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“Withowt or with offense to friends or fur.n
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- Tyrfmts of the Tin Star

Sinee when has the wenrlig of a bin st and g uniform
conferred upon their possessor—

The vight of life and death on the highway ?

T'he powers:of judge, jury and executioner?

The authority to'murder upon suspicion?

The sovereignly of the sutockal to disobey whom is death?

Tho privilege pf killing avyone who loses one his
auto license tags?

Yol this i whae w apeed cop’s star spems Lo have done for
C. P, Tulent, traffic officer of Medford who Tuesdny, sceing
car nedr Jefferson with only one license tugs, suapicioned that
the car was atelen, juve pursuit and shol and killed the
unknown deiver who fuiled to il upon iz Qemand,

No complaint had been filed agalnst the murdered man,
no watrant, had been issued for him, even his identity was
unknown. Ii he really had been guilty of a orime, it was a
mere: eoincidence, and does not change the principle, for he

was killed on suspicion and Lhe investigation made afterward.
. L » -

|

The law is very pluin on this subjeet and there is
lutely no waremnt for the murder, The law holds thut a
pedee officer i justificd in shooling only when it ig Known
that a felony his been commitied and that he must have
reasonable grounds Lo believe and does believe that the man
alt whom he shoots, committed that felony, Ile thep Is hot
allowed Lo shoot, except as a lst vesort to prevent the escupe
of the fogitive, So long as he can puraue the man with any
reqsonible probability of taking him, without resort to the
use of a deadly weapon, he is nol permitted to shoot,

The reason for this rule Is that the law, as in this
preseribies the punishment for a felony of this kind as only
confinemen t in the penitentiary, whereas the officer by
shooting, ia lialze to, a5 in thix case, kill the man, thereby
inflieting wpoin him, punishment in exeess of that allowed
by law, aml doing it without giving the man the trinl before
w jury without which no person under the constitution, can
be deprived cither of 1ife, liberty or praperty.

In thiz case, a mere officer, consdtituted himgelf the judge,
jury and executioner, The officer in thiz case, taking his
own statements of what happened, is guilty at lesst of man-
slaughter, cven though the man killed wa all the
erimies of which he was suspeeted
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Casg,

witilty of

Yet the coroner’s jury knew so little of the public’s rights,
that iV browght in a verdiet exonerating the shooting cop of
all blame even hefore thay kKnew the eir was  stolen, dnd
Torned Phat he had shet “in the dischnrge of his duty'; and
chiel traffic officer Rafferly knows sodittle about the Hmita-
tion of the righls of peace officors that he praises Talent Tor
distinguished) seeviee and brags ot o poblie banguel of the
“ledsure™ e himsell received “in gazing into the shill faee”™
of the dead man!

Whnt a blood-thirsty lob these speed cops and their chiefl
st b, sind whinh a goulish sense of plensure they have when
they gloat over the grewsome bloody corpse and pallid Hips of
thye vietim Lhey have sent on suspicion into the life elornal
in delinnee of his constitutional rghta and the law of
the land,
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