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Beggdrs On Wheels

Diseussing the pest of the flivver hobo, Miss Emma Du
douille, exceutive of the public wellare burean of Portland,
stitey that Chese auto bramps dee “living ander conditinns
whigh deteriorate their moralg, deprive them of community

tesponsibility, cause the neglect of children, furnish a health |

mennee and tend to ereste a clusg of professional wandering
mendicants” of aubnormal jntelligence,

The recommendation is made that the chaln of Tree auto
camps, organized in the name of community promotion, be
discontinued as they are largely responsible for encouraging
the flivver hobo, whose only worry is gasoline and who lives
off the country he traverses, with an  oceasional spell of
work, Official agencies are nsked to cooperate in discourag-
ing these beggars on wheels, with the suggestion that their|®
cirs be disposed of,

The country ia reaping the rewavd of the uplift, of estul-
lishing and maintaining free aute camps, of installing wel-
fare work in erchard and form, both forms of patersalism
culenlated (o destroy incentive for industry and cneourage
idletess. Why work whien others will provide? Why take
care of offspring, when others arve on hand to make things
comfortable to educate, Lo amuse and even to doctor the
family ?

The brenk-benm tourist was never pampered like (he
auto hobo has been, so ol course Lhe blind-baggage and the
trugs-rods have been deserled for the Mivver, Pree sceomma-
ditions ave awalting at the community  grounds, wellare
workers are busy volunteering ald and assislunee, o few min-
ubes pan-handling will buy gasoline, a ridd on the farms and
orchards supply food and frait, .while if necessnry, stores
and residences can be looted for clothes and supplies.

Many of the flivver hoboes, particularly those with fum-
ilies, consist of that sub-normal element, frequently elassi-
fied as poor white trash, not by any means vicioug, merely
incompetent, a elugs thiat always has to be assisted, but un-
der the uplift, which especially protects the unfit, ia increas-
ing phenominally in numbers because of viplution of the
nateal law of survival of the filtest, The eheap [ifth hand
tuto has replaced the old covered wigon as o means of grati-
fying wanderlust,

More Applesauce

The expected supply of political applesitice for the fprm-
prin the form of farm velief bills is nlready making its ap-
pearance:  Senator Shipstead, Farmer-Luborite of Minneso-
tn has drafted a subatitute for ®e McMNavy-Haugen bill,
whielh provides for o government comnission fo arbitvarily
lix prices Tor favm products Lo lngure the Taemer o profit in
production;, just as the Interstale Commerce Commission
fixes rates for railroads.

In defense of his measure, My,

“I nm opponnd to price<fixing oy o government
the Adminigteation hos sesn T Lo protect the prieg wfnelnre
products by the tarift) 1 combinos; e steel mpnufhcturars, are
allowed o met thely own priesn. The prices of electrielty, telephonen,
gbroet enp ralos wnd rallrood eabis—all prol fixed by povornmential
puthorith LE i wystem o to) be disgentinned  entively  then |
would not ank price Fixthg for the farmor,  Bab as long as 1L con-
tnu sy Ll iy sliowld have the sdme lvantige dn the man-
fogburorn,  He can't Fix his own prices,

Utider the Shipstead bill, a federal farm commission is
erented Lo buy farm products when there ig o surplus and
thus mauintain o steady mavket. What will become of the
accumulated surplus, which would probably have to be dump-
eil, 18 nol vouehanfed,

The Lig combines limit production and regulale compell-
tion to prevent surplus and slump in prices,  The Failrond
companies, whose prices are fixed on cost of production plus
a reagonable profit, ave selling service, nob commodities. I
the farmer would organize to regulate production and con-
trol marketing, he could fix his own prices for o profit, but
50 long as he ignores the economic law of snpply and demand
and Insists on produeing more than can be profitably mar-
keled, government fixing of pricos would only bankrupt the
stale by incrensing the surplus.

A politieal farmer-laborer hus Lo do something, however,
Lo justify the name and Shipstend's bill is not much differ-
ent from other dishes of applesauce presented by other pro-
fessional friends of the farmer,

—_—
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Barney Will al Least *Colleet™ His Thoughts
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