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Solomon, the wholosule lover, whe preached morality
between marrisges, was fond of linen and had “linen yarn
brought out of Bgvpt” for beautification of Jerusalem, when
he made silver “to be as stones for abundance.” He “loved
many strange women™ having “700 wives, princesses, and
800 concubines “all of whom, presumably, as consorts of the
magnificent monarch, arrayed themselves in fine linen,

Linen even played a part in prophecy. John in his vision
of Revelations records:
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Just before the Chrigtian era the cultivation of f{lax for
fabric was extensive in Ialy and was introduced by the -
Romans into Flanders and Britain, though Ireland elaims T » =
priority after the Saxon conquest, In the late middle nges BARNEY GOOGLE AND SPARK PI"UG' All Modern Improvements
digtuflt spinning was universal, the yarnsg being woven inlo = . -
every grade of linen cloth, beautifully embroidered and dyed.
However the real Trigh linen teade dates from 1094 when
French Hupguenol refugees estublished the Linen Manufuac-
tury at Lisburn, near Belfast and bronght over Duteh spin-
ners, weavers and muchinery. Ireland still produces one-
third of the world's output.

In 1787 the first linen spinning machinery was irfstallid in
Epgland and three years later the first commercianl plant
began operations in Scotland, It was not however until 1812
that the first fastory for wepving linen by power wis estab-
lished in London.
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T 1620 the Mayflower pilgrims brought flax-seed and the
distaft to America and the spinning wheel was a familiar
feature of every household in the colonies. Up to a century
ago most American farmers grew enough flax to supply their
domestic needs, the spinning and weaving being done by
members of the family.

In 1639 Massachusells passed a law requiring every
household to grow at least “one rodd of ground square to| KRAZY KAT The Skeptical Krazy Kat
flax" and Pennsylvania in 1678 provided a penalty for —
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ery, have now made it possible, by cheapening production, for
linen to successfully compete with cotton in home markets,

and insure the success of the indostry in Oregon,
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As linen has been the eloth of kings and a synonym for
finery and luxury the world over, giving pledsiive to the

revolution in processes of retting flax fibre, and manufactur-
ing methods, the invention of flax pulling and other machin-
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