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Chapter
LOVE BECKONS
A rap al e dogr snd Douglas had sopped to my that Leon had

entered obvicusly snxious to talk

to Morse, Anne took advantage of

the Inlerruption and  terned W

leave. Morse followed her to the

i door and sadd In & quiet wvoice, “To-
moarrow then?™

+"As you like.” ghe nasented.

Ehe found her aunt sitting by a
reading lamp apparently much en-
grossed In her knltiing. “Shall we
®0 upstairs? Anne ashked, and with-
out walting for an amswer went to
lser Toom. Her nunt joined her there

“Mr. Morse has nsked me 10 mnur-
¥ him” Anne annotunced abrupily.

Mrz. Wilmot Jooked acios at her
coldly, “Well, and jou refused him,
I suppose?™

“My dear Aunt Emily—"

*Nothing that you cpuld possibly
do wonld surpriss e

There was a alletice. The older
woman adjusted heresell near the
jamp on the table and spread out
lier knitting again.

I certainly did not refuse hln™

b Anpe mid after a thne, “But he
stipulated that the wedding should
take plase ‘tomorrow.” 1 think™ she
layghed a Uttle, “he W alrald to
walt., You see. the other man did
sirve o purpose after all(™

The woman on the other side of
e fable grunted enlgmatieally
*Well, you won't marry him tomor-
row o the day after sither,” she
sild decliively, I will apeak to Leon
mynell—*

“My desr Auniie—" Annpe stood
up. “we cortainly can't afford to be
squeamith about trifles—to swallow
n whale andd then gulp at s minnow!
For the rest,” she added lightly, ~I
Tanoy we'll do just about as he says
froun now on, you and 1. Tha hand
that polls the purse strings, you
know—by the way, that was what
I told him--*

—

door twice, ‘but she had sent her
away for the night M Wilmot

gone down 10 the eotistruction cam
and would not be back until e
She had had a mast =mildactory
talk with bim, and thought It was
better to have the wedding oo the
morrow and avold the ueupl fus
and bother. Anne had only smiled
|engely o berself

She switehed off the lghts and
stepped through one of the French
windows onto & small rustie balceny
At the fronl. She pressed her fore-
head ngainst the rough. cool sur-
iace of one of the rustic plllam. Be-
low her on the porch, she could
make oul two med clrcles—the tips
ol Mourse's and Douglas® elgars, Ap-|
parentiy they hsd just returtied,
l'l."'hrtr voloos came up 1o her, & mere
subdued mnd meaningless murmue
but she had much (o think about.

Well, ahe told herself, the inter-
lude was over—moupiaimn madness
lor whatever madness it had been.
IIn a few days now—or & fow woeks,
212 would be going back to New York
end everything would be just the
mme as If ahe had never come out
here o the motintaliis, never seen
|Beott, Glonn—never lived more in
Ithose all too brie! moments that he
had held ber in the magie elrcle of
his arms than In the rest of her
life put together, At all events, she
woutld go ne more inte the moun-
talns. Hhe must put Glenn and the
1 tthe cabin an ths high boulder care-
{Tully out of her mind.

Occasionally in the years to come
perhips there would be m quiel mo-
ment whisn ahe might smile patron-
lzingly, & Wle contemptumualy no
doubt, at the recollection of that
crazy, stur-ghasing [nterlide when
Abe hnd come 80 dangerouidy near
to throwing hersell away on o "hor-
it whe lived in o hut in the moun-
ladns "
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"¥ou medern girts are beyond | Perhaps Glenn was sitting At s A Desperale Chance “and UAL, VORRIES
me" her gunt confessed with n|moment before the paper-littered = — == k
peroloxed shake ef ber hesd, table which Eheb—ahnggy, hostile e 50 FAR EVERY- : ===

Ao Lfted her eyobrown amused.
Iy, "Well; we have debts that must
be piid—it was no good minging
matters, T think he llked t—my be-
Ing s0 [rank” 8he started toward
the other room. “Good night, Aun-
e, Tin goioy 10 hed.”

M, Wilmeot Inoked after her pro-

teatingly, “You don't tmean you'r 4T ToMMY =
" Vo o T simigh o,
B UL S A ery sense oy the slsritosned out | oG s, AWAY

“Thats Jusy what T do mean, You
can (¢l the bridegroom-to-be that
I hive n hoadache or that I'm rest-
ing lor tomorrow's ordes] or—
whatever you Hke—*

Wilh ber hand on the door knob,
hosever, Anne pupsed then Jeaned
acrods and lald one haod thaidly
over L busy, plump old fingers
“Ib inowetderful, fsn't §t, Auntie?—
to know that ite all settied—that
we don't lave 10 warry any more

| aboul money or ereditors or—hus-
Pandat”

“Well, 1% pol seltled any too
poon.” The [ngers were withdrawn
with 6 answering movement, “But
=T'm plad you've had sense enough
to do your duty at lust™

Anne et ot own hand allp un-

obtrisively from the lable. “Yon sleoplog sorvinls, unbalied a door Dm DOR‘A

did menn what you sald tonight, and alipped out into the o

i’ you, Aunt Emily—down there " .

AL the dinner tabled™ i org b Bl s peady R

ol Sheb—didun't keep dusted us well
i he ought, flguring over that bluoe
print, After all, though, he was {in-
ished, nnother one somewhere el
0o doubt. He was o busy man—per-
haps & woman maore or Iass wouldny
make mucl difference in the long

over the ralling. Glenn's dam-—the
resarvoir—|  Thise were the wvery
words abhe had inadvertently caught
from Dbelow, Bhe straived forward,
almost bolding her breath In her
tagorness (o hear more, gradunlly
accommodaiing her besring to the
mumbled tones beneath her on the
porch. She gleaned u word here, &
phrase Lhere; pleced them slowly
into sentences, the meaning of which’
left her stunned and eold,

EBhe roused hersell sontehed o
swealer from a chulr, donned her
boots and. Wirust ber band Into the
right pocket to make sure the re-
volver was still there,

Piyo minutes later, she crept

1
tiptoed past Lhe quarters of Lhe

down the back staim, |2
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5 NO NIGHTMARE, BETTY BUT IF

Mrn, Wilmot peered up st her
kaenly. "I certuinly did” she sald.
"Thank you” Aune luughed light.
Iy aa ehe atatled agaln towards her

INCTHIS BNLIGHTENED
AGE, SUCH AM INANE
STORY COULD BE
WRITTEN-+ = YOuR

THAT WE GO TO
A DOCTOR AND

=" OM, \
HAVE OUR vBADS ,} DOMT LET

bedriom door, "AL leaat, you've al- PLOT WAS POSITIVELY ! =\ wv‘gu
woyi boen lonest  with me. I'm WBECILIC AND “\ root E ;
grateful for that, Good night™ THE DIALOGUE L L

Tears stung hot and
ngningt her pyelids us she ¢

ihe dodr quickly behind her and
gropad her way through the dark-
ness 10 ber bed, but she daahed
them awny impatiently.

A night, she was siill sliting
ol her

Tully dressed on the edyge
bed. Delphine had on_her
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