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Blame Rests On Hoover
Though eight months have pussed since President
floover appointed his commission on law enforcement, no re-
port of any kind has been forthcoming and whatever hear-
ings have been held, have been behind closed doo This has
resulted in an attack in the Senate on the commission and a
notice that “not another dollay” will be appropriated to the
commission unless it speedily submits x report of some kind.
Senutor Glass of Virginia who was the author of the
£250,000 fund for the commission, charges that the original
purpose—investigation of prohibition—had been “shunted
aside,” He declured:

This dssion was inted principally, If not solely,
pose of Inquiring into pmlllhlum but until Jast wetk not
the commission had even read the provision In the ap
authorizing jts constitution. It Is the madt extraordin exhibition of
indifference to the expressed wiil of congress that 1 ever have known,

The commission is not entively at fault. Though Mr,
Hoover promised during the campaign an investigation of
prohibition, by the time the commission was appointed, he
had broadened the scope to include an investigation of all
law enforcement, a mammoth undertaking of a complicated
subject. In demanding a plan for the enforcement of all law,
Mr. Hoover took the untenable ground that legislators are
not primarily accountable for the enforcement of their sta-
tutes by masuming that the executive and judiciary depart-
ments alone need reformation, He does not propose the de-
sirubility or necessity of amending an unenforcible law to
conform to public opinion.

Writing upon the problem of law enforcement
Yale Review, Walter Lippmun, comnmets as {
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one such law from the breaches of olher
a3 a district problem in slatesmanship, 2 A
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Crocodile Tears

The Union Pacific railvond announces, through its legal
department, that it will contest the validity of the order of
the Interstate Commerce Commission requiring the building
of the tr

The contest is unquestionably inspired because consbrue-
tion of the line disrupls its traffic agreement with the South-
ern Pacific for joint use of the Central Pacific and enforces
a breach of the compact made between the Lwo railroad sys-
tems,

The construction of this line I8 necessary Lo complete
the railrond map of Oregon. It was first projected by the
late E. H. Harriman, but when the Southern Pacific and
Union Pacific were segregated from common control and
made seperate systems, the project was dropped for the time
being,

The cross-state line was again advoeated by the Union
Pacific during the contest between the two systems for pos-
session of the Central Pacific, Every argument for its con-
struction presented later before the Commission, was then
advanced by the Union Pacifie, officially and through the
press.  Arthur C. Spencer, the railrond solicitor who now an-
nounces the contest of the construction order, made numer-
ous speeches of the necessity of its construction, not only for
rallroad needs, but for the development of the state, It was
used as a club to foree the Southern Pacific to a satisfactory
agreement on the Central Pacific, This attained, the project
was dropped,

We imagine that the Union Pacific, in contesting the
crogs-line order, i8 merely “saving its face,” under its com-
pact, for if the railrond would pay five years ago, as the
Union Pacific then claimed, it would be a mueh more profit-
able investment now, when it would have a conmnection with
the Great Northern as well as the Southern Pacific. So
probably the Union Pacific is shedding only crocodile tears
over being compelled to carry out its own projoct for its own |
ldumlnm‘
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