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State House Economy

If a business man or corporation finds that costs of
yperation exceed revenue, drastic curtailment of expendi-
tures follows snd expenses are cut to balance receipts
for the only alternative is bankruptey.

It has evidently never occurred either to the governor or
the legislature to treat the state’s business affuirs as they
vould their own., This attitude is charucteristic of govern-
nent operation everywhere, with politicians intent on
patronage in control, and is the reason it does not and never
:an pay.

With prospects of a million dollar shortage in sight, the
governor presented no practical plan of economy, and the
legislature has not passed any mensures to effect economy.
inatead, it has created new sources of expenditure, provided
wditional boards and raised sularies generally.

The governor could have recommended and the legisla-
wre enacted a comprehensive plan of consolidation of depart-
ments which would have malerinlly reduced payroll and
made for greater efficiency. They could have placed the
bisher ecducational institutions under a single board of
regents and operated them as one big state sehool, instead of
rival institutions and saved a million dollars to the tax-
payers. They could have united the fish, game, forestry and
other boards under one conservation commission and saved
hundreds of thousands of dollars, They could have placed all
the commissions and bourds upon the hudget system.and
wrned all their revenues over to the secretary of state—as
they should be with the surplus going into the general fund.

These are simple commonsense adjustments that any
busginess man would adopt for hig own financial welfare—hut
the idea of economy prevailing in both in the administrative
vl legialative branches 1s (6 spend more money thin thore
I: tn sight and hunt up some new way to sounk the people by
jew taxation.

Expensive Tax Saving

The finun

einl tangle in which the logisinture finds itself is

lue primarily to the netlon of Governor Ylerce and former
Preasturer Myeors in fixing the tax levy too low to yie the
aogegsary revenue to cover state expenditures, Although
livected by law to fix the stale le provide sufficient
revenue for needs of governmer v levy waus placed so as
0 yield 1,000,000 less than » redd, o order Lo force the

logislature to seck other men ing money and thus

nake good the Governor's clnims to having reduced general
2 wntion.
The Governor, sore over Lhe defent of the i

wught to foree the legislalure (o raise the necessary r
3y enacting some of his pet measures, a tax on clgaré!
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ation moeosmetics; o tax on 1
Intome tnx,

The Waya and Means committee, faced with the necessity
of raiging the roguired revenue, s abandoned n
tax on general property because of the Governot'
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As none of these taxes which will all be passed on lo the
people can bo levied with an pmergency elause, o referendum
will be invoked upon them all, necessitating either holding
them up until the next general election in 1926 or providing
1 speisl election this summer, at a cost of $100,000 to the
sfate, If the taxes are beaten by popular vote, another
seasion of the legislature nt $2.600 per day will be neceszitated
lo provide other taxes,

The foree program of Governor Pierce is proving expensive
to Oregon,
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Contributions to Phis Column must be plalnly written on one
side of paper only limited to 300 words In length and signed
with the name of the writer. Articles not meeting these apociil-
cations will he rejected
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HOW TO SOLVE THE CROSS WORD PUZZLE

The way to golve the Cross Word Puzzle Is to (il In  the white
squares of the disgram wiin tho words which agree with the necom-
panying definltlons. The definlilons are bered o our 1 withy
the nwmbers on the disgrams

Any word defined in (e ext uonder “HORIZONTAL" will begin
nt lts pomber, st 0w the ding 5, mnd will estend all the way
noross To the first biack spaee (o (he right of that number. That Is,
the word must begln bn e square that contalns lte (dentif) lug name-
Ber, nud extend ps far as ihe while sgnares conilnue uninterrupiodiy.

Auy wor fined onder “VERTICAL™ will plso begin, o the white
rpace that o tins s number, but will estend downward as far us
e white spaces remaln aninterrugiedly,
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The Volce From the Mountains

The manuscript that Digk Star-
mount had been seading stopped
there and he smiled o kimwell =5

A Modern Marriag
An Absorbing Novel
By IDAH McGLONE GIBSON

Jim Kirby did not ask what the
quedtions were. He hnew without
Leing told,

“Kathlya, your finger prints were
not on that gun,” satd Dick abrupt
Iy as the two ineq entered her
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RINGING UP FATHER

"By George MeManus
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Who Started This?

By Herriman

OY, LIL"WIT ke " Ar LEST
A ANSA TO “THE (£VA |

WEDMINT “TD HE

YOUR RICH 'FOPPA Y PROPOSING,

OH. AND | Do Hope \
HE HAS ACCEITED
You, AnD THAY WU

- ARE “T0 BE MY

P ETEP MOMMA -

I Gor
WROTE

pacavseTHIS

SIGNATURE. | [HAT

MARES (T S0 |SimATueE
I

| GANY BB, -

i e ey

Jeff Falls Under the Spell of the Palm Beach Moon und Then Regreets I,
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