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The WINE of LOVE l

CHAPTER XXVII
Duwn crept up with stealthy
tread and Sumner who had nra{-_

ened from fierce it
on, perhaps, by the unpleasant pain
at the back of his neck, went up to
join his pllot at the wheel of the
"Maguolla.*

YHow's she coming?" he Inguired
softly to the still alert watchman.

“All right, I guess," Wilson re-

“What do you want me 1o
do now, alr? IUs getting llght
enpugh for petion™

Sumner was sllent for a moement
ns he guzed mhead at the ship they

- had tralled through the night and
he saw that all was quiet aboard
that small ship of mystery, The sun
was anpouncing |ts promissd revel-
stion by sending a glory of pink and
turguolse noross the enstern sky and
the quiet water hungrily gathered
thess gifts to her bosom and made
hernell beautiful in thelr reflection.

“Pull up along side them, Wi-
son,” sald Sumnor, “and well let
*em know we're here"

The two men started at a slight
sound behind them and Mnagnoliz
Easterday, fresh and lovely in her
long mannish coat greeted them
with & cheery smile.

"Good morning, mates' sho sald,
giving them & smart salute, "how
goes 141

“Pirst wte, Nolla" Sumner an-
swered, Heg gaxed st this swoman
who wns so dear to him, as though
his eyes had found the resting place
they had searched for but despaired
of finding, “We're about to ap-
proach the enemy now, Nolla, and
Td rather you'd get below agaln
Thers may be danger, you know."

ln sat down in n deck
chair and puffed on the clgaretis
she held.

*Then 11l stay where I nm," she
sald coolly. “Think I'll miss sll the
fun it there's golng to be any. Go
ahead, gentlemen, and start your
battle”

The “Magnolls” drew up along
side her quarry nnd signalied with
her raycous hormn—a sound that
tore through the still morning like
a rusty saw through filmy chiffon.

A rough looking indlvidunl In &
dirty gray sweaber appenred on the
deck of the "Viper" and upon sight-
ing the “Magpolis” daried bock
into the ecabln.

Anothier blast from the crulser's
horn brought the man back with o
companion, one whose Appearance
on' the deck of the lthle lron ship
brought n sharp little ory from the
throat of Magoolla Essterday and
& guick ‘grunt ol satisfaction from
Crawford Sumner, The man wos
Mr. Nick Gardener,

“Hellp, Nicko,* cried Magnolia
through cupped hands, "Arp we
too early for breakfast?"

Cardener's expreasion of comle
surprise changed to ove of pro-
found relief and he Isughed.

“rRreakfast 1o half an hour," he
shouted. "Coma on

abonrd ' nnd
Joln my other guests” = * *
“Now Nicko! sald Magnolin
sternly.,  She and Gardener 5“9

bargain, T ugh some n
whim of the gods this girl of yours
was thrown into the plot snd it
damned near rulned i, too. God
knows, I don't want her or that
voung nes who brought her aboard,
either, They're both down in the
main-cabin, locked in, by love" He
glired  defiantly ot agnoli
“Go down and get her and take
her away, Right now won't be too
soon for me®

The gentelman in the gy
and he led the
way to the maln cabin and un-
locked the door, = * *

Nick Oardener and Crawlord
Sumner left ulone In the litle of-
fice statercom regurded one an-
other with hostile eyes and each
waited for the other to speak.

It was Sumner who floally sald:

“Just what is your gime, Gar-
dener? Nob that IS any of my buai-
ness, but I'd ks to know."

Gardener's eyes narrowed and
his smile was not the most pleas-
ant ons to behold.

“No* he sald dryly, “it certaln-
ly Isn't any of your business, Sum-
ner, but I don't mind telling you
what's up my aleeve, T'll not go in-
to details becnusé it would take too
long, but here's the story.”

The two men settled more desp-

Iy Into thelr clinirs wnd Crawford
Sumner walted for the other man
to continue,
a man hex only one
thing in his lfe ho loves, and n
skunic comes along and spolls it for
him, he generally wants his revenge,
doesti't he, Sumner?" Gardner
went o,

The other man nodded.

“Well, that's the way I felt
about It, and that's the story, The
low siunk was Frank T. Loed and
phe only beautiful thing In my lile
that T ever loved wna o little sister,
I had. I say had, because she's dead,
ond I'm glad she 1s now, She did'nt
want to live after—" Gardener rose
to his feet and turned away from
his' listener “after he'd done with
lier

Sumner remalned sllent, but his
brooding eyes had lost their angry
gilnt,

"I found out aboul this little ex-
pedition—this . ltlle rum-running
expeditfon— aond I just neatly
threw a monkey wrench into Mr.
Frank Lord's little plece of mech-
anism. T'm an owner of o wynchi,
you know, Sumner, and I've known
this sea atuff forward and back-
ward. T have all the legal business
that qualifles me to sail a Ehip on
the high sens and my papers per-
mit me to commund n sea-going
vessel, With o few dollars planted
In the right places, I became com-
monder  of this llttle ship and
things were running smoothly tn-
til that young fool Armstrong, who
works for Lord, brought that Tal-
]r_:; gll:relngn board Lo show her around.

Crawford wore
into & tiny room fitted up ns an
office and thers wers cups of
steaming coffee hmt;rnedh, the
surly loocking  gray-swea per-,
mn.l? “Now, Nlcr;g. I want you to
1ell ma what you're up to and what
you have done with my Carollne?
Explain to me, if you can, Nicko,
what all this melodrama s about.”

Cardener frowned and  lighted
a shorl-stemmed  plpe with an
ANRTY gesturo,

“Melodrnma!” he snorted. "By
Gied, Nolla, I wlsh youd keep your
tender young femnles at home
where they belong, That damn kid
of yours hos just about ruined all
my plang" He glowered at them
both, “Here T wad wilth the moat de-
lclous scheme o man ever d

plng under cover un-
til salling time and had meant to
fix things with the young chap af-
er we hanled anchor, so he could-
n't back out and gum things up.
But the show gol away from me,
and the only thing I could do was
to keep the girl on board and lok
them up to keep thelr damn fool
mouths shub, I think I can reason
with young Armatrong now because
he's got pratly good sense under-
neath and I'd lke to give him a
chunes to amount to asomething,
The girl means nothing to me and
I hopa you and Nolla will get her
off as soon o8 possible.”
And Summer and Magnolla Has-
terday did just that,
“You Uttls wretch," scolded Mag-

—a schome to pay off a swine I've

~ (Concluded on Page 7)
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By George McManus
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MUTT AND JEFF Mutt Adopts Daylight Saving

l_iy_ Bud Fisher

MUTT, THIS DAYUGHT-SAVING IDEA,
1S GREAT STUFF. SINCE THE cLotkS
HAVE BEEA SHOVED ANEAD one
HouR T CAN PLAY GOLF
TILL HALF-PAST €I6GHT
EASY AS PIE!
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