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The Exposition Again

World fair boomers at Portland have at last digeovered
some flexible anniversaries that need celebration by an expo-

gition, altho the date hag not yet been determined upon. We

quote from the official pamphlet as follows:

The Pacitie Empire Exposition invites the World to this vast
reglon of undevelopid resvurces, und scenle wouders, to purticipate In
s gulaxy af historienl sunlversarie the birth of our flag, adimisdon
of Oregon to stiteliood, national liberty anid W-"llfl penee,

The first American flag, conssting of a Union Jack in|

one corner and thirteen stripes was ruised at Cambridie,
Massachusetts, January 2, 1776, and on June 14, 1777 the
Continental Congress adopted & fing with 13 stripes and 13
gturs in a blue field instead of the Union Juck. June 1927 will
therefore be the 150th anniversary of the birth ot Old (.1--r}.
Oregon was admitted to statehood February 14, 1859 and
1929 will therefore be the TOth anmiversary of admission.
National Liberty was proclimed by the Declaration of
Independence July 4, 1776, tho not actually achieved umtil

gome years later, The year 326 will be the 150th anni-|,

versary of the Decluration of Independence,

World peace has not yet been achieved, There is fighting
in progress in Albania, in India, in Georgia, in Morroceo and
in Ching, snd punitive expeditions in the field in Egypt and
the Sudan, Algeria, Persin and Russia, So the first anni-
versary of world pence has yet to be discovered—but the
exposition boosters are tiveless explorers in the realms of
history and ean be counted upon to manufacture a few more
anniversaries if necessary,

We are informed that at a preliminary meeting held
recently in Portland “it was unanimously decided that the

West Coast states should hold sn exposition and invite :l]||

"

nations to participate,” and that there will be no serious
difficulties in financing the project up to $56,000,000 “if the
public makes good its promises and gels squarely behind it

That I8 just the trouble. There g no evidence of the
public’s promising the millions. 1t i casy for a bunch of
boomers (o procliim thoemselves, like the three tnilors of
Tooley street, “we, the people,” Lut thal doesn’t provide the
eash, altho we are told “if vou have fuith, God will prant it"
(the exposition),

There is no objection o Portland’s sbaging an exposition

provided the taxpayers of the state are not ealled upon to
supply the wherewithal. But an exposition 8 not needed tis
stimulate tourist travel or eolonization, The advertising

being done in behalf of the northwest and our fine highway
systems are increasing tourist tralfic as vapidly s fueilities
are provided to take care of its inerense and population is
inerensing us ceonomic development justifies,

Boom and inflation and, their altermath of depression,
the principal products of expositions, are not worth the cost.

The g will manage to wave, the state to develop, libert y Lo

be curtailed and world's peace c¢ontinne @ will-o-the-wisp,
withoul expogitions to commemorate them,

Well Done

Great erodic is due President Coolidgge for lis firm refusal

to sanction the reenlranee of the United States in the
compietitive naval armament race among nations. No ong

sietion could be more convineing of the nalion’s exrnesines:
and sineerity for pence,

The way to peace does nol lie through armament and any

extensive program of armamoent would he evidence of lLad
faith and only spur other nations to equal or exceed it
and the mad rivalry that kept Burope an armed camp and
culminated in the world war, woull continue on #nogregter
sedle and wider field than ever,

The Pregident also belioves that the way to economize is
to cconomize,  He understands that taxes can not be reduced
as long w& the Lreasury s thrown opon to the rids of Jingoes,

Besides the maoney spent o oormament 8 laegely wasted, for

in the rapid ad ce ol warfare sclence, the costly w arships
are obsolete before "ll|}||;|(lli|1||,

Greal Brituin’s now buttleships, buili on lines of a floasing
and airdrome, will revolutionize navies and render
obgolets the dreadnaught as the dominant fuctor of sen

fortres

warfare.  Alrahips, bombs, submirines
wenpons of the futire and war is beinge made so terrible that
it spells annihilation of populations,

The only hope of humanity Hes iy cxtablis hing world pence

and in substituting courts for armed might
President’s program is 'tluln' Lhis line,
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