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Selling “Raw’ Water

That staunch defénder of the rights of the people, thut |~
except when the other fellow's religion Iz attacked or his
personal rights infringed, the Portland Journal, throws a
cataleptic fit over the fact that the Portland Electric Power
Company is utilizing water from the Willamette river at Ore-
gon City falls commercially. Says the Journal in discover-
ing the calamitous procedure:

That raw water from the Willamette river b
mills at Oregon City, and the proceeds go into the p.nit d
nulility was declared by witnesses at the rtland rale I: aring. * *
The corpoarmtion’s right 1o the water that |I utes 1o develop hydro-slectrie
current s admitted, But on what theory, under what kind of law, by
what normal principle; on what poligy In government can a corporation
or individunls become owner of the running waler In a navigable river
and without dolng anything 10 put value into that water, sell it and poc-
ket the proceeds? * ¢ % 1t i indefensible, becauss it can not atund
in reasom or tn morals, I¢ fp lnexcusable, because the publie officialy of
Oregon bave never had the right, authotity, or pretext on which 1o per-
mit the free waler of the Willamette o be applied In w0 prepostorous a

Rame.

It is hard to figure out what the Journal meant to say,
except to appeal to popular prajudice along the approved
lines of corporation baiting. The company has a perfectly
valid title to the site, the plant, and to the water, owning not
only the power and water rights but the raparian ru-!htw—-
and has had l'nr many years. The Journal objects Lo the sale
of “raw water,” Does the Journal think it should be cooked
before sale? And our laws permit any municipility, corpor-
ation or individua!l to utilize “running water in a navigable
stream” to develop, sell and pocket the proceeds under state
regulation, providing stipulated conditions are complied
with.

Not only the “free wiiter of the Willamette™ but that of
other streams is similarly utilized, and the use sanctioned by
Inw, If it wasn't, we would have little power, industrial or
irvigation development. Salem industries similarly utilize
the free water of the Santinm through Mill Creck, the water
company sells us the free water of the Willamette
some times it is quite raw—while districts and indiv
approprinte it for irrigation and domeslic uses. What is lli!'l ¢
preposterous’ about it?

This effusion should win the Portland Journal the Pul-
jtizer prize for “raw” journalism. If there fsn't such an
award, there ought to be.
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“Restocking” Streams
The superintendent of state hatcheries yeports that
more thin one million teout will have been planted in Linn,
Mavion and Clackamas counties when the stale game com-
mission conelides the atream rehabilitation work in these
counties. All stock is being taken from Roaring River hatel
L4}

This is caleulated to make the sportsmen happy. A
million fith scems an illimitable number and the
onece visions restocked streams sufficient even to
griéed of the fish hogs and 8o boom the sale of licenses,

But a million fry do not go far when distribisted through
hundreds of miles of streams, And the mortality of ph
fiah, even of yearlings, in new survoundings, Is high.
survivors will goon be eleaned out by the increasing army of
anglers,

The fly in the oitment is that thess trox
Eunstern Brook, and experience has shown there
or two streams in Oregon where Lhis wvariely
though theve are many mountain | in which they flour-
ish at the expense of native varieties, with which they should
never be planted, for they spell the Inttes’s extermination,

The imported-E
eurly winter., The winter floods sweep away the eggs bofore
batching, Hence they donot flouvish in Oregon streamas, The
native trout, eut-throst (black-spotted) and rainbow (redaide

are mostiy
are but one

propagates,

and steelhead) spawn in the late winter or spring, after the |
flood,period, a wise provision of nature for reproduction, In |

the enst, the flood period i4 in the spring,
trout has hatehed,

Why does the gnme comm n not confine itself to na.
tive trout? Bocause Eastern Brook eggs are cheaper and
more plentiful and ensicr hatched and reaved. So to salisfy
popular demands and muke a quantity showing, the foreign
fish unsuited to our streams, are substituled, It probably
makes little differénce in the long run, for the sportamen will
catch out in a year all that are planted and protest any such
1hing as closire over a period of yoars lo insure whking.
Hence the unnual planting and the perennial slaughter of the
planted,

Up to the La\\\ ers

The Oregon judleial council,
the circuit beneh has ununimously

members of
favor of the|

composed of
decided in

reform of court procedure in the follo g five poinl pro-
gram:
That persons scquitted of cr i on plean of losanity be sent d to

MeTvm At irant three years in insane hospitals without
purpus,

That a defendant who rellia on
must when he entera his plea de
sanlty.’

That the persmplory ¢
be the same as allowed

rigin

Jurors aae to rul qQua II' ation

That n defondant In a ¢
except In cases where Lle Lmjr

Of the advisability
queation, Much the same recommendations have been made
previously, only to be rojected by the logislature, which Is
largely composed of lawyers who profit by the existing syu-
tem, The judges can prepare and submit the bills, but (hey
cannot very well lobby for them. The bar association lobby
is only Interested in salary raises and the creation of new
iudsm. S0 the great “constitutional” lawyern in the legia-
ature smother the reforms in committee or defeat them on
the floor.

The lawyers, not the judges, are to blame for the abuses
that have crept into court procedure, They dominate the
legislature. They eomprise the bar association, They have
it in their power to effect needed reforms, of which this pro-
gram Is but the beginning. But will they?
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In proposing its gigantic plans for merging the rall lines of the
eountry into 19 systems, the interstate commerce commission, in
general terms, proposed & substantial approval of the consolidation
plans advanced in several forma by O, P. Van Sweringen (left) und
M. J. Van Sweringen of Cleveland, |
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BIG GRASH .|
Prices! |/

Entire Stock of Oregon Shoe Company on Sale
All This Week at

Tl e

SHOES FORMERLY SOLD FROM 85.00 TO $15.00 '
High Top Boots and Englicsh Shoes Excepted

OREGON SHOE CO.

326 State Street—Next to Ladd & Bush Bank
STANLEY BURGESS, Mgr.




