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State Medicos
The Oregon State Medical association at its annual meet-

ing just closed at Hertford did three noteworthy things. It
promised the elimination of colds in Oregon in the next few
years; it protested the construction of a skyline boulevard
along the summit of the Cascades as a menace to health
through contamination of water supply; and it fittingly
recognized the ability and service of a distinguished Salem
physician by elevating Dr. W. B. Morse to the highest honor
in the profession, by electing him its president.

The elimination of colds is a consumation devoutly to be
wished, constituting, as it does, most of the of the
community. Serious maladies are vigorously combatted and
kept under control, but epidemics of cold run unchecked,
altho the results are often serious.

The construction of highways through the water sheds
and forest reserves brings a roving population of campers,hunters and fishers that spells contamination for snrint? and
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stream alike, means greater destruction by fire and insures
a vandalism that mars national beauty. The worst possible
thing that could have happened for the city of Portland was
the construction of the Mt. Hood loop, which insures the
eventual pollution of Bull Run water.

While a prophet may not be without honor, save in his
own country, the same cannot be said of a doctor least of
all of the new president of the state medical society, who is
even better appreciated in his home city than by the pro-
fession in the state at large. While the association might
have gone farther, it could not possibly have chosen better.
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Thomas W. Shellon, chairman of the American Bar
Association committee on reformation of court proceedure
to simplify, expedite and reduce the expense of courts and
speed-u- p justice, declares that the judiciary committee of the
United States senate, under leadership of Senator Walsh, of
Montana has suppressed the proceedural bill pending before
congress for years and despite all efforts, is able to keep it
pigeon-hole- At the bar association's meeting at Detroit
yesterday, Mr. Shelton said:
" The law forbids the president to hold a bill but ton days, yet a
senate committee can bold one forever. It has suppressed the pro-
cedural bill 12 years. A vote will overthrow a presidential
veto, but no power on earth except a rlnhtoou public indignation can
overeonio a SPim'le commit too hid belli ud the power of senatorial
courtesy. The crying need of simplifying court procedure is nn

illuminating example. In Bpito or the president's recommendation
end the BKrecmcnt In writing o( 82 senators and more than 80 per
cent of tho house to volo Tor the bill, n bare majority of the senate
Judiciary committee refused to allow o vole.

Abuses of power, such as this, cry aloud for reform. If
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Dawes would confine his efforts at senate 8
K'l .ti

reformation to make impossible such paralysis of legislation,
instead of his revolutionary proposals to make the senate a

second house of representatives, which never was contem-

plated by framers of the constitution, success would crown
his efforts.

The senate is and should be, a deliberative body and it is
well enough to have unlimited debate. It should not, how-eve- r,

be in the power of any committee to pigeonhole legis-

lation for a dozen years.
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