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And ye shall be my peopls, God —
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A State Bird

School children of Kansus recent
designated the meadow-lark as official
flower commonwealth, Despite the fa
lark is not a lark st all, but & grackle, reall
its selection therefore a jolke on the K
range not confined to Knnsas, but Include t of the United |
States, the choice was a good one, for mesdow-lark
deserves official recognition the swestest and cheeriest
singer of all American birds. Kaw is Indian for Kausak,
pl‘ul-.‘:hl_\' named after the erow, and if left to the voters the
erow would probably have been selected, as its is more
In keeping with the noise the state makes,

. . & =

y overwhelmlag vote,
state bird of the sun-
ct tL:nl the mendow-
s black-bird, and

Klan, and its|

the

is

And that raises the issues, why hasn't Oregon a state bird ?
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Perhaps that is one thing the matter with us. We have
enough of various kinds, and some pretty tough official or
at that, but how to choose? We éannot leave it to the le
lature or we would get a parrot or a buzzard, Nor can
leave it to our tax-cutting and tax-eating governor, lest we
got & cuckoo, If we put it up to the army and navy, our |
brillinnt attaboy brigadier will give us a peacock. If we
refer it to civilinn powers, as represented by Mayor Bnkl}r.’
we'll get a chicken, which the old hens wouldn't stand for,

Our inferiority complexes will rise to the occasion
present for eonsideration the enndidacy of the California joy
also u native of Oregon, as combining all those enviable
characteristics of the golden state they are so enamoured of.
With Lright color, brassy sudacity, its song a raucous and
strident self-assertion, and its occupation a pilfering pro-
pensity for appropriating everything in sight, a true grafter
of the bird world, the California jay is a fitting emblem for

those who would imitate our southern nelghhor
L] - . -

i

Those who want a bird identified with Oregon, not only
by name and habitat but in chuaracteristies, will probably
rally for the Oregon thrush, often called “varied thrush,”
sometimes misealled “Alaskan robin,” which spends the winter
mingling familinrly with us in our cities and valleys, and
summers in shy retirement in secluded forest dells of the
mountains, Orange breast, splotched with dark spls, with
a dark throat-lace, wings banded and edmed with brown, the
Oregon thrush is one of the most striking of birds, while its
melodious single-call song blends harmoniously with sur-
roundings.

There are other bivds, peculinely Oregoniun, few however
widely or familiarly known or bearing the cognomen of the
state, some sweeler singers, but none more beautiful than
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the Oregon thrush. However the choice of an official bird,
a8 in progressive Kansaz, ean best be left to the ecollective
wisldlom of the children, for are we not rapidly reaching the
predicted age of which it was writ—"and a little child hall
lead them "
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