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Constructive Legislation

Governor Pierce has refused to approve or veto the only
picee of constructive legrislation passed by the recent session,
that inereasing the fees on automobile busses and trueks op-
rating on stale highways, so the measure becomos a luw
without his signature. Constitulionalily of the measure has
Loen questioned by the atlorney-general and it is probable
those cffected will appeal 1o the court and perhaps resort to
yeferendum.

The law vequires bugses Lo pay three-fourths of a mill per
passenger seal per mile, while trocks would be assessed a fee
of 1 mill per ton per mile. It has been estimated that this
law will relurn to Lhe state treasury approximately
$400,000 during the biennium
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The eslimuted receipts of $200,000 o year will not pay
one tenth of the domage trucks and busses ennse on highway
pavemenis, which is estimated at 75 per cent of the total
wear and tenr. They not only foree expensive heavy con-
struction, but materially shorlen the life of the pavement.
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A Gay Inaugural

We are informed in the dispatehes that gy eolors ruled
at the innugural of President Coolidge, that the setting was
bright and that dash and snap were apparent through the
uniforms o6f diplomats, although Mr, Coolidge retnined his
ealm and took the ceremaony as part of the day’s work.

It ia well that Washington was gay with eolors, for it is
not gay with Me. Coolidge any more that Mr. Coolidge ix gay
with himself or any one elge, I ia well also that the selting
waus bright, for there is nothing brillinnt or scintillating
about the gentlemnn in whose honor the pageant was held,
And it was well also the uniforms of diplomats and military
supplied the dash and snap, for there was none elsawhere.

Mr. Coolidge is probably the most unemotional man that
fiate ever pitchforked into the seats of the mighty, almost
puinfully mechanicnl in his passivity, His greatest thrill
seems Lo lie in pinching pennies and his keencsl excitement a
gallap on the eleclric hobby horse. Tis lack of pep is matched
only by his kel of humor,

Yel President Coolidge starts off nx one of our mosi
popular presidents—thal is outside of the eapital, for not
ginee the days of thutl other great ceonomist, Rutherford B.
Hauyes, has there been his like in the White House. The con-
trost of hia parsimony with the extravagenee of conpress
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