward—eanily, Nor did I8 make
any sound.  Well-ollkd hinges, of
course! Whonver had prepared the
way had left nothing undone!

A vague wonder come fo her.
Enowing the Jocation and combina-
tion of the wall safe, and with the
means of entry into the house al-
ready provided for, it seemed
strangoe that the safo lsell should
still have been left untonched
méroly bocause the house hnd nob
been entirely unoceupled untll now.
Burely it could have been Jooted
without n sleeping houschold, say,
being any the wiser for it

Buch things had been done often

enough. Why not hare? There must

b-ﬂﬂlﬂmtor

it, of

house.  There were beautiful rugs

on the floar. The doors of the *mm .
d.

epening tote the hall were
Buch detalls ahe nbeorbed
sclously—but shie was not .
with™ her lmmedinte surroundingi.
The library was on the second floor,
the floar above,

Her first stepw, as she began to
mount the maln stalreay, startied
her, for the sllence in the house
wns suddenly broken. There waa
1o carpet on Lhe stalrs, The stairs

wore bare, poliihed wood. Her foot- |

stepa vinttersd., Instinctively she
began to tiptos,

Hut that was stopld—absurd!
Bhe bit nt her lp: again In vexa-
tiori. Were her own footateps go=
ing to send her into & panic? Peo-

e out on st strest couldn't hear

oaren gf the honse every
ime the Went up and down
the atalr, eould they? Well, then?

She sacended the remalning
slatrs In & natural manner—but
the beam of Ught' that played ahesd
of her wavered a litle, and was
not quite so stendy ns before.

Disqiiet had come upan ber more
strongly than ever, She tried Lo tell
hersolf  reassuringly  that  there
wasnt anything to fear; that the
worst of It was over now thal ahe

Fhad got safely lnto the house: and

that 1t wouldn'y take much longer
—junt o fow minules needid to
opet:s the wall safe—and then abe
would be out ol the house again
A tremulous Hithe smile came. Yea,
ghe knew all that, but It did pob
aller the fact tlut she was des-
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MISS INFORMED,
DID You eveR
See MuTT

] BUT- 1+ l GO AMEAD WITH |
“ES=- N —THE. S\N=CAR T
| — WELL? GARAGE -
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B BRUTAL ABoUT e
MEIGRT wilL Be THe
Bl PRICE oF A T\CKeT.

MEITHER DID ANYBGDY |
ELSE. THE oNLY THING

MoS3

§ THE onLY THING
\ wWiLL BE

THE SHA ofF

MuUTT's LEGS—

AND TIE opLY THMS
0 WILL BE THE
ITees ARoLND
THE ARC. LIGHTS.
JAMES, SHow
MISS INFORMED
THE DooR !




